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Book title and cover images
The title of this book comes from a speech made by Winston Churchill on 13 May 1940, shortly after becoming British 
Prime Minister, when he told the House of Commons that: “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat”. These 
words also capture the essence of the “all-in” contribution Pakenham made to the War effort, including the locals who 
served in the Armed Forces; those who had to stay behind working on the farms and orchards; the volunteers who 
supported patriotic causes such as the Red Cross; and the families who worried about, and in some cases mourned, their 
Diggers overseas. 

The main front cover image shows Private Robert (‘Bob’) Cooke of Pakenham Upper with his wife Elsie and daughter Anne 
before he left for overseas service with the 2/21st Battalion. Bob was taken POW by the Japanese on Ambon in early 1942 
and endured more than three years of brutal captivity. Tragically, he died just days after being liberated following the end 
of the War (Courtesy of Robert’s daughter Anne Him and relative Pat Bull). Also included on the front cover are 
photographs of Constable Tom Cook (RAN) of Army Road; Flight Sergeant Wallace Reid of Pakenham East and Private 
Dorothy Blackwood of Pakenham South, representing the Royal Australian Navy, Royal Australian Air Force and Women’s 
Services (Images courtesy of Anne Him, Bev Assender, John Reid and Clinton Smith). 

Title page image 
The title page image shows several members of Pakenham’s militia unit early in the War. Back-row  (LtoR): G. Andrew,         
G. Reid, Aub Long, Howard Brown, C. Auhl and  Bruce Harvie; Front row: Unknown and Max Martin (Courtesy of Barbara 
Blount). Inset: The WW2 Army enlistment photograph of Wilma Young (nee Oram), who served as a captain with the 
Australian Army Nursing Service. Wilma was the Pakenham district’s best known WW2 Digger, having endured more than 
three years of brutal treatment as a POW in South East Asia. After the War, she married Alan Young from Cardinia, raised a 
family and later became President of the Pakenham RSL (Courtesy of NAA, VXF58753).

ii

BLOOD, TOIL, TEARS & SWEAT
Remembering the Pakenham District’s WW2 Service Personnel, 1939-1945 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information presented in this book. However, it is impossible to 
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and additional information will be considered for a future edition of this publication. 
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Preface
Russell Broadbent MP
Federal Member for Monash

When our local electorate’s name transitioned from McMillan to Monash, it 
recognised the incredible contribution General Sir John Monash made to victory 
in the First World War, the so-called “war to end all wars”. When Patrick Ferry 
gave us “A Century After The Guns Fell Silent: Remembering the Pakenham 
District’s WW1 Diggers” in 2018, it opened the eyes of an acknowledging 
generation to Pakenham’s local contribution to that victory, including the 
dislocation, deprivation and devastation experienced by brave local Diggers and 
the impact on their families and friends.   

Now in this latest work, Patrick takes us from Pakenham in the time of Churchill,  
Gallipoli, Monash and the Western Front to Pakenham in the era of Menzies, Tobruk, McArthur and the “Battle for 
Australia”. He brings to life the local people, personalities and places associated with those momentous times. Like 
me, many readers will be directly linked to the men and women whose military service Patrick has laid out in such 
meticulous detail. As our family histories leap out of these pages, it reminds us of the sacrifices individual families 
made to the war effort. In doing so, Patrick shines a light on how seemingly small, but selfless contributions made by 
individuals, families and communities right across this Great South Land tangibly contributed to victory and the 
preservation of our nation’s freedom. My thoughts run to Wilma Young, our most famous contributor to the Second 
World War, representing all who served with bravery and honour, no matter the consequences. Thanks Wilma! 

Patrick’s book also reminds us that those back on the “Home Front” served their country too, including the men and 
women who stayed on their properties to maintain food production; those who raised money for the Red Cross and 
comfort funds; the school students who became aircraft spotters and made camouflage nets, together with the “old 
Diggers” who joined the local Volunteer Defence Corps.

Whilst “Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat” is a local district history, Patrick goes beyond this, to position Pakenham’s 
wartime experiences within the wider context of the see-sawing fortunes of war, Churchill’s inspirational leadership 
during Britain’s “darkest hour” and Australia’s alliance with America, a defence shield we continue to enjoy today.

I highly commend Patrick and all those who have contributed to producing such a richly woven tapestry that draws all 
the threads of our community together to celebrate our very proud history.  I also acknowledge my colleague, the Hon. 
Darren Chester MP, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, for awarding the Berwick - Pakenham Historical Society a $3,000 
“Saluting their Service” commemorative grant which helped make this publication possible. 

Russell Broadbent 
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Preface
Ian Thomas OAM
Life member, Berwick - Pakenham Historical Society &
former Managing Director of the Pakenham Gazette

My grandparents, Albert Edward and Elizabeth Cox Thomas, moved to Berwick 
in 1909 and eight years later to Pakenham, where four generations of the family 
have lived over the past 102 years.

I was 11 years of age when WW2 ended – too young to fully understand all the 
implications of war, but old enough to see the sadness, the hardships, the 
struggles and the pain caused for families as Pakenham District Diggers paid the 
Supreme Sacrifice or were badly wounded overseas.

At that time the Pakenham District’s population (including Pakenham East, Pakenham, Pakenham South, Pakenham 
Upper and Army Road) was approximately 1,800 people. Nearly 200 brave men and women are listed on our local 
war memorials as having served in WW2. This well researched book by professional archivist and local historian 
Patrick Ferry details the challenges, the hardships, the horrors and sometimes the miracles experienced not only by 
these Armed Forces personnel, but also of the hard times on the ‘home front’ in Pakenham. !

For me, this book brings back so many memories. Pakenham was such a small community in those days. Everyone 
knew everyone else. At least 80% of the family names mentioned in this book I either went to school with or mixed 
with in the community, including the Bastow, Black, Blackwood, Buckland, Dobell, Ellett, Gabbett, Jackson, Mann, 
Marshall and Nye families (to mention a few). I also remember very well the slit trenches, dug in case of air raids (in 
the paddocks on the eastern side of the Pakenham State School); the petrol, clothing and food rationing coupons; the 
aircraft spotters’ tower next to Pakenham Scout Hall; the ‘brown out’ each night as external house lights were switched 
off and curtains drawn; the ‘masks’ over car head lights; and not forgetting the ‘gas producers’ or charcoal burners 
used to replace petrol. I also remember, in Grade 5, knitting khaki scarves to send to Diggers overseas. 

The Pakenham district today is such a different place. With a population in excess of 55,000, it had to change. But 
hopefully, despite these changes, we will never again face the hardships experienced in WW2.

Enjoy this well researched and detailed book by Patrick Ferry. It is a great read. Patrick and all those who have helped 
him along the way are to be congratulated for ensuring that an important part of our district’s history history is not lost 
in the midst of all the changes which are occurring.

Ian Thomas 
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Foreword
Jan Vis 
WW2 Veteran and Pakenham RSL Sub-Branch member

As a veteran of the Second World War, I fully endorse and concur with the 
importance of recognising and remembering the many significant sacrifices made 
by Pakenham residents during the War. Reading the stories in “Blood, Toil, Tears 
and Sweat” brought back many memories for me. I can still remember the feeling 
I had as a 17 year old of wanting to do something to help fight the evil of Nazism. 
Living under German occupation in the Netherlands, I left my family to join the 
local resistance (freedom fighters) movement. I was then supported by local 
people who provided me with food, clothing and safe havens to hide. Such is the 
spirit of human kindness and camaraderie under shared hardships and 
challenges.

I also remember how the Dutch were close allies of Australia in the struggle against Japan. In the Resistance, we 
secretly listened to English radio news bulletins which told us that Japan had sent their army via Malaya to Singapore, 
after which they went on to drive the Dutch forces out of Java / Netherlands East Indies (now Indonesia). We also 
heard how Queen Wilhelmina and the Dutch Government in Exile in England ordered all remaining Dutch forces, 
cargo ships and aircraft in the NEI to join the Australian military in resisting the Japanese and to help defend Australia. 
The Australian, British, Dutch and American navies fought bravely together, including at the Battle of the Java Sea on 
27th February 1942, with the loss of the HNMLS De Ruyter and Java, the HMAS Perth and USS Houston. That was a 
lost battle, but strategically important. The remaining Dutch ships were ordered to Australia to continue helping with 
the defence of Australia. 

As a “Dutchie” who has made Pakenham his home, I am proud to read that one of the Australian sailors who fought 
bravely alongside Dutch forces in the Battle of the Java Sea was Gordon Graham, who came from Pakenham. Sadly, 
Graham lost his life when the HMAS Perth was sunk. I was also very interested to learn of the Pakenham men who 
served with the Australian Army in the Netherlands East Indies. I served there for three years from 1945 to 1948 with 
the Prince Berhard Stoottropen (Storm Trooper) Regiment. Part of that time, we were under American, then the British 
South East Asia Command (SEAC). My war continued until 1948 and I did not return home to the Netherlands until 
1950. I had survived to feel the joy of returning home after being away for so long. So many other men and women, 
including some from Pakenham, never made it home and we should never forget them or their families. 

In 1952, my wife Jannetje and I elected to migrate to Australia (Ararat - Lake Bolac). From Lack Bolac we (now a 
family of five) moved to Hampton Park, then later (as a family of six) to Pakenham where I was introduced by Mr Arch 
Munro (the local chemist) to the Pakenham RSL. As a member, I got to know the war hero Captain Wilma Elizabeth 
Oram / Young, who encouraged me to accept the position of RSL Secretary. I also knew Mr Rob Fox and others 
whose stories and photographs I was happy to see in this book. Over time, our active membership fell to only five 
members, but Garry Elliott has brought the Pakenham RSL to a well-functioning cohesive sub-branch that I am proud 
to be a part of. 

Jan Vis 
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Foreword
Ron Carroll
Life-member, Pakenham Racing Club & Committee Member 
(1989-2015)

The Pakenham Racing Club is proud to assist the Pakenham RSL and 
Berwick-Pakenham Historical Society with the publication of Patrick Ferry’s latest 
book “Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat: Remembering the Pakenham District’s WW2 
Volunteers, 1939-1945”. This book is an outstanding achievement and provides 
an invaluable additional resource on our District’s local history. It beautifully 
complement’s Patrick’s earlier book, “A Century After the Guns Fell Silent: 
Remembering the Pakenham District’s WW1 Diggers, 1914-1918”. 

Amongst the Diggers profiled in this book are several members of the Pakenham 
Racing Club family during WW2, including Lin and Jim Ahern, Roy Healey, Peter Ronald, Harold Norris and Don 
Cook, who served in the armed forces. Then there is the legendary Michael Bourke, the long-standing Club Secretary, 
who worked so tirelessly on the “Home Front” back in Pakenham. During the War years, the Pakenham Racing Club 
was a generous supporter of the local Red Cross and other patriotic causes and when the conflict was over, helped 
the local community mark the occasion by renaming the 1946 Pakenham Cup as the “Victory Cup”. Later, funds from 
the Pakenham Racing Club helped to add the names of the WW2 Diggers to the Pakenham War Memorial. It is only 
fitting then, that funds from the Club’s Community Grants Fund have assisted in producing this book, which extends 
the war memorial by documenting the Diggers’ stories and publishing their photographs. Without a book like this, the 
deeds of these generous local men and women could easily have faded into history and been forgotten. 

This book is not only a wonderful tribute to our district’s contribution to WW2. It is also an impressive testament to 
Patrick’s passion and skills as a local historian and archivist. Having been involved with the project since its inception, 
I know that Patrick volunteered hundreds of hours to research and document each of the Diggers profiled in the book. 
I was amazed at how Patrick (with help from several long-time residents) was able to trace so many of the Diggers’ 
families, source photographs and locate other material. He then brought all this together into such a compelling story. I 
know this has already brought great joy to the families and friends of the WW2 Diggers and rekindled many memories 
on the part of “old timers” such as myself. More importantly, it will make our district’s proud history available and 
accessible to new and future generations of Pakenham residents, which does our community a great service. 

Ron Carroll 
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Above: Detail from the certificate presented to Driver Don Cook by the Army Road community in August 1946 (Courtesy of Nancy Cook).

Introduction
Patrick Ferry

On 3 September 1939, then Prime Minister Robert Menzies broadcast to the Australian people: “Fellow Australians, it 
is my melancholy duty to inform you officially that, in consequence of the persistence of Germany in her invasion of 
Poland, Great Britain has declared war upon her, and that, as a result, Australia is also at war.” For a nation which 
had given so much in WW1, the news was greeted without enthusiasm. Nonetheless, men and women across 
Australia, including in Pakenham, responded to Britain’s “call to arms”. In this Pakenham was no exception. During 
the next six long years, local residents gave their all - “blood, toil, tears and sweat” - for the cause of victory, and 
(from December 1941 onwards) Australia’s very own survival. They did so without reservation because they knew 
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what the consequences of defeat would be: the end 
of liberty, freedom, democracy, independence, 
even morality as they knew these. 

The Pakenham district’s war memorials and rolls of 
honour are the most visible reminder of Pakenham’s 
contribution to WW2. On these are listed the names 
of nearly 200 local men and women who served in 
the Army, Navy and Air Force. One of the great 
paradoxes of memorials made from granite or wood 
though, is that with the passage of time, the people 
honoured on them inevitably pass from living 
memory into history. In the process, the knowledge 

of who they were and what they did can become obscured by a little “dust”, or even forgotten altogether, despite the 
permanency of the memorials themselves. To ensure that this does not happen, this book attempts to keep the 
memory of the Pakenham WW2 Diggers alive by telling something of their personal stories and putting faces to the 
names. In this way, it is hoped that this book becomes an extension of the memorials themselves, ensuring that future 
generations can continue to connect with and relate to these brave individuals who once called Pakenham home. 
Their personal service and sacrifices are set within the context of the wider contribution the Pakenham district made 
to the war effort. This includes those who stayed on the farms and orchards to continue primary production; the 
volunteers who worked hard for the Red Cross and other patriotic causes; the “Old Diggers” who formed a local 
Volunteer Defence Corps in case the enemy invaded; the women and school students who became air craft spotters; 
and of course, the families and friends left behind to worry (and in some cases) mourn for their loved ones. While this 
book honours all those from Pakenham who gave their “blood, toil, tears and sweat” during WW2, it does not seek to 
glorify war. God willing, the world will never again experience something as terrible as WW2. 

With 2019 being the 80th anniversary of the start of WW2 and 2020 the 75th anniversary of its ending, the timing of 
this book is particularly appropriate. Sadly, several of the remaining WW2 Diggers passed away during the course of 
researching and writing this book. While their passing has been acknowledged and mourned individually, an entire 
generation has almost gone, without us really being conscious of it. This is a sad reminder of the importance of 
recording key aspects of our local history before it is too late. I was privileged to speak with a number of life-long 
residents who grew up in Pakenham during the War and with the children of many of the WW2 Diggers, but only met 
two of the WW2 Diggers personally. It is a real pity that a book like this was not produced ten years ago, when it 
would still have been possible to capture more of the Diggers’ memories first hand. I only hope that I have 
nonetheless done the Pakenham’s Diggers justice with this book. This book should not be seen as the “final word” on 
Pakenham’s contribution to WW2 either. In undertaking the research, it quickly became apparent that there were 
many other people connected with Pakenham who served during WW2, but are not honoured on the local war 
memorials for various reasons. I have included profiles of some of them at the end of the book, but unfortunately, the 
constraints of time, resources and space have not allowed for me to profile all those who need acknowledging. 
Hopefully this book will inspire a concerted effort to document the stories of all of Pakenham’s other Diggers as well.
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Left: Les Futcher’s war medals (Courtesy of Frances 
Gibbs). 



On a personal level, undertaking this project has brought back a lot of memories for 
me, particularly of my own grandfather, Sapper Vincent Courtney Ferry (NX203029). 
“Grandpa” served with the 2/10 Docks Operating Coy, including at Morotai and 
Balikpapan. He never spoke much about his wartime experiences, except for some 
of the more “exotic” details, such as the famous “White Rajahs” of Sarawak; Dyak 
headhunters with their deadly blow darts; and orang-utans killed in the jungle by 
Japanese booby traps. While such stories fascinated me as a boy, I wish I had 
asked Grandpa more about his war service. That way, I might have understood him 
better ... . 

Patrick Ferry 
19 March 2020

About the author
Patrick Ferry is an archivist who is passionate about local history. He is a 
member of the Berwick - Pakenham Historical Society, the Narre Warren & 
District Family History Group and the Royal Historical Society of Victoria.  
Patrick is the author of “A Century after the Guns Fell Silent: 
Remembering the Pakenham District’s WW1 Diggers 1914-1918”, which 
received a Centenary of the Armistice Grant in 2018. He has also 
authored or contributed to a number of other historical publications. 
Patrick holds a first class honours degree in Arts from the University of 
Sydney and was awarded the prestigious University of Sydney Medal 
upon graduation. 

Patrick, who has lived in the Pakenham and Berwick areas for 10 years, is 
married to Janet and has five children: Teresa, Cristina, Joe, Jaime and 
Justin. 

x

Above right: The author’s grandfather, Sapper Vincent Courtney Ferry (NX203029). Vince was born at Adelong, NSW on 19 March 1918 
and moved to Sydney when he was 10 years old. Vince became a highly respected wool classer with Farmers & Graziers (“F&G”). In 
1949, he married Alice Sarah Woolfe, formerly of Nevertire, NSW. Vince was a life member of Kensington RSL sub-branch in NSW. He 
died at Prince Henry Hospital, Sydney on 24 November 1993, aged 75. 

The author, Patrick Ferry (right) with Wally Nye at the launch of Patrick’s earlier book “A 
Century After the Guns Fell Silent”, November 2018 (Courtesy of the Pakenham 
Gazette).
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Above: Some long-standing Pakenham residents who provided interviews for this book: Left: Alma Patullo and Thelma Young (sisters of 
Private Lennie Marshall) with their niece Diane Dunn, daughter of Norm “Widow” Jackson; Middle: Ian Thomas, whose family established 
the Pakenham Gazette in 1917; Right: Don Jackson, whose brother Ray J. Jackson served with the RAAF during WW2. 
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Three contributors who grew up in the Pakenham District during WW2 (LtoR): Stan and Ron Blackwood, sons of Arch Blackwood of 
Pakenham South; Neville Smith, son of Bill Smith of Pakenham South; and Dorothy Kellock, daughter of Syd Thewlis of Pakenham East  
(Dorothy is in the centre with the author’s daughter Cristina Che Ferry with Evelyn Ellerman on the right).
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Marlene Knaap (niece of Col Burnett and Wal Sheldon); and Sr Kath O’Neill (pictured with the author’s son Jimmy).
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Above left: The author’s son, Joe Che Ferry, helping to copy records at the National Archives of Australia in Canberra; Middle: Mount 
Burnett resident Wally Nye, who helped trace most of the Pakenham Upper and Mount Burnett Diggers; Right: The author with Val and 
Ron Carroll, Joan Lewis and Bev Hind, who also contributed to this project (Courtesy of Patrick Ferry). 



• Bev Hind for sharing her memories of several Diggers 
profiled in the book;

• Harold Hobson, son of Ben Hobson and Ben’s grandson 
Adam Hobson; 

• Kevin and Carol Hone, Frank Hone’s son and 
daughter-in-law; 

• Rosalind Hopkins, daughter of Sam and Heather 
Shallard; 

• The late Michael Houlihan, for sharing his memories of 
growing up at NNG during WW2, and his wife Marie;  

• Debbie Howarth, daughter of Ted Vaughan;

• Anne Hubbard, daughter of Wal Sheldon; 

• Rosemary Inglis, daughter of Geof George;

• Don Jackson, brother of Raymond J. Jackson; 

• Laurie Jackson, son of Ray “Cracker” Jackson; 

• Marilyn Jamieson, daughter of Bert Munckton;

• Barbara Johnstone, daughter of Leo Johnstone and 
Leo’s relative Jonty Oxley; 

• Dorothy Kellock, daughter of Syd Thewlis, and her 
daughter Sue Rutten;

• Jean Kelsey, Florence Lansdown’s niece; 

• Marlene Knaap, niece of Col Burnett and Wal Sheldon; 

• Jenny Kooloos, daughter of Eric Stone; 

• Members of the Leadoux family: Peter & Robyn Leadoux 
(son and daughter-in-law of George Leadoux); Tara and 
Adam Leadoux; 

• Joan and Brian Lewis, daughter and son-in-law of Harold 
Norris; 

• Chris Lobb, son of Elizabeth Stephenson; 

• Graeme Long, son of John Long;

• Brian & John MacKenzie, sons of Jean Doyle;

• Betty Maddocks, widow of Harry Maddocks and Harry’s 
daughter Lin Thompson; 

• Maureen Magrath, Rob Noack and Malcolm Elliott, 
relatives of Mick Brown; 

• Josie Maher, sister-in-law of Greg & Paddy Maher; 

• Margaret Maher, sister of Norm “Widow” Jackson; 

• Paul Manestar, son of Mick Manestar and Mick’s 
grand-daughter Grace Manestar; 

• Greg Marshall, son of Lennie Marshall; 

• June Marlin, member of the Moon family; 

• Colin and Lois Martin, son and daughter-in-law of Max 
Martin, and Max’s daughter Roberta McKibbin; 

• Ray Martin, son of Jimmy Martin;
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Left: Bob Dobell’s medals. Bob, who was from 
Pakenham Upper, served in the Middle East 
(including Egypt and North Africa); the Northern 
Territory; New Guinea and Borneo. He was 
awarded the following campaign medals (LtoR): 
the 1939-1945 Star, the Africa Star, the Pacific 
Star, the Defence Medal, the British War Medal 
1939-1945 & the Australian Service Medal 
1939-1945. In 1977, Bob was also awarded the 
Queen ’s S i lver Jub i lee Meda l fo r h is 
distinguished service to public education in 
Victoria (Courtesy of the Dobell family). 



• Glenda Matthews, daughter of Jack Stubington; 

• John Matthews and Gwen Monckton, children of Fred 
Matthews;  

• Greg Mawkes and the SAS Historical Foundation for 
permission to reproduce the photograph of Larry Moon 
which appears on page 110; 

• Janene and Brad McCann, daughter and son-in-law of 
Reg Wray; 

• Jenny McAuslan, grand-daughter of Harry Vandersloot;

• Evelyn McQualter, daughter of Harold Wyatt;  

• Adam Mensforth, grandson of Frank Mensforth, and 
Frank’s relative Norman Mensforth; 

• Bev Milner, daughter of Llew Isaac; 

• Helen Michener, daughter of Cec Purton, and Cec’s 
nephew Doug Purton;

• Larry Moon, son of Jack Moon and Jack’s grandson 
Declan Moon; 

• Therese Moon, widow of Larry Moon; 

• Min Moor and Chris Godden for providing information 
about Larry Moon’s military service;  

• Deidre Murdoch, daughter of Aubrey Long;  

• Cheryl Nielsen, relative of Mick Manestar; 

• Carol Nodin, niece of Ted Nye; 

• Ray Norris, son of Arthur Norris; 

• Wally Nye, nephew of Jean Doyle, Ron Doyle and Ted 
Nye; 

• Michael O’Halloran and Bill Shepherd, sons of Marjorie 
Quick;  

• Sr Kath O’Neill for sharing her memories of growing up in 
Pakenham during the 1930s and 1940s; 

• Richard & Rosemary Oram, son and daughter-in-law of 
Nancy Smethurst; 

• Andy Parker and Jennifer Paul, children of Jack Parker; 

• Alma Patullo and Thelma Young (nee Marshall) for 
sharing their memories of growing up in Pakenham in the 
1930s and 1940s;

• Delphine Passmore, daughter of Hugh Hawkins;

• Merrilee Pawley, daughter of Nina Keys; 

• Jan Pittard for information about Roy Healey;

• Dave Purves’ daughters Margaret Batey, Antoinette 
Cunningham, Veronica King & Christine Twining;

• Ann Ramsdale and Kerri Bolch, members of the 
Ramsdale family; 

• John Reid and Barbara Murphy, children of Wally Reid; 

• Terry Reynolds, son of Charlie Reynolds;

• Jan Richards, daughter of Jack Lia; 

• Margaret Richards, sister of Rae Gribble; 

• Elaine and Alan Richmond, daughter and son-in-law of 
Basil Dodd; 

• May Ridgeway, niece of Alan Jeremiah, and May’s 
daughter  Debbie Douglas;  

• Lesley Riley, daughter of Jack Hogben and his 
daughter-in-law Doreen Hogben; 

• Geoffrey Robinson and Helen Miles, children of Margaret 
Stephenson; 

• Wayne Robinson, son of Alan Robinson; 

• Bill Ronald, son of Peter Ronald CMG; 

• Marcia Rook, niece of Bob Ramage, and her husband 
Ken; 
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• Patricia Ruston, daughter of Matt Ruston;

• David Scala, son of Jim Scala; 

• Elaine and Bill Severino, niece and nephew of Frank 
Hone; 

• Bernadette Shedden, daughter of Donald Yates and the 
Yates family siblings; 

• Richard Shelton and Jeanette Shelton, children of Jack 
Shelton; 

• Mal Smethurst, nephew of Stanley Smethurst; 

• Clinton Smith, son of Dorothy Blackwood; 

• Max and Jenny Smith, son and daughter-in-law of 
William (‘Billy’) Smith; 

• Neville Smith, brother of Lindsay Smith, for sharing his 
memories of growing up at Pakenham South during 
WW2, and Neville’s son Clive;  

• Ross Smith, son of Lindsay Smith; 

• Glenyse Stephens and Joan Hewson, daughters of Jack 
Tinkham and grand-daughters of Dick Ellett; 

• Wendy Smith, relative of Llew Isaac; 

• Bill Stephenson, great-grandson of W.J. Stephenson;

• Bruce Stephenson, for historical photographs of 
Pakenham South;

• Laurie Stephenson, nephew of Eric Dalton; 

• Kerry Stoiljkovic, daughter of Keith Stone and niece of 
Eric Stone; 

• Shirley Stubington, daughter of Bill Stubington;

• Graeme Stuchbery and Pam Philp, children of Lindsay 
Stuchbery; 

• Joan Szalman, daughter of Ted Florance and niece of 
Jim Fennell;

• Joan Talbot, niece of Robert & Sylvia Begg;

• Wayne Tangey, son of Jack Tangey;  

• Robyn Tassoni, grand-daughter of John Alfred Ellett;

• Marilyn Taylor, niece of Frank Kenworthy; 

• Richard Taylor, son of Frank Taylor; 

• Peter Thistlethwaite, son-in-law of Cliff Bumpstead; 

• Graeme Treloar, nephew of Bill and Les Treloar; 

• Gayle Van Diemen, daughter of Reg Maloney;  

• Eleanor Vary, Katherine Boxall and Marie Sewell, 
daughters of Bruce Vary; 

• Julie-Anne Vaughan, daughter of Roy Healey; 

• Jan Vis, WW2 veteran and his daughter Lynette Pearl;  

• Nancy Wadsley, sister-in-law of Alan Wadsley and her 
daughters Carol Grigorovich and Linda Sloetjes; 

• Alan Warner and Jeanette Heywood, children of William 
Alan Warner;

• John Waterhouse for information about Toomuc Valley 
Diggers;

• Frances Waterson, sister of Greg & Paddy Maher; 

• Chris Webster & Bronwyn Broadbent, children of Noel 
Webster;

• Karl Webster, son of Frank Webster;

• Angela Wilkinson, daughter of Max Lincoln; 

• Dawn Willersdorf, daughter of Les Jeremiah; 

• Wendy Witty and Leonie Wuillemin, daughters of Fran 
Ellett (Cornwall); and 

• David Young, son of Alan & Wilma Young.
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS BOOK

• AAMWS - Australian Army Medical Women’s Service

• AANS - Australian Army Nursing Service

• AASC - Australian Army Service Corps

• AGH - Australian General Hospital 

• AGTC - Australian General Transport Company

• AFA - Australian Field Artillery / Australian Field            
Ambulance

• AIF - Australian Imperial Force

• ALH - Australian Light Horse

• AM - Member of the Order of Australia 

• ANA - Australian Natives’ Association

• ARP - Air Raid Precautions

• AWM - Australian War Memorial

• Batt. / Btn - Battalion

• BCOF - British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 
(Japan)

• BEM - British Empire Medal

• BPHS - Berwick - Pakenham Historical Society

• CCLC - Casey Cardinia Library Corporation

• CMG - Companion of the Order of St Michael & St 
George 

• CMF - Citizen Military Forces

• CO - Commanding Officer

• Coy - Company

• CPA - Communist Party of Australia

• CPO - Chief Petty Officer (Navy) 

• Cr - Councillor 

• Cpl - Corporal 

• CRB - Country Roads Board

• CWA - Country Women’s Association

• DJ - Dandenong Journal (newspaper)

• DSO - Distinguished Service Order

• DVA - Department of Veterans’ Affairs

• FC - Football Club

• GPO - General Post Office

• HM - His Majesty / Her Majesty

• HMAS - His / Her Majesty’s Australian Ship

• HNLMS - Her Netherlands Majesty’s Ship

• HQ - Headquarters 

• JP - Justice of the Peace

• KWR - Koo Wee Rup

• LAA - Light Anti-Aircraft 

• lbs - pounds (weight)

• L of C - Lines of Communication

• Lt. - Lieutenant

• Lt. Col. - Lieutenant Colonel

• MBE - Member of the Order of the British Empire

• MM - Military Medal

• MP - Member of Parliament

• MV - Museums Victoria
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• NAA - National Archives of Australia

• NCO - Non Commissioned Officer 

• NEI - Netherlands East Indies

• NNG - Nar Nar Goon 

• NWFHG - Narre Warren & District Family History Group 

• OAM - Medal of the Order of Australia

• OBE - Officer of the Order of the British Empire  

• PG - Pakenham Gazette (newspaper)

• PMG - Postmaster General’s Department

• PNG - Papua New Guinea

• POW - Prisoner of War

• PRC - Pakenham Racing Club

• PTSD - Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

• Pte - Private

• RAA - Royal Australian Artillery

• RAE - Royal Australian Engineers

• RAAF - Royal Australian Air Force

• RAF - Royal Air Force (UK)

• RAR - Royal Australian Regiment  

• RSL - Returned Services League / Returned & Services 
League; 

• RSM - Regimental Sergeant Major

• SAS.- Special Air Service 

• SECV - State Electricity Commission of Victoria

• SG - Sporting Globe (newspaper)

• Sgt - Sergeant

• SLV - State Library of Victoria 

• TVO - Toomuc Valley Orchard

• USS - United States Ship 

• VAD - Volunteer Aid Detachment

• VDC - Volunteer Defence Corps

• VFL/ VFA - Victorian Football League / Association

• VRC - Victoria Racing Committee 

• WAAAF - Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force

• WGFL - West Gippsland Football League

• WO - Warrant Officer

• WW1 - World War One (1914-1918)

• WWII - World War Two (1939-1945)

• WT - Weekly Times (newspaper)

Notes on Historical Currency Units 
The Australian pound (£) was divided into twenty shillings, with each 
shilling worth twelve pence. For example, £2.13s.6d. was two pounds, 
thirteen shillings and six pence, while 8/- was eight shillings and 1/6 was 
one shilling and six pence. When Australia adopted decimal currency in 
February 1966, 10/- became $1 while £1 converted to $2. 

Right: An Australian one pound note (Courtesy of Patrick Ferry); Also two pre-decimal 
coins: a silver shilling and a copper penny from the Museums Victoria Collection. 
Photographs by Naomi Andrzejeski. Reproduced under CC BY 4.0 Licence: 
h t t p s : / / c o l l e c t i o n s . m u s e u m v i c t o r i a . c o m . a u / i t e m s / 5 6 0 1 9 & 
https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/56944 
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Photograph Credits
Most photographs were provided by the families and friends of the WW2 Diggers snd credited accordingly  Images 
from the Australian War Memorial, National Library of Australia, State Library of Victoria and State Library of South 
Australia collections are in the public domain. Images from the National Archives of Australia collection are used with 
permission. Images from Museums Victoria are reused under a Creative Commons CC BY licence. 

Australian Military Ranks

Army Royal Australian Navy RAAF
Commissioned Officers Commissioned Officers Commissioned Officers 

Field Marshal Admiral of the Fleet Marshal of the RAAF
General Admiral Air Chief Marshal
Lieutenant General Vice Admiral Air Marshal 
Major General Rear Admiral Air Vice Marshal
Brigadier (General) Commodore Air Commodore
Colonel Captain Group Captain
Lieutenant Colonel Commander Wing Commander
Major Lieutenant Commander Squadron Leader
Captain Lieutenant Flight Lieutenant

Lieutenant Sub-Lieutenant Flying Officer 

Second Lieutenant Pilot Officer 

Warrant Officers Warrant Officers Warrant Officers 

Warrant Officer Class 1 Warrant Officer Warrant Officer 

Warrant Officer Class 2

Non Commissioned Officers (NCOs) Non Commissioned Officers (NCOs) Non Commissioned Officers (NCOs) 

Chief Petty Officer / Stoker* Flight Sergeant* 

Staff Sergeant 

Sergeant Petty Officer Sergeant

Lance Sergeant

Corporal / Bombardier Leading Seaman Corporal 

Lance Corporal / Lance Bombardier 

Other RanksOther RanksOther Ranks

Private                                                
(including Sapper, Driver, Trooper, 
Signaller, Craftsman etc)     

Able Seaman Leading Aircraftman / WomanPrivate                                                
(including Sapper, Driver, Trooper, 
Signaller, Craftsman etc)     Seaman                                                 

(including Stoker, Cook, Telegraphist, 
Signalman etc) 

Aircraftman / Woman

* Equivalent in the rank hierarchy to Army Warrant Officers Class 2, but do not possess a warrant issued under the authority of the Defence Act. Source: 
AWM - https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/understanding-military-structure/rank 
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Those who had lived through WW1 had hoped it was the 
“war to end all wars”. Yet in September 1939, just over 
twenty years after the guns fell silent on the Western Front, 
Britain and France were again at war with Germany. For 
the next six years, WW2 was fought brutally across the 
globe and reached Australia’s doorstep after Japan 
entered the conflict on Germany’s side in December 1941. 
Again, the Pakenham district was called upon to give its 
best for King and Country..  

1

PAKENHAM AT WAR ... AGAIN

Background: Percy Buckland and Bob Dobell, 
two mates from Pakenham Upper who enlisted 
together in early 1941 (courtesy of the Dobell 
family). Top: Fran Ellett of Pakenham South, who 
served with the Australian Army Medical 
Womens’Service during WW2 (Courtesy of 
Leonie Wuillemin). Above: Cliff Bumpstead of 
Army Road, who served in the RAAF (Courtesy 
of Peter Thistlethwaite). Right: Private Don Cook 
(far right) with a mate from the North Australian 
Observers’ Unit (Courtesy of Nancy Cook). 



Pakenham before WW2 
Located in what was still known as “West Gippsland” 35 to 40 miles south east of Melbourne, Pakenham in the 1930s 
was primarily an agricultural, horticultural and dairying district. In 1933, the district had a population of 1,682 
residents. “Pakenham East”, located on the Melbourne to Gippsland railway line, was the administrative centre of the 
Berwick Shire and the district’s main commercial and transportation hub. An aerial photograph taken c. 1937 shows 
a small, but spaciously laid out town, which was home to a few hundred people. Ian Thomas remembers that in those 
days, you knew everyone you bumped into when walking down to the shops or to school. Most of the town’s 
businesses and institutions were congregated around Station and Main Streets. These included the Pakenham 
Mechanics’ Institute; a post office and telephone exchange; the Berwick Shire offices; the police station and lock-up; 
several shops and bakeries; the Pakenham Gazette office; Shankley’s (Purves’) Hotel; the blacksmith and 
wheelwrights and a couple of garages. Pakenham East was also home to the district’s bush nursing hospital and the 
resident medical officer, Dr William (‘George’) Farrell. There were Anglican (St James’ Church of England), Catholic 
(St Patrick’s), Methodist and Presbyterian churches, together with a Masonic Lodge. A number of active social and 
community organisations operated in town, including the Pakenham & District Agricultural and Horticultural Society, a 
progress association, the Country Women’s Association (CWA); the Australian Natives’ Association (ANA); Returned 
Sailors’, Soldiers’ & Airmen’s Imperial League sub-branch (now the RSL); and boy scout and girl guide troops. The 
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Above: Aerial view of Pakenham East c. 1937 taken by RAAF flying officer Andrew Fisher Chalman, a former student at Pakenham State 
School.  1 - Pakenham Railway Station; 2 - Station Street;  3 - Pakenham Mechanics’ Institute; 4- Goldsack’s Timber & Hardware; 5 - 
Shankley’s Hotel; 6 - Main Street; 6A - George Smith’s Blacksmiths; 7 - Berwick Shire Chambers; 8 - Police Station 9 - King’s Picture 
theatre; 10 - Jackson’s Bakery and Store; 11 - Pakenham State School; 12 - St James’ Church of England; 13 - Princes Highway; 14 - St 
Patrick’s Church and School (obscured by pine trees); 15 - Recreation Reserve; 16 - John Street; 17 - Pakenham Racecourse; 18 - Dr 
Farrell’s House; 19 - Railway Reserve (now Bourke Park); 20 - WW1 Soldiers’ Memorial; 21 - Bald Hill Road;  22 - Henty Street; 23 - “Koo-
Man-Goo-Nong” (Ronald family property);  24 - McGregor Road; 25 - Duncan’s property (formerly Reg Henty’s property). Courtesy of Don 
Jackson and BPHS Collection). 
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Above: Historical images of Pakenham East: Image 1: Main Street in the late 1940s with D.W. Hilder’s farm equipment agency on the 
left and George Smith’s blacksmith’s forge on the right (Courtesy of Peter Brown); Image 2: A description of the town by Alice Norris 
published in the Weekly Times 24 October 1925; Image 3: the lumber yard at Goldsack’s sawmill on the corner of Station and Main 
Streets (Courtesy of Don Jackson); Image 4: Main Street in the 1940s (Courtesy of Don Jackson); Image 5: Norma Marshall and 
Dorothy Jackson in front of the Pakenham Police Station in Main Street (Courtesy of Diane Dunn) & Image 6: Don Jackson and his 
sister Muriel in Main Street with Hogan’s real estate on the left and E.B. Giles’ store on the right (also courtesy of Don Jackson).
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town had a very “sporty” culture, with active football, cricket, tennis and horse racing clubs. The houses scattered 
around town were generally small and modest, but set on large blocks with room for a vegetable garden and often a 
chook house out the back. Ian Thomas remembers that as a child he kept a cow where the Pakenham Marketplace 
now stands. Ian used to ride down there on his bicycle and would bring the milk back in a bucket hung from his 
handlebars. The Smethurst family also kept cows in Henty Street, from where they supplied milk to other residents. 
Pakenham State School (No 1359) was located at the top of Main Street near the Princes Highway, with St Patrick’s 
Catholic School nearby. Both taught students from Year 1 to the Year 8 Merit Certificate, after which most students left 
school to get jobs. There was no high school in those days. Students wishing to continue their education either had 
to travel to and from Dandenong, Melbourne or Warragul by steam train daily or (if their families could afford it) 
attend boarding school. 

The district’s other communities were considerably smaller 
than Pakenham East. “Old Pakenham” located where the 
Princes Highway crossed the Toomuc Creek, was where the 
first settlement had developed in the 1840s around the         
La Trobe Inn (later Bourke’s Hotel), a stop on the famous Cobb & Co coach route between Gippsland and 
Melbourne. A century later, the pub was still there, together with a general store and bakery (proprietors of which 
over the years included Patrick O’Halloran, Dave Clancy and Mrs Bumpstead); a post office run for decades by 
Marion Ciceley O’Shannassy; and a bank agency and tea rooms operated by Emily Mayger. Old Pakenham though, 
had long since been eclipsed by Pakenham East and the two were gradually merging into one. The Toomuc Valley, 
between Old Pakenham and Pakenham Upper, was famous for its orchards. Indeed, the famous Toomuc Valley 
Orchard (TVO) was one of the largest apple orchards in the Southern Hemisphere. There were many other orchards 
along the north side of the Princes Highway and up Ahern and Army Roads, while the area south of the highway was 
largely devoted to dairy farming and grazing. 

Pakenham Upper (including the small community at Mount Burnett) was also a leading fruit growing area. One of the 
most significant orchards there was “Valley View”, owned by the Woolf Brothers and managed for many years by E.A. 
Shelton. The Black brothers (Donald, Thomas, Wallace and William) also had a number of local orchards. The area 
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Left: Pakenham East’s active social life included 
regular dances, euchre parties and “Carnival Queen” 
competitions, like this one held in the 1920s to raise 
funds for St Patrick’s School. Back-row: Pat Mullane, 
Kit Ahern, Gerald Kelly, Belle Shankley (Carnival 
Queen), Avis Smith and Mick Mullane. Front row: Kath 
Clancy, Olive Paternoster, Evelyn Paternoster and 
Dave Purves (BPHS Collection). Below: St Patrick’s 
Church. Note the horse grazing to the left of the church 
(Courtesy of Don Jackson & BPHS Collection).
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Historical photographs of “Old Pakenham”. Image 1: Bourke’s Hotel located on the 
Toomuc Creek was originally a Cobb and Co stop on the route between Melbourne and 
Gippsland (BPHS Collection); Image 2: the Old Pakenham General Store, which was 
operated for many years by Mrs Bumpstead (Courtesy of the Pakenham Gazette); 
Image 3: Miss Marion O’Shannassy (pictured duck hunting with the Henty brothers) 
operated the post office at Old Pakenham for many years Image; 4: Miss O’Shannassy  
picking flowers in the lily pond on the Henty property; Image 5: Miss O’Shannassy riding 
through the bush at Old Pakenham (Images 3 to 5 Courtesy of Deborah Carmichael). 
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also supported a local timber industry, some dairying and mixed farming. Pakenham Upper had a strong sense of 
local identity, reinforced by geography: the return journey to Pakenham East had basically been a day trip in the 
days before motor vehicles were commonplace. Pakenham Upper also had its own school, post office and telephone 
exchange, general store, garage, public hall (at one stage a mechanics’ institute), church and cool stores. The local 
residents had also organised their own fruit growers’ association, progress association, cricket team and fire 
brigade.
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Historical photographs of Pakenham 
Upper. Image 1: Pakenham Upper 
State School c. 1930. The teacher (on 
the far right of the photograph) is Mr 
Rex Hunt, while the students include 
members of the Black, Carne, Cohen, 
Doyle, Harvie, Holdensen, Jackson, 
Mapleson, Moxon, Ramage, Tinkham, 
families (Courtesy of Wally Nye); 
Image 2: The Boneidah orchard 
operated by Don and Wally Black 
(Courtesy of Trevor Black); Image 3: 
Bill Doyle picking apples on “Hill View” 
(Courtesy of Bill Doyle); Image 4: Jack 
and Edith Doyle sawing wood on their 
property “Hi l l View”; Image 5: 
Members of the Doyle family outside 
Bastow’s garage at Pakenham Upper; 
Image 6: The Pakenham Upper Post 
Office (Images 4 to 6 courtesy of Wally 
Nye). 
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Pakenham South had only been pioneered in the late 1890s and early 1900s after the draining of the Koo Wee Rup 
Swamp. The settlers there were predominately dairy and vegetable farmers. It was a small community. Ron 
Blackwood remembers Pakenham South only had a one-room state school (which doubled as the local hall for the 
Saturday night dances and as the church on Sundays), with Jack Ellett operating a small post office agency and 
store from his property in Ellett Road. Despite extensive drainage works, the area remained flood prone, which meant 
many of the local farmers did it tough, particularly during the 1930s when there were large floods in 1934 and 1937. 
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Left: Amongst the pioneers of the 
Pakenham South area were the 
Blackwood family. This photograph 
shows Andy, Jim, Jack and Arch 
Blackwood on the family property “The 
Island”, which their mother acquired c. 
1911 (Courtesy of Gail Blackwood). 
Below left: Soldier settlement following 
WW1 provided a tremendous boost to 
the development of Pakenham South. 
This photograph shows the hay 
harvest on Ben Turner’s soldier settler 
block on Ballarto Road (Courtesy of 
Bruce and Laurie Stephenson). Below 
right: Bill Smith’s dairy herd inundated 
by the 1934 floods (Courtesy of Neville 
Smith).

Left: Pakenham South School students in 
1939. Back-row (LtoR): Ron Blackwood, 
George Leadoux, Bill Simpson, Len Vaughan 
& Mr Ryan (teacher). Third-row: Elaine Smith, 
Alison Smith, Ellen Blackwood, Nancy 
Vaughan, Lorna Stephenson, Shir ley 
Stephenson & Rene Ellett. Second row: Clive 
Blackwood, Alan Ellett, Joy Blackwood, Laurie 
Ellett & Alan Vaughan. Front row: Neville 
Smith, Lennie May, Les Stephenson, Colin 
Stephenson, Frank Ellett & Billy Clausen 
(Courtesy of Leonie Wuillemin). Neville Smith 
remembers Mr Ryan used to ride his bicycle 
from Berwick all the way to Pakenham South 
each day 



The Roaring ‘20s and the Great Depression
The 1920s had been a time of progress for the Pakenham district. Between the national censuses held in 1921 and 
1933, the district’s population grew more than 40% from 1,238 to 1,772 residents. One factor behind this was soldier 
settlement. The district was seen as ideal for dairying and mixed farming and some large estates (including 
Hagelthorn’s estate and the famous I.Y.U.) were broken up for small holdings. While some of the Diggers taking up 
land were locals, many were from elsewhere in Victoria. Down at Pakenham South, an entirely new community of 
nearly 100 people sprung up at Rythdale during the 1920s, consisting mainly of soldier settlers and their families. 
They expanded local dairy and vegetable production and stimulated the local economy generally, even though many 
did it tough pioneering flood prone or otherwise marginal properties. The establishment of a local Herd Testing 
Association (1929) further stimulated competition amongst local dairy farmers, while investment in Toomuc Valley 
and Pakenham Upper orchards “bore fruit”. Indeed, the 1928 fruit crop - 200,000 cases - was a record one (PG, 
28/8/1959). Innovative farmers and graziers, such as Bruce Ronald of “Koo-Man-Goo-Nong” also introduced 
superphosphate and new techniques to their properties.  

The signs of progress in Pakenham East were even more visible, including a new post office and telephone 
exchange (1924); establishment of the Pakenham Cool Stores (1925); registration of the Pakenham Racing Club 
(1926); the opening of a picture theatre (1927); a new bush nursing hospital (1928); creation of a local fire brigade 
(1929) and construction of Shankley’s doubled-storied hotel (also 1929). Pakenham East was also connected to both 
town water and the State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SECV) grid in 1928. While this meant that people could 
replace their kerosene lanterns with electric lights, “mod cons” such as electric stoves, refrigerators and vacuum 
cleaners were expensive and so out of the reach of most residents. Other parts of the district didn’t get electricity 
until after WW2. Ron Blackwood, who grew up on a soldier settler farm at Pakenham South, remembers that one of 
his chores after school was to start the battery powered generator which ran the lights until around 9pm, after which 
they faded out as the batteries ran down. Ron also remembers his mother cooking on a wood stove and putting 
perishable foods down the well to keep them fresh. His father Arch used to 
keep his beer cool down the well too, with strings tied around the bottle 
necks to pull them up. On one occasion, after a long day’s work on the farm,
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Above left: Fred Auhl’s “Highway Garage” was located on the corner of Main Street and 
the Princes Highway. This garage and the cars and trucks it serviced, were visible signs of 
the progress experienced during the 1920s (BPHS Collection). Above right: Shankley’s 
Hotel under construction in the late 1920s. For many decades, the “Bottom Pub” was the 
only two-storied building in Pakenham East (Courtesy of the Purves family). Right: The 
Pakenham East Post Office opened in the 1920s (Courtesy of State Library of Victoria - 
PCLTAF; 447). 



a thirsty Arch asked Ron to quickly pull him up a beer. Unfortunately, the knot slipped and (much to both Ron and 
Arch’s horror) the bottle smashed on the side of the well! 

The availability of the telephone (with the lines being extended from Pakenham East to Pakenham Upper and 
Pakenham South in the 1920s), meant that people were more connected than ever, although the service was not a 
continuous 24 hours one until 1938 (Argus, 15/9/1938 p. 11). Meanwhile, the “wireless” (radio) was bringing the 
world into people’s living rooms and the gramophone was displacing the piano for home entertainment. Cars and 
trucks were beginning to make people more mobile, but they were still expensive to own and operate. Dr Michael 
Bourke’s father Councillor Michael Bourke owned a car, but it was never used for things like dropping the children off 
at school. Instead, Michael and his brothers rode their horses to and from St Patrick’s School each day. Old time 
residents also remember Norm “Widow” Jackson using a horse and cart to deliver bread, while Constable Jim 
Marshall still did his police rounds on his white horse “Snowy”. So there was no shortage of business for Oscar and 
George Smith, the local blacksmiths and wheelwrights, whose forge was located in Main Street.

Like elsewhere in Australia, the “Great Depression” of the early 1930s hit the Pakenham district hard. There was a 
slump in rural produce prices, combined with reduced consumer expenditure, increased unemployment and 
mortgage foreclosures. The 1931-32 fruit crop was also wiped out and bad seasons affected other crops including 
potatoes, resulting in further economic blows. One of Ron Blackwood’s childhood memories is of unemployed men 
passing through the district on foot looking for jobs on the local farms. A relief camp for unemployed men was 
established near the railway station. According to the Commonwealth Census, there were 48 people living in this 
camp in 1933 (ABS website). Unemployed people were engaged by the Berwick Shire, State Rivers Commission, 
Country Roads Board and even the Pakenham Racing Club on projects ranging from road work, to cleaning up the 
Soldiers’ memorial grounds and laying drainage on the Pakenham Racecourse. A local relief committee was 
established (including Mesdames Bourke, Keys and Thomas) to distribute aid to needy families (PG 16/6/1961). 
Alma Patullo and Thelma Young (nee Marshall) can also remember the unemployed men lining up outside the Police 
Station each Saturday to collect their five shillings in “sustenance” payments.

Not all those affected by the Depression could “weather the storm” though. The banks foreclosed on Harry Worship, 
a Pakenham South pioneer and WW1 Digger, selling up all his possessions, including his books. At the age of 63, 
Harry was left with virtually nothing. He died penniless a few years later and was buried in an unmarked grave at 
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Above left: The old blacksmith and wheelwright’s shop in Main Street, Pakenham East. This was one of the town’s oldest businesses, with 
Oscar Smith having relocated it from “Old Pakenham” not long after Pakenham East began to develop once the railway station opened. 
Above right: George Smith, shoeing a horse outside his forge in the late 1930s (Courtesy of Peter Brown).



Springvale Cemetery. Others, like Percy Geach Brown, another local WW1 Digger, had to leave the district in search 
of work after losing his job. Ironically, Percy’s father-in-law Oscar Smith, the local blacksmith and wheelwright, 
actually experienced an upturn in business as people dusted off their old jinkers and carts as a cheaper means of 
transport (PG, 12/6/1931). 

The outbreak of WW2
Meanwhile, the world was sliding towards a major conflict. The prospects of a lasting peace had initially seemed 
bright after WW1. However, a series of political, economic and social crises in the 1920s and 1930s saw the new but 
fragile democracies in Italy, Japan and Germany crumble one by one. These were replaced by aggressively 
militaristic fascist regimes which openly challenged the international status quo in place since the end of WWI. 
Individually, these regimes sought domination of their own “spheres of influence” and collectively, the world. 
Significant milestones on the road to world war included Japan’s occupation of Manchuria (1931); Germany’s 
remilitarisation of the Rhineland (1936); the Italian invasion of Ethiopia (1936); the establishment of the Rome-Berlin 
“Axis” (1936); the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939); Japan’s attack on the rest of China (1937); Hitler’s annexation of 
Austria and dismemberment of Czechoslovakia (1938) and Italy’s conquest of Albania (1939). This naked aggression 
was for the most part met with ineffectual responses from the League of Nations, primarily because of a lack of 
resolve on the part of both France and Britain. With the horrors of WW1 seared into their memories, leaders in both 
countries pursued a policy of “appeasement” in the hope of avoiding another war. Meanwhile, America was 
determined to remain aloof from any future conflict and the Soviet Union was still regarded as something of an 
international pariah. 

Margaret Maher (nee Jackson) remembers that she was sitting with her family around the wireless (radio) on 3 
September 1939 when Prime Minister Robert Menzies announced that Australia was at war again: “Fellow 
Australians, it is my melancholy duty to inform you officially that, in consequence of the persistence of Germany in 
her invasion of Poland, Great Britain has declared war upon her, and that, as a result, Australia is also at war.” 
Menzies’ solemn words reflected the prevailing mood. There was none of the rousing martial enthusiasm or optimistic 
expectation of a quick victory which had occasioned the outbreak of WW1 twenty-five years earlier. Indeed, one of 
the many casualties of four bloody years of slaughter on the Western Front had been any residual notion that war 
was glorious, even romantic. The Pakenham district nonetheless, “rallied to the flag” when called to serve King and 
Country again. Within weeks, members of the local army militia unit (52nd Battalion) were sent for training at the 
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Amongst the local Pakenham residents 
affected by the Great Depression were 
two WW1 Diggers, Harry Worship and 
Percy Geach Brown. Harry (far left) had 
been one of the pioneers of Pakenham 
South in the late 1890s / early 1900s. 
The banks foreclosed on his property in 
1931, leaving him virtually penniless 
(Courtesy of Debbie Ellett Hajduk). 
Percy (pictured on the day of his 
wedding to Avis Smith in 1925) lost his 
job at a local bakery and had to 
relocate his family to Dromana where 
he was able to get other work (Courtesy 
of Peter Brown).  



   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Seymour Army Camp and recruitment began for the Second Australian Imperial Force (AIF). Several local lads, 
including Tom Cook and Bob Moon, were already serving in the Royal Australian Navy, having enlisted in the late 
1930s. A Shire Warden (Cr Arthur Robinson) was also appointed in accordance with the requirements of the State 
Emergency Committee (PG, 8/9/1939 p. 3).

The first local recruits
On 15 September 1939, the Australian Government announced the formation of the Second Australian Imperial 
Force (AIF) as an overseas expeditionary force. Amongst the first locals to join it were Les Boyanton, Bill Garbellini, 
Bill Mann, Hugh Hawkins, Arthur Norris and Frank Webster, who had all enlisted by the end of November. Initially, one 
had to be between the ages of 20 and 35 to enlist in the AIF, although this was later extended to those between 18 
and 40. Parental consent was required if you were under 21 years old. Those in “reserved occupations” deemed 
essential to the War effort (including farmers and railway workers) were ineligible to join up unless they obtained 
special permission. Enlistment forms could be obtained from Jack Ellett of the RSL, while Dr Farrell performed  
preliminary medical examinations locally. If deemed fit, applicants were drafted to Caulfield for their final medical 
examinations. They then had a week before going into camp (PG, 12/7/1940 p. 3). 

The Pakenham RSL arranged socials for those leaving for military service. The guests of honour were presented with 
a small token of appreciation, often a fountain pen and pencil so they could write home while away. By June 1941, 
twenty seven such presentations had been made (PG, 6/6/1941 p. 3), although it was not possible to arrange socials 
for all of the locals who joined up. These socials were also used as an opportunity to encourage others to enlist. 
Later, a “Pakenham Soldiers’ Presentation Patriotic Fund” was established to arrange the farewells and presentations 
(PG, 13/7/1941 p. 3). Pakenham Upper had its own “Patriotic Presentation Committee” chaired by Wally Black and 
Jack MacDonald, who were both former WW1 Diggers (PG, 29/1/1943 p. 1). The patriotic desire to serve “King and 
Country” was a powerful motivation for volunteering to serve, as was the direct threat Japan posed to Australia after it 
entered the War in December 1941. There was naturally a range of other drivers behind enlistments throughout 
WW2, including a sense of adventure or a desire to see the world (some Diggers jokingly described their war service 
as going on a “Cook’s tour”). Others joined up to be with brothers or mates who had already enlisted. Some wanted 
to follow in their fathers’ WW1 footsteps, determined “not to let the old man down” (PG, 16/3/1951 p. 6). With 
unemployment still relatively high following the Great Depression, the military also offered a steady job, reasonable 
pay and three square meals a day. Some teenagers were so keen to enlist that they put their ages up to do so. One 
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Far left: Bob and Keith 
R a m a g e w h o w e r e 
members of the local 
militia unit before WW2. 
Bob went on to serve in 
the RAAF (Courtesy of 
Marcia & Ken Rook); Left: 
P a k e n h a m m i l i t i a 
members at a training 
camp (Back-row LtoR): 
Bruce Harvie, C. Auhl,        
H. Brown, Aub Long,          
G. Reid, G. Andrews. 
Front-row (kneeling): Max 
M a r t i n & u n k n o w n 
(Courtesy of Barbara 
Blount).  



                  
                  
                   
of them was Bob Dobell from Pakenham Upper. In May 1941, he wanted to enlist with his mate Percy Buckland, but 
was just 17 years old. Naturally, Bob’s parents, Robert and Amy Dobell, were reluctant to let him go. After Bob told 
them he would enlist under a false name anyway (in which case they would not know if anything happened to him), 
Amy and Robert relented and signed Bob’s enlistment papers, stating he was 18 years old. Bob’s younger brothers 
Bill and Ted then enlisted within weeks of Bob, aged just 16 and 15 respectively! 

With the AIF to serve overseas, the Australian Government also instituted compulsory military training with the militia 
in Australia for young men aged 18 and over (PG, 1/3/1940 p.3). This was later extended to full conscription for 
military service in Australia with what became known as the “Citizen Military Forces” (CMF).

 

Pakenham Red Cross formed 
Within weeks of the War beginning, Cr Michael Bourke chaired a public meeting to establish a Red Cross branch.. 
The spirit was said to be the same as during WW1, when the original Pakenham Red Cross “did wonderful work, 
raising more than £600 and making and despatching to headquarters nearly 6,000 articles” (PG, 29/9/1939 p 4). 

Above: Enlistment photographs for some of Pakenham’s first volunteers in late 1939 (LtoR): Frank Webster (Courtesy of NAA 
B883/VX1484); Hugh Hawkins (Courtesy of NAA B883/VX1485) and Bill Garbellini (Courtesy of NAA B883/VX3938). 
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Above: These recruitment photographs show just how young the Dobell brothers of Pakenham Upper were when they enlisted in the AIF in 
1941 (Courtesy of NAA B883 / VX55014,  VX86577  & VX100385). 



Many members were enrolled, paying two shillings (20 cents) to do so. The first 
committee comprised Mrs W. Mortimer as President; Florence Giles (Vice 
President); Beatrice Thomas (Secretary) and Alice Farrell (Treasurer). Committee 
members also included Molly Bourke, who had worked in a hospital prior to her 
marriage. By mid October 1939, the Pakenham branch had forty-seven members 
(PG, 13/10/1939 p. 3) and seventy by August 1940 (PG, 9/8/1940 p. 2). Other Red 
Cross branches and auxiliaries were soon formed at Pakenham Upper, Pakenham 
South and Army Road. A Volunteer Aid Detachment (VAD) unit was also 
established in Pakenham, with Nina Keys, then Alice Farrell as commandant          
(PG, 3/10/1941 p. 3). The VAD provided first aid training and nursing assistance.

The main focus of local Red Cross activities was to raise funds and materials for 
military hospitals and provide clothes (e.g. woollen socks) and other comforts to 
service personnel. To do this, the Society organised knitting circles, materials drives 
and fund-raising events such as social dances, euchre nights and bridge parties 
(PG, 20/10/1939 p. 3). Thelma Young (nee Marshall) remembers that when she 
started knitting socks for soldiers, she did not know how to “turn” the heel, so kept 
on knitting what probably became the longest socks any soldier ever received! In 
March 1942, the Red Cross organised a “junk shop” in Pakenham, stocked with 
second-hand clothing and household articles for sale. This venture raised just over 
£40 (PG, 20/3/1942 p. 1 & 27/3/1942 p. 1). By June 1942, the Pakenham Red Cross 
had sent over £1,000 to Headquarters (PG, 5/6/1942 p.1), more than $71,000 in today’s dollars. The Red Cross also 
received “in kind” donations. Lady Adeline Mann of “Goronga”, Pakenham Upper (wife of Chief Justice Sir Frederick

33

Above: In November 1942, Les Jeremiah of Pakenham Upper wrote to the RAAF, telling them 
how anxious he was to enlist once he turned 18, but his mother Margaret (pictured above right 
with Les and some of her other children) was less than keen as her brother, Albert Kempster had 
been killed during WW1. Initially, she would only give Les permission to enlist for home service, 
but relented when the RAAF said her permission had to be unconditional (NAA, A9301 / 121392. 
Letter reproduced with permission of Les’s daughter Dawn Willersdorf). Right: Newspaper report 
of the formation of the Pakenham Red Cross (PG, 29/9/1939 p. 4). 



      
      
      
      
       

Mann) donated skeins of wool to the Pakenham Upper Red Cross         
(PG, 15/12/1939 p.2), while Mrs Gwladis Ronald of “Koo-Man-Goo-Nong” Pakenham East, donated cases of lemons 
for the military hospitals (PG, 22/12/1939 p. 3 & 7/8/1942 p. 1). Gwladis also donated a diamond ring valued at £80 
(over $6,000 in today’s dollars) to be raffled for the Red Cross - a donation which she chose to keep anonymous (PG, 
9/8/1940, p. 2). Interestingly, both Adeline and Gwladis had been personally touched by the tragedy of war: Adeline 
having lost her brother George Raleigh during WW1, while Gwladis’ husband Bruce Ronald died prematurely at the 
age of just 50 after having suffered from years of ill-health associated with his WW1 service. Other organisations, 
such as the Pakenham Show Committee, donated proceeds from their own events to the Red Cross funds (PG, 
10/4/1942, p. 3). On several occasions, the local Red Cross was congratulated by Headquarters for its “successful 
work” (PG, 15/8/1941 p 3). 
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Left: Members of the Pakenham Red Cross 
during WW2 (LtoR): Mrs W Mortimer (President); 
Beatrice Thomas (Secretary); Alice Farrell, Vi 
Matthews; Molly Bourke; Elsie Thomas; Eileen 
Drake; Emmeline Smethurst, Harriett Wood; Olive 
Thompson and May Webster (BPHS Collection).

Right: Letter received by Mrs 
Gwladis Ronald thanking her for 
the donation of a valuable diamond 
ring to the local Red Cross 
(Courtesy of Bill Ronald). Below: In 
line with Gwladis’ wishes, the 
donation was reported publicly as 
b e i n g f r o m a n a n o n y m o u s 
benefactor (PG, 9/2/1940 p. 2). 



Local soldiers were always grateful to receive parcels from the Red Cross. In November 1943, Leading Aircraftman 
Les Jeremiah, who had been posted with the RAAF to Uranquinty, near Wagga Wagga in NSW, wrote home to his 
mother Margaret: “Today I got the surprise of my life when I gets a ticket to go and collect a parcel, when I open it, 
it’s from the Pak Upper Red Cross Committee and Residents, it’s a beaut. I wrote straight back ... thanking them for it. 
It’s nicely decorated so Mum, I’m keeping it for my birthday as Allen’s and Wall’s birthday are then too and we’re 
going to have a bonzer blowout” [sic] (Letter from Les Jeremiah 10/11/1943 courtesy of Dawn Willersdorf). 

Comforts for the Diggers
In addition to the Red Cross, the local community quickly subscribed to a number of other fund-raising efforts, 
including the War Service Fund. This provided comforts for members of the AIF, RAN and Garrison Battalions. The 
local RSL took the lead with this, on the principle of the “Old Diggers” helping the “New Diggers”. The immediate 
priorities were woollen goods, especially socks; tobacco and cigarettes (with chocolates for non-smokers); and 
foodstuffs such as jam, puddings and fruit. Bob Ramage, the local RSL president, allowed his business in Station 
Street to act as the receiving depot (PG, 27/10/1939 p. 3). A special parcel was sent to the members of the 
Pakenham militia unit who were training at the Seymour Army Camp. Sergeant Jack Brown wrote back to express the 
boys’ appreciation: “Such dainties are not run on the camp menu and it was quite a treat for all” (PG, 10/11/1939         
p. 3). Later, the Pakenham community established a special gift committee to raise funds to send hampers at 
Christmas time to all of the locals serving overseas. Regular events like community singing raised funds for the 
hampers. A total of 116 hampers were despatched for Christmas 1941 (PG, 4/1/1942 p. 1). Families also sent food 
parcels or canteen vouchers to their loved ones, both while they were in camp in Australia or overseas. 

The Old Diggers answer the call again
The “Old Diggers” of the Pakenham RSL also rallied to the flag, organising a meeting shortly after the outbreak of war 
to enrol members in the “Returned Soldiers’ Reserve” (PG, 8/9/1939 p. 3). The idea was that returned servicemen 
would volunteer for many essential military tasks within Australia (such as guard duty at defence bases and 
aerodromes), thus freeing up their sons and younger brothers to serve overseas with the AIF or continue with 
essential industry and commerce in Australia (PG, 27/10/1939 Supplement). These units became known as the 
“Garrison Battalions”. Although “debarred by their years from a more spectacular part in Australia’s defence effort 
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Above left: Lennie Marshall and his mate Ron Murphy holding special food parcels Lennie’s sisters, Thelma, Alma and Norma, delivered to 
them at the Mount Martha army camp on the Mornington Peninsula (Courtesy of Diane Dunn); Above right: Members of Ray “Cracker” 
Jackson’s unit in Borneo enjoying a “cuppa” provided by the Salvation Army and Australian Comforts Funds (Courtesy of Laurie Jackson). 



         
         

          
and her assistance for England” (Ibid), a number of local 
WW1 Diggers nonetheless wanted to “play their part”. 
These included Ern Gabbett, who enlisted again in 1940 at 
the age of 58. Ern had previously served in the Boer War 
and WW1. Another older resident who enlisted was Robert 
Paddon Dobell of Pakenham Upper. Robert had not been 
able to go to WW1. As his father was sick and his brother already serving at the Font, Robert had to stay behind to 
support his family. When his three sons enlisted in quick succession for WW2, Robert was of the attitude that “no son 
of his was going off to war and do his fighting for him”. So he enlisted too, at the age of 58 and spent the War in 
support roles in Victoria. At least one former WW1 Digger, Dick Bastow, (who was a Pakenham Upper orchardist and 
garage proprietor) actually managed to serve in the AIF itself. He shaved several years off his age to enlist with his 
son Austin, who put his own age up to do so. Another Pakenham Upper resident, Percy Hoyles was not as lucky as 
Dick. Although he shaved eight years off his age to join the AIF in October 1939, Percy was discharged just six 
weeks later. He then enlisted in the CMF, which accepted men up to the age of 60 for service within Australia.   

The RSL also formed a part-time “civil defence” organisation known as the “Volunteer Defence Corps” (VDC) which 
WW1 Diggers could join. VDC members were trained in tasks which would be required in the event of an enemy 
invasion, including the use of explosives to demolish strategic infrastructure such as bridges. The local unit was the 
11th Battalion VDC. Its officers included Syd Thewlis, Jack Ellett, Alan Wood and Jim Leadoux. The VDC’s other 
activities included helping to save properties during the January 1944 bushfires which threatened to destroy 
Pakenham East (DJ, 26/1/1944 p. 1) and guarding two American fighter planes which were forced by poor weather 
to make an emergency landing on the Pakenham Racecourse (Argus, 10/5/1944 p. 3). Older men could also join the 
Civil Construction Corps. Established in 1942, the Corps was intended to be an “army behind the Army”, building  
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Above: Some of Pakenham’s “Old Diggers” who enlisted again for 
service in WW2 (LtoR): Ern Gabbett, who was 58 years old when he 
enlisted in the Garrison Battalion in 1940 (Courtesy of NAA 
B884/V7041); Wally Gribble, who also served in Australia (Courtesy of 
Margaret Richards); and Bill Lorimer of the Toomuc Valley. The VDC 
(Volunteer Defence Corps) patch is visible on Bill’s shoulder. Bill later 
served at an Italian POW camp at Cribb Point (Courtesy of John 
Waterhouse). Right: the card Robert Dobell gave his wife Amy after he 
left for Army service (Courtesy of Dobell family).



infrastructure such as roads and airfields essential to the defence of Australia, while freeing up younger men for 
military service. One of the locals who served with the Civil Construction Corps was Wally Black, a leading Pakenham 
Upper orchardist and former WW1 Digger, who drove trucks for Country Roads Board (CRB). 

The “phoney war”
In what must count as one of the most cynical alliances in world history, Nazi Germany had been joined by the Soviet 
Union in the conquest of Poland. Despite valiant resistance on the part of the Poles, their country was quickly overrun 
before Britain and France could do anything meaningful to assist. The War now entered a phase known as the 
“phoney war”, when little other than further military build up and preparations occurred on both sides. In late 1939 
and early 1940, there was immense confidence in the capability of both the British and French militaries. This was 
expressed in syndicated articles which regularly appeared in the Pakenham Gazette with titles such as: “The King’s 
Navy - Britain rules the waves - the Empire’s naval might” (PG, 8/12/1939 Supplement). Articles also appeared 
reminding people of the evils of Nazism and explaining the reasons why the War was being fought, including the 
need to protect smaller countries against aggression (PG, 26/1/1940 Supplement). During this period, life in 
Pakenham continued more or less as usual, albeit with a slightly martial flavour. For example, the annual New Year’s 
Day picnic races held at Pakenham Racecourse on 1 January 1940 featured a “Light Horse Troop Race”. The riders 
had to be certified troopers with horses that had attended six parades at the Bairnsdale military camp. The winner 
“Raytheon” was ridden by Jim Ahern (son of Berwick Shire Secretary James Ahern) who was serving with the 13th 
Light Horse, while his brother, Trooper Lin Ahern came in third on his horse “Indian” (PG, 5/1/1940. p. 3). 

The “phoney war” came to a spectacular end in April 1940, when the Germans invaded Denmark and Norway. The 
British military response was ineffective. The following month, the Germans launched their “Blitzkrieg” against 
France, Belgium and Holland. French military resolve quickly crumbled and the Germans occupied Paris within 
weeks. The British Expeditionary Force (BEF) was pushed towards the English Channel and seemingly inevitable
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Above left: Lin Ahern astride one of his beautiful horses (Courtesy of Tim Ahern); Above right: Alexander and Louisa Pepper of 
Pakenham East became the first family in the district to lose a loved one during the War, when their grandson Flying Officer Douglas 
Alexander Cameron (circled) was shot down over Luxembourg in May 1940 and subsequently died. Douglas was serving with the 
RAF at the time (Courtesy of AWM - 000202). 



capture. The crisis led to the fall of the British Government and the installation of Winston Churchill as Prime Minister. 
Meanwhile, Italy decided to enter the War on Germany’s side. During this desperate time, Alexander and Louisa 
Pepper of “The Meadows”, Pakenham East became the “first family in the district to feel the toll of the war”. Their 
grandson, Flying-Officer Douglas Alexander Cameron, who was serving with 226 Squadron RAF, was shot down over 
Luxembourg while attacking German troops advancing through that country. Douglas was badly wounded in the 
crash and died in hospital on 10 May 1940 (DJ, 3/7/1940 p. 6). He was just 25 years old. Douglas was buried in the 
Diekirch Communal Cemetery in Luxembourg. 

Rallying patriotic sentiments
Perhaps because it was a local newspaper and / or due to wartime 
censorship, the Pakenham Gazette did not report or comment directly on 
these grim events. However, there was a noticeable change in the tenor of 
the syndicated articles it published. Some, like an article by the famous 
Australian WW1 historian Charles Bean entitled “If Hitler Won the War?”, 
raised the spectre of the British Navy being abolished and “Australia 
swamped by Asiatics” (PG, 12/4/1940 Supplement). Another article entitled 
“When Germany Dictates a Peace” recounted the harsh terms Germany 
imposed on Russia during WW1 (PG, 24/5/1940 Supplement). Other articles 
spoke of Hitler’s “ambition to ... eventually rule the world” (Ibid) and 
compared the situation in Europe with the barbarian invasions which 
destroyed the Roman Empire (PG, 26/4/1940 Supplement). Articles like these 
were intended to stimulate and rally patriotic sentiments - both in terms of 
more enlistments and greater effort on the “Home Front” to the aid of Britain in 
her “darkest hour”: “Our national future - and indeed whatever makes life 
worth living to us - is now called into question. The only way to settle this 
question is by victory” (PG, 12/7/1940 Supplement). 

Against this backdrop, the Berwick Shire Council organised a large patriotic rally in King’s Theatre Pakenham on 9 
June 1940. Attended by five hundred residents, the rally was addressed by local Federal MP, Mr Fairbairn, who told 
the audience: “We were in the greatest danger the British race had ever faced in 1000 years of history. We were 
facing the greatest fighting force the world had ever known - a force more efficient, more powerful than we dreamed 
could be got together”. Mr Fairbairn also spoke of the “great struggle that lay ahead of us, and said that so long as 
the British flag was in being, the race would keep alive the fame of Liberty”. Other speakers appealed not only for 
more recruits, but also an “all-in-job” on the Home Front to provide the resources and materials needed for victory.   
Described by the Pakenham Gazette as an “inspiring rally”, the event ended with the singing of the patriotic songs 
“Land of Hope and Glory” and “Rule Britannia” (Ibid). A similar rally was held in Berwick in July, addressed by a 
number of speakers including Dame Enid Lyons, who highlighted the tyranny of the Nazis, including their treatment 
of the Jewish people (PG, 26/7/1940 p.4). 

Pakenham’s “all-in effort” for the patriotic funds
A tangible outcome from the patriotic rally was to combine the various fundraising efforts underway in the district. A 
“Pakenham and District Soldiers’ Welfare League” was established, chaired by Cr Michael Bourke and including 
representatives of the Red Cross, RSL, sporting bodies and residents. The committee set out to raise £1,000 which 
would be divided between the Red Cross, Comforts Fund and the RSL Soldiers’ Welfare Fund. Fund-raising events 
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were enthusiastically organised, including 
dances at the fire station (with the band 
playing for free) and a concert at the 
Mechanics’ Institute. The Pakenham Racing 
Club also held a special “patriotic” race 
meeting, which raised £350 for the fund, which was said to be “typical of a 
body which has ... contributed so materially towards the maintenance and 
expansion of district public institutions” (PG, 20/9/1940 p. 3). Scrap metal was 
collected, while donations came from a variety of sources, including from 
farmers who donated the proceeds from the sale of livestock. A “sock social” 
was the finale of the fundraising drive. This involved distribution of miniature 
socks to residents from Rythdale in the south to Pakenham Upper in the north 
and Cardinia Road in the West and Dore Road in the East. The idea was that 
people would donate twice their shoe size in pence. Some £40 was raised, 
with the Pakenham Gazette noting that “some people in the district must have 
enormous feet, for individual socks contained as much as £1 - which means their owners take size 120 shoes!”        
(PG, 4/10/1940 p. 3). The final total of the Pakenham patriotic appeal was £675 ($53,900 in today’s dollars). The 
boost to their funds meant the Pakenham RSL was now able to provide assistance when the family members of 
serving Diggers were in need because of illness or other distress (PG, 15/11/1940 p. 3).

School children make their contribution
Local school students were encouraged to contribute to the war effort in various ways, including through materials 
drives and fund-raising. As in WW1, the State Education Department established a War Relief Fund. Pakenham State 
School students, assisted by their teachers and the Mothers’ Club, achieved an “imposing record of patriotic 
service”, raising hundreds of pounds for the fund. These funds were raised through both small weekly donations and 
special events such as the “backyard bazaar” organised by Alma Marshall, June Pobjoy, Joan Andrews and 
Margaret Jackson, who all had brothers or fathers serving in the Army. Held at the home of Police Constable Jim 
Marshall, the bazaar was patronised by a large number of adults and children, raising over £8 for the fund                 
(PG, 20/3/1942 p. 1). Local students also saved to purchase hundreds of pounds worth of war savings bonds                 
(PG, 25/10/1940 p. 3 & 25/12/1942 p.1). Those who individually raised £1 or more for the fund received a special 
“Young Workers’ Patriotic Guild” certificate (PG, 25/12/1942 p. 1). School students were able to assist the war effort 
in other ways too. The late Michael Houlihan, who was a student at the Five Mile School during the War, could 
remember helping to make camouflage nets, while at the Pakenham State School, the students planted half an acre 
of potatoes and pumpkins to grow extra food (PG, 3/11/1944 p. 3). 

Battle of Britain, the “Blitz” and RAAF Recruitment
One of the few glimmers of hope coming from Europe during these dark times was the performance of Britain’s Royal 
Air Force (RAF), which was bravely defending the UK against “intense air action by the largest concentration of 
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Right: Button sold to raise funds for the RSL War 
Service Fund (BPHS Collection). Far right: 
advertisements from the Pakenham Gazette for 
patriotic fund raising events arranged by local 
sporting clubs (Courtesy of Pakenham Gazette). 



aeroplanes yet seen in any war” (PG, 26/7/1940, p.4). In support of British efforts, the Australian Government 
launched a recruitment campaign for the RAAF, which would make air crews available to the British through the 
Empire Air Training Scheme. “Flying squads” of RAAF recruitment officers visited country centres, seeking not only 
recruits for air crews, but also support roles such as fitters and wireless operators (PG, 5/7/1940 p. 4 &                      
PG, 27/9/1940 p. 4). Ron Doyle, Errol and Jack Robinson, Jack Pepper and Ray J. Jackson (Don Jackson’s brother) 
were locals who served with the air force in the UK.  

There was immense pride in the indomitable spirit of the British people during the Battle of Britain and “the Blitz”, 
when major cities were subjected to saturation bombing. To help those enduring this ordeal, the Pakenham CWA 
crocheted a rug, which it hoped would give a “great amount of comfort and warmth ... to some of our brave kinsfolk 
in Britain who have suffered so much in the destruction and devastation in the Motherland” (PG, 12/12/1941 p. 3). By 
the end of 1941, the Pakenham Gazette was publishing photographs of RAF bomber air crews heading for Germany                 
(PG, 7/11/1941 Supplement). 

Death of local MP
In August 1940, the Federal Member for Flinders, James 
Fairbairn (who was Minister for Air responsible for the RAAF 
in Robert Menzies’ Government), was on board a plane 
which crashed near Canberra. All the passengers and crew 
were killed, including Mr Fairbairn, the Minister for the Army, 
the Vice President of the Federal Executive Council and the 
Chief of the Army General Staff. The Berwick Shire Council 
stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Mr Fairbairn, 
remembering him as a “gallant soldier and friend and one 
who has rendered wonderful service to the community” (PG, 
3/8/1940 p. 3). The tragedy contributed to instability within 
the Federal Government and Parliament.  Robert Menzies
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Those who served in the UK with the air force during WW2 
included (LtoR): Ray J. Jackson (Courtesy of Don 
Jackson); Errol Robinson (Courtesy of Wayne Robinson); 
and Ron Doyle [pictured with his siblings in Melbourne 
before leaving for overseas] (Courtesy of Wally Nye).  

Above right: James Fairbairn, Minister for Air and Member for Flinders (holding hat) chatting with recruits at an RAAF Recruitment Depot 
in Melbourne in 1940 (Courtesy of AWM - 000662). 



was replaced as Prime Minister a few months later, whilst his successor Arthur Fadden lost power to the Labor 
Party’s John Curtin in late 1941. Mr Fairbairn was succeeded as Member for Flinders by Lieutenant Colonel Ryan of 
“Edrington”, Berwick. Campaigning for election at Pakenham in September 1940, Lt Col. Ryan reminded his 
audience that: “The British Empire, and Australia as part of it, were fighting for existence. But it was fighting for more 
than that - for those ideals which had come down to us from the past, which had given us our traditions, our culture 
and our freedom as a Christian people. Our ideals, our ways of living and the future of our children were at stake ... 
We are fighting for our future, and this was a time to choose our men well. We wanted men of action not words; men 
of experience, not mere theorists; men of courage and vision, not men of faint heart and sectional thought”. He was 
confident that Britain’s determination would see her win the War, but believed “the margin of safety was now small, 
but it was up to us to do our utmost to increase that margin” (PG, 18/9/1940 p. 4).

Victories In the Middle East and North Africa 
Members of the Second AIF began arriving in the Middle East in 1940, where they 
were initially deployed by the British in defensive positions in Palestine and Egypt. 
They found these destinations to be exotic as they had been to their fathers and 
uncles in WW1. Private Frank Webster wrote home to his parents in Army Road 
describing the places he visited whilst on leave in Egypt, including the Great 
Pyramids: “The biggest one is 451 feet high and the bottom covers 15 acres. It took 
one million slaves 500 years to build. Only seeing is believing” (PG, 24/1/1941 p. 4). 
Private Cecil Pobjoy wrote home to his wife describing a visit to a 1,500 year old 
Turkish bath, saying it made he and his mates feel like “Nero at his bed stand”. 
Cecil also described visits to Jerusalem and Bethlehem (PG, 4/7/1941 p. 2 &                              
PG 11/7/1941 p. 3). 

In September 1940, the Italians invaded Egypt from Libya, with the capture of the Suez Canal as their objective. They 
were repulsed, and from December 1940, the Australian 6th Division was part of the British counter-offensive, which 
quickly advanced through Libya. The actions of the Australians at Bardia (where they took 40,000 Italians prisoner),  
Tobruk and Benghazi soon became legendary. The success of the British offensive prompted German intervention in 
the form of General Erwin Rommel’s famous “Afrika Korps” panzer (tank) units, which proved to be a tougher 
proposition than “Musso’s Militia”.

Above: Road sign on the 
Egyptian / Libyan border, 
giving distances to key 
Libyan towns (Courtesy of 
Richard Shelton); Far left: 
Frank Webster and a mate 
enjoying a beer at the 
Australian Club in Tel Aviv 
(Courtesy of Karl Webster); 
Middle: Jack Shelton driving 
an Army truck in North Africa 
( C o u r t e s y o f R i c h a r d 
Shelton). Left: Portrait of 
Hugh Hawkins sketched in 
Alexandria, Egypt (Courtesy 
of Delphine Passmore).
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Private Harold Norris, whose family had an orchard 
property on Army Settlement Road, served as a 
signaller with the AIF 7th Division in Palestine and 
Syria. These photographs from Harold’s photograph 
albums, convey something of the exotic nature of his 
wartime experiences: 1. Harold visiting the Church of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem; 2. A Jerusalem street 
scene; 3. Australian soldiers sightseeing in 
Jerusalem; 4. Harold on a motorcycle in the Syrian 
mountains during winter; 5. A camel being used to 
plough a farmer’s land; 6. The luxury ocean liner 
Queen Mary, which conveyed Harold and other 
Australian forces to the Middle East; 7. The “Wailing 
Wall” in Jerusalem (Courtesy of Joan Lewis). 
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Two Berwick Shire Employees Win the Military Medal (MM) in Libya
Sergeant Ron Chambers, who was the assistant Berwick Shire Engineer, won the prestigious Military Medal (MM) in 
Libya. Whilst under continuous enemy shelling, Ron disarmed three-quarters of a mile of landmines blocking the 
Australian advance south of Wadi Derna between Tobruk and Benghazi (PG, 9/1/1942 p. 2). Private Frank Webster 
described Ron’s feat as “hair raising” (PG, 11/4/1941 p. 2). Another Berwick Shire employee, Alex Crawford, who was 
a grader driver with the Shire Roads Department, also won the Military Medal for his “courage and coolness” at 
Bardia (PG, 11/4/1941 p. 3). 

Then the Greek tragedy
Following their successes against the Italians in Libya, a large number of Australian troops were sent to Greece in 
March 1941 to help British, Commonwealth and Greek forces defend that country against an imminent German 
invasion. Many went straight from the Sahara Desert to the cold mountain passes of northern Greece. They were 
ill-prepared and ill-equipped to face a superior German invasion force, which included elite Waffen SS Panzer units, 
airborne paratroopers and Stuka dive bombers. Employing the most modern military techniques, the Germans 
quickly broke through the defences in the north. Alex Crawford MM of Officer wrote that the Germans “came through 
in thousands in mass formation” and that they “bombed and gunned from dawn to dark - the sky was just black with 
German planes. How we prayed for darkness ...” (PG, 1/8/1941, p. 3). The Allies were forced to begin an arduous 
withdrawal towards the ports of southern Greece, where the Royal Navy planned to evacuate them to the island of 
Crete. All the way, they were attacked by the Germans, whose paratroopers would descend from the sky at any 
moment. Private Jack Buckland from Pakenham Upper summarised his experiences in a letter home: “We had only 
been in position [near the Yugoslav border] for a day when it started snowing. It snowed for two or three days. It was 
the first snow storm I had been in and I hope it is the last as it was too cold for me ... After the snow storms had 
cleared up, the German planes started coming over, and they bombed and machine-gunned us from then until we 
left Greece ...  I, and four others riding in my truck, had a very narrow escape when the truck was machine-gunned 
by German planes and set on fire. Everything we had was destroyed, and we were left with what we stood up in - 
and about 20 miles from the camp. We had to hitch hike the rest of the way that day, and a further 17 miles the next 
day to get another truck ... During the last week we were in Greece we had hardly any sleep at all, driving all night 
and dodging planes all day ... When my gear was burnt I lost the wallet Dad gave me before I left, the watch that was 
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Ron Chambers of Pakenham (left) and Alex Crawford of Officer (right) both won the Military Medal in Libya. Both Ron and Alex worked 
for the Berwick Shire Council (Courtesy of NAA B883 / VX 14019 & VX1305). 



presented to me, and all the photos I had brought with me and had sent to me”. In a later letter, Jack wrote: “I was in 
Greece while heaviest of the fighting was on and I was evacuated to Crete. While I was there I was given a rifle, put 
into an infantry company and put on patrol against paratroopers. No troops were landed where we were but the 
German planes chased us a few times ... When it was decided for us to evacuate we had to walk nearly 50 miles in 
less than three days to embark. We had to climb from sea level on one side of the island over a range of mountains 
several thousand feet high and down to the beach on the other side of the island. I was brought off on the same 
cruiser that brought me out of Greece”. When he returned to Palestine, Jack met Frank Webster - “the first Pakenham 
lad I have met, although I have heard from a few others” (PG, 18/7/1941, p. 4). 

Frank, who had also been involved in the Greek campaign also wrote home describing his experiences: “we all 
thought Greece was bad, but Crete was ‘Hell on earth’. As you can all imagine, it is only an island 160 miles by 30 
miles wide. Thousands of troops fought for 12 days in hard hand to hand fighting. The ‘Jerry’ controlled the air and 
we had the sea. What it was like I cannot express in words. The air was full of planes, bombing, dive-bombing and 
machine gunning. Our Ac.Ac.[anti-aircraft] guns ran hot. The Germans even brought horses by planes ... Believe me, 
I was not sorry when I was detailed to take a batch of wounded to the other side of the island when Suda Bay fell. It 
took us 2.5 days to cover 30 miles. We were bombed and machine-gunned for every hour of daylight, and at 
night-time they dropped flares and more bombs ... Only seeing is believing the sights I have seen - towns as big as 
Dandenong reduced to burning ruins in a few hours. In Greece, tears came to my eyes dozens of times as I saw old 
people, women and children evacuating their homes and plodding along the roads - footsore, hungry and wet to the 
skin. Of this in Crete, the less said the better ... I left Aussie to see action - and I have sure seen it, going through 
Libya, Greece and Crete. The ship I left Greece on got sunk by a bomb, and the one I left Crete on was hit but made 
port ... But we will win. We may be knocked about but we that are left must make the enemy pay. Folks, at all costs 
we must stop this Hitler ...” (PG, 27/6/1941 p. 2). Jack and Frank were lucky to make it back to Egypt. Some 39% of 
the AIF deployed to Greece and Crete were casualties - either killed, wounded or taken POW. Several local soldiers, 
including Geoff Ambrose, Ken Lineham and Ron Chambers were initially reported as missing, but later confirmed as 
POWs (PG, 13/7/1941 p. 3 & 19/9/1941 p. 3). Lloyd Walker, who was associated with both Berwick and Pakenham 
and was one of the first from the Berwick Shire to enlist, somehow managed to escape Crete, only to be later killed in 
action in New Guinea (DJ, 22/9/1943 p. 10).
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Above left: Private Jack Buckland of Pakenham Upper (Courtesy of NAA B883/VX13394), who was lucky to escape from Greece alive;  
Middle: Australian soldiers shovelling snow in northern Greece (Courtesy of AWM - PO2572.014). Right: Australian Army trucks burning 
during the evacuation from Greece (also courtesy of AWM - 068607).
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Photographs of the Greece & Crete campaign from the wartime photograph album of Private Frank Webster, who served with field 
ambulance and medical units: 1. Frank’s unit marching to take up positions before the invasion of Crete with Frank circled in red; 2. 
German paratroopers landing on Crete; 3. This photograph is captioned: “Officers’ Mess - Crete”;  4. This photograph is captioned: “First 
wash for Days Crete”; 5. Frank Webster (right) helping to man a mobile casualty cleaning station; 6. Australian soldiers with a 
camouflaged truck (Courtesy of Karl Webster).  
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The disaster for the AIF in Greece and Crete was a double personal tragedy for Sir Frederick Mann and his wife 
Adeline, who owned “Goronga” at Pakenham Upper. First, their younger son Lieutenant Bill Mann, who was a platoon 
commander with the 2/6th Battalion AIF, was reported missing in Greece. Then a week later, they received news that 
their eldest son Lieutenant Jim Mann, who was serving with the 7th Battery, 2/3 Light Anti-Aircraft (LAA) Regiment on 
Crete, was missing too. News eventually came through that Bill had been taken prisoner by the Germans after being 
wounded in a fire fight with German paratroopers as his platoon desperately attempted to defend the strategic 
bridge over the Corinth Canal. There was no official word about Jim however. Eventually, the Manns were notified of 
unconfirmed reports that Jim had drowned at sea during the evacuation from Crete. He had been on board HMS 
Hereward en-route to Egypt when it was attacked by German dive bombers. There were other conflicting reports 
though, which suggested Jim might have been taken POW instead. Only in November 1941 did the Manns receive 
confirmation via the Red Cross of Jim’s death at sea (The Age, 8/11/1941 p. 10), the heroic circumstances of which 
were detailed in letters later received from eye witnesses: “After the ‘Hereward’ had been bombed and the men on 
board had taken to the sea, clinging to rafts and spars, Lieutenant Mann was seen by several men swimming from 
raft to raft and helping as many as he could. He gave up his position on a buoy, to which he was clinging for rest, to 
an exhausted man and swam away past two other groups of men. No further was heard of him and I regret to say 
that it is the opinion of the men who underwent that trial that he could not have survived very long in the sea that was 
running” (NAA B883/VX14000). It is difficult to imagine what the Mann family must have felt awaiting news of their 
sons’ fates. Something of what must have been an emotional roller-coaster was conveyed by someone who knew Jim 
Mann personally: “we have hoped and prayed that many of those reported missing may yet be found, and we have 
rejoiced when word has come through in the short official notification, ‘Prisoner of War’ or ‘rejoined unit’, that another 
of our men was safe. Or, after a long period of waiting, came the final announcement that all hope had been 
abandoned ... (Australasian, 6/12/1941 p. 36).

One of those who survived the sinking of the HMAS Hereward was Gunner Alan Young (VX47581) of Cardinia, who 
also served with the 7th Battery, 2/3 LAA. Alan was rescued by the Royal Italian Navy, and eventually incarcerated in 
northern Italy. After Italy switched sides in 1943, Alan and some other Australians escaped from their camp, hoping 
to make it to neutral Switzerland, but were captured by the Germans and sent to Stalag VIIIB in Germany.  
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Above left: Lieutenant Bill Mann who was taken POW in May 1941. Middle: Lieutenant Jim Mann, who drowned at sea during the 
evacuation of Crete after heroically giving up his position on a life buoy to another soldier. Above right: Bill and Jim’s parents, Sir Frederick 
and Adeline, Lady Mann. Sir Frederick was Victoria’s Chief Justice and Lieutenant Governor (Courtesy of Elizabeth Fraser). 



Assisting the POWs
Following the disaster in Greece, Army 
Road residents formed a POW aid 
group. Most residents there promised to 
give one shilling (10 cents) per week for 
the duration of the War so that parcels 
could be sent to POWs (PG, 22/8/1941 
p. 3). Given one of its employees was 
now a POW, Berwick Shire also 
considered ways in which it could assist 
POWs. The possibility of “adopting” 
Assistant Shire Engineer Ron Chambers 
as their POW was considered, but 
proved impossible. Ultimately, the Shire 
decided to contribute a penny in the 
pound from rates to the Red Cross 
POW fund. In this way, it was felt that all 
ratepayers could contribute to helping 
the POWs no matter who or where they were (PG, 28/11/1941 p. 3). The assistance the POWs received was always 
gratefully received. Albert Fisher, who was a POW at Stalag XVIIIA in Germany, wrote to friends at Army Road in 1942 
telling them that he had received a total of nine Red Cross parcels so far. As there was a stove in his barracks, Albert 
and other POWs were “turning out some good dishes. I think that by the time we get home some of the boys will be 
expert cooks. We are getting a great variety of tinned meats, sweets, margarine, tea and sugar, jam, honey and 
dozens of other things out of the parcels, also cigarettes, and books and warm clothing for the winter, so tell all 
friends that there is no need to worry at all, as I am doing quite well and hope that you are the same”. He also said 
that “the Red Cross is doing a great work for the prisoners of war” (PG, 12/6/1942  p. 1). Ron Chambers’ letters home 
from his Stalag were also initially upbeat, but following a dispute between members of his working party and the 
German authorities, Ron was accused of mutiny. After being subjected to a mock execution, he was court martialled 
and sentenced to five years’ hard labour in a military prison. This was thought to be the longest sentence imposed by 
the Nazis on any British soldier. Ron was kept in solitary confinement in dark cells for months, held in handcuffed and 
leg irons. His weight dropped from 13 stone (82kgs) to a mere 7 stone 3 pounds (45kg). Ron was later re-tried and 
acquitted of all but one charge, but as he said after the War, “This left me however, with a substantial credit balance” 
(NAA: MP927/1, C/A3/82). Of course, Ron’s family and friends back home had no idea of his treatment, as letters 
from the POWs were heavily censored by the Germans. Letters sent to the POWs from Australia were also censored, 
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Right: Gunner Alan Young of Cardinia, who 
survived the sinking of the HMS Hereward, but 
was taken POW by the I tal ians. This 
photograph was taken in 1943 after he was 
captured by the Germans following his escape 
from a northern Italian POW camp (Courtesy of 
NAA - B883, VX47581). Far right: Photograph of 
Private Geoff Ambrose as a POW of the 
Germans (Courtesy of NAA - B883, VX14072). 
Below: The telegram Geoff’s parents received 
notifying them that he was missing (Courtesy of 
NAA - B883, VX14072).



as it was expected they would be read by the Germans first: “It is necessary, therefore, that the contents of such 
letters do not express sentiments or opinions, or give information that the enemy may use to his own advantage in his 
propaganda” (PG, 12/9/1941 p. 3).

Italian “aliens” on the Swamp
Following the outbreak of war in September 1939, all non-British residents, including Italians living at Koo Wee Rup, 
Pakenham South and Rythdale, were required to register as “aliens” with the Government. Once Mussolini joined 
Germany’s side in June 1940, increased restrictions were placed on the Italians, including the need for permits to 
travel outside of their home district, even to Dandenong (DJ, 27/10/1943 p. 3). Permission was also required to 
purchase property. Across Australia, several thousand Italians were interned. In addition to such regulations, there 
was also growing suspicion of and even some hostility shown towards the Italians locally. Within a month of Italy 
entering the War, concerns were expressed about the potential for Italians to act as “fifth columnists”, creating 
confusion or destroying infrastructure like bridges and drains in the event of an enemy attack (DJ, 10/7/1940 p. 1). 
Indeed, one of local Police Constable Jim Marshall’s wartime tasks was to periodically inspect local bridges for any 
signs of sabotage. Neville Smith who grew up at Pakenham South, remembers a man stood up in the picture theatre 
at Koo Wee Rup and threatened to fight any “Dagoes” present, before fortunately being shown the door. Neville also 
remembers an incident when some young Italian lads refused to salute the Australian flag and “received a hiding 
until they did”. When it became known that some Italians had begun to make charcoal at Gembrook, Cr Anderson 
was reported as saying: “We don’t want any foreigners up in the forests in the summer ... We don’t want them 
anywhere but in internment camps” (DJ, 22/4/1942 p. 2). Local RSL branches also expressed concern about Italians 
acquiring land and “waxing rich at the expense of Australians away fighting for their country” and warned that 
Australian soldiers returning home might one day have to work for them (DJ, 17/6/1942 p. 8). At the 1941 Victorian 
RSL Conference, the Koo Wee Rup RSL proposed that the Government prohibit land sales and leasing to aliens, 
while other sub-branches suggested measures to further restrict the activities of enemy aliens, such as the 
cancellation of drivers’ licences and making public conversations in Italian illegal. There were also calls to prohibit 
any fur ther I ta l ian migrat ion to Austra l ia                
(Argus, 25/7/1941 p. 3).  

During the War, a camp for Italian POWs was 
opened near Bayles. Ron Blackwood remembers 
the POWs being allowed out to work on local farms. 
They wore distinctive russet / orange coloured 
over-alls, presumably so they could be easily 
spotted if they escaped, although Ron understands 
none ever did, as they were treated and fed well in 
camp. Keith Stone, who regularly visited the POW 
camps as part of his Army duties, used to recall 
enjoying home cooked meals with the Italian 
prisoners. Neville Smith tells the funny story that one 
day on Tom Vaughan’s property, he and some 
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Right: Alien registration papers issued in October 1939 to Mrs 
Lucia Rossetti, mother of the future Shire President Charlie 
Rossetti. The Rossetti family were then living at Koo Wee Rup 
( C o u r t e s y o f N A A B 6 5 3 1 - 
NATURALISED/1946-1947/ITALIAN/ROSSETTI LUCIA). 



friends found what looked like a red silk parachute with a strange box attached. They quickly concluded that it must 
have been dropped for the Italian POWs, the parachute being red so that it could be dropped unseen at sunset! 
When Neville took the parachute and box to his father Bill Smith (the local Pakenham South air raid warden), it turned 
out to be a weather balloon with the box containing meteorological instruments! Given clothing rationing, Nancy 
Vaughan took the balloon home so her mother could make her a new dress. 

The Rats of Tobruk
During the fighting in Greece and Crete, the Germans had also pounced in North Africa, where General Erwin 
Rommel’s famous “Afrika Korps” rapidly pushed the remaining British forces back into Egypt, with the exception of 
those holding the port town of Tobruk. The garrison there consisted mainly of Australian troops under General Sir 
Leslie Morshead. The Germans besieged the town for 241 days, during which time the defenders were subject to 
major German assaults, artillery shelling and frequent aerial bombing. Amongst the famous “Rats of Tobruk”, were 
Pakenham lads Max Martin, Les Richards and Jack Shelton. Jack, who was serving with the 9th Division Petrol Coy, 
used to recall that when the Germans strafed and bombed the Australian positions, they would always target the old 
trenches left behind by the Italians. For that reason, Jack used to prefer to dig a fox hole of his own. On one 
occasion, Jack had a near miss when his fox hole was hit just after he had left it. Unfortunately, one of his mates, who 
had remained in the hole, was killed. The only way the British could supply the besieged garrison was by sea. After 
bravely holding out against all odds, by August 1941, the Australians’ health had deteriorated to the point where it 
was decided to evacuate them. The British reinforced Tobruk with fresh British, Polish and Czech troops and 
evacuated the Australians by sea. Tobruk finally fell to the Germans in June 1942. 
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Left: Australian soldiers proudly holding 
a “Rats of Tobruk” banner (Courtesy of 
State Library of South Australia PRG 
691/12/7). Above: Jack Shelton (circled), 
in a fox hole at El Alamein in 1942. 
Despite the rigours of desert warfare, 
Jack liked to shave every day to remain 
“civilised”. He would use a little bit of 
water from his flask to do so. Right: The 
grave of Fred Burton, one of Jack 
Shelton’s mates killed at Tobruk.  
(Courtesy of Richard Shelton). 



The sinking of the HMAS Parramatta   
One of the naval vessels which helped to 
supply the besieged garrison at Tobruk was 
the HMAS Parramatta. Tragically, the HMAS 
Parramatta was torpedoed by a German 
U-boat off the Libyan coast in November 
1941. Of the crew, 138 died and only 24 
survived. Amongst those who were killed 
was Able Seaman Anthony “Bob” Moon of 
Pakenham (PG, 12/12/1941 p. 3). Bob had 
attended St Patrick’s Convent School as a 
boy. The late Hughie Bourke, who studied at 
St Patrick’s during the War, remembered that 
when the news of the ship’s sinking reached 
Pakenham, the Sisters took the students into 
the church to pray the rosary for Bob.
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Above: Siege of Tobruk photographs from Jack Shelton’s wartime photograph albums. Above left: An oil barge in Tobruk harbour set on fire 
by German bombs. Above right: Australian soldiers inspecting a downed German Luftwaffe fighter plane (Courtesy of Richard Shelton). 

Below: HMAS Parramatta (Courtesy of AWM 
301144). Right: Bob Moon and the others lost on 
the HMAS Parramatta are commemorated on the 
Australian War Memorial’s Roll of Honour in 
Canberra (Courtesy of Patrick Ferry). 



Sinking of the HMAS Sydney
Another Royal Australian Navy warship which had served in the Mediterranean was the light cruiser HMAS Sydney. 
Commanded by Captain John Collins, HMAS Sydney participated in a number of naval battles against the Italians, 
including at Cape Spada, where it was instrumental in the sinking of the Italian warship Bartolomeo Colleoni. When 
HMAS Sydney returned to Sydney in February 1941, its crew was mobbed like film stars. A special Red Cross dance 
was specially organised in Pakenham for Able Seaman Tom Cook when he returned home on leave from the ship. 
According to Cr Michael Bourke, locals had followed the performance of the HMAS Sydney very closely, knowing 
Tom was part of the crew. Cr Bourke went on to say that: “When we knew that Tommy Cook was on leave we felt we 
could not let the opportunity pass without in some way showing our appreciation of the wonderful performance put 
up by him and his comrades in recent months”. The Shire Secretary, James Ahern said Tom was “truly representative 
of Pakenham” and wished him “good luck all your days” (PG, 21/2/1941 p. 4). Tom’s luck began as soon as he 
finished his leave, for he was transferred to another posting. This meant he was not on board HMAS Sydney when it 
was sunk by a German raider off the Western Australian coast on 19 November 1941. All those on board perished, 
including Leading Stoker Cyril Aumann of Narre Warren and Surgeon Commander John Reid Hasker, brother of Meg 
Patterson of Officer. 

Within weeks, the Berwick Shire arranged public meetings to raise money for the Lord Mayor of Melbourne’s HMAS 
Sydney Replacement Fund. A meeting held at King’s Theatre in December 1941 began with everyone standing 
silently “in memory of the gallant men of the Sydney”. Some £250 was raised at the event. One 83 year old woman 
donated a couple of two pence postage stamps as her contribution: “Fourpence probably means more to that old 
lady than thousands paid ... in Melbourne by wealthy people” (PG, 19/12/1941 p. 3). Ultimately, the Berwick Shire 
raised over £650 for the HMAS Sydney’s replacement (PG, 29/5/1942 p. 1).

51

Left: Tom Cook from Army Road served on the HMAS Sydney during its famous tour of 
duty in the Mediterranean. This photograph of Tom is from the wartime photo album of 
Private Frank Webster, who also lived on Army Road. The caption indicates it was taken 
just an hour before the Sydney went into action against the Italian warship “Bartolomeo 
Colleoni” (Courtesy of Karl Webster). Above: The HMAS Sydney in Sydney Harbour 
after returning from the Mediterranean in early 1941 (Courtesy of AWM P08917.006). 
Fortunately, Tom was given another posting and was not on board the HMAS Sydney 
when it was sunk off the Western Australian coast in November 1941.  



Japan enters the War
During 1940 and 1941, the situation in Asia became more ominous, as Japan moved to occupy French Indochina. 
From there, Japanese forces could easily strike at Malaya, Singapore, the Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia) and 
the Phillipines. As a contingency, Australian troops were sent northwards to garrison Rabaul in the Australian territory 
of New Guinea and to Malaya, Singapore and Ambon to support British and Dutch positions there. Pakenham lads 
sent to New Guinea and South East Asia found these to be as exotic as the Middle East was to their mates sent to 
that theatre of war. Wal Sheldon, who was sent to Malaya, wrote back to his parents in Army Road, describing his 
visits to Chinese temples, fortune tellers and rubber plantations. He also reported seeing American apples in the 
shops, together with bananas and pineapples, which were cheaper than in Australia (PG, 8/8/1941 p. 2). 

At a presentation for Jack Pepper, Robert Snodgrass and Gordon Graham held in October 1941, Mr Jobling of the 
RSL told the assembled crowd that “some people did not seem to realise that there was a war on the other side of 
the world, but he was afraid the time was coming when they might have a rude awakening” (PG, 10/10/1941 p. 4). 
Speaking on behalf of those being honoured, Gordon Graham, who had already seen service with the RAN, “voiced 
the hope that war would never come here”  (PG, 10/10/1941 p. 4). Unfortunately, just weeks later, war broke out in the 
Asia-Pacific when Japan attacked the American naval base at Pearl Harbour, Hawaii on 7 December 1941. Within 
hours, Japanese forces were also attacking Hong Kong, Malaya and the Phillipines. The swiftness of the Allied 
collapse in the region was stunning: Hong Kong fell to the Japanese on Christmas Day 1941, while Singapore, long 
regarded as the impregnable British bastion in South East Asia, surrendered on 15 February 1942, just seventy days 
after the first Japanese troops landed in Malaya. Australian forces at Ambon in the Dutch East Indies and Rabaul in 
New Guinea were also quickly overwhelmed. In the process, a large number of Australian soldiers were taken 
prisoner, including Jim Fennell and Wal Sheldon, who were captured in Singapore; Percy Buckland and Robert 
Cooke on Ambon; and Robert Begg at Rabaul. The Royal Australian Navy also suffered major losses when the HMAS 
Perth was sunk by the Japanese off the coast of Java in late February 1942. Amongst the 353 sailors who perished 
was Supply Assistant Gordon Graham (PG, 20/3/1942 p. 5). Civilians were also caught up in the disaster. Bert and 
George Johnson, whose parents were former residents of McDonald’s Drain Rd Pakenham South, were tin dredging 
in Malaya when Japan invaded. Both were captured by the Japanese, although fortunately, George’s wife and 
children were evacuated from Singapore a fortnight before it fell (PG, 22/2/1946 p. 3).

D o ro t h y K e l l o c k re m e m b e r s h o w 
concerned her father Syd Thewlis was 
when Japan entered the War. The late Mike 
Houlihan also remembered his mother was  
worried because she had heard about what 
the Japanese had done to women and 
children during the infamous “Rape of 
Nanking” in China. If anything, such fears  
were further reinforced by press articles 
intended to encourage people to do more 
for the war effort. One published in the 

Left: Two of the Pakenham lads captured by the 
Japanese in Singapore: Wal Sheldon of Army 
Road (Courtesy of Marlene Knaap) & Jim Fennell 
(Courtesy of NAA B883/ VX22811).
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Pakenham Gazette just after the fall of Singapore spoke of Japan’s 
“horrible succession of crimes - of murder, rape and pillage by the 
Japanese army; of corruption and chicanery of the civil administration 
following in the wake of the army; of wholesale suppression without 
parallel even in Nazi occupied Europe” (PG, 23/1/1942 Supplement).

The defence of Australia: Conscription, the return of the 
AIF, Kokoda and the Coral Sea
Japan’s entry into the War spurred on a new wave of enlistments. 
Being a married man with children, Aub Long of Pakenham Upper, 
had put off joining up while the War still seemed far away, but travelled 
to Melbourne to join up the day after the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbour. Given the grave threat posed by Japan, the Australian 
Government soon introduced compulsory military service in Australia 
for men aged 18 to 44 who were either single or widowers without 
children (PG, 26/12/1941 p. 3). This form of conscription was regarded 
as necessary for the immediate defence of Australia. One of those 
called up over the next few months was twenty year old Lennie 
Marshall, the son of the local policeman, Constable Jim Marshall. 
Lennie had been eager to join the AIF for some time, but his mother 
Nellie would not let him because of what his father had experienced 
during WW1. Alan Ellett of Pakenham South also really wanted to join 
up like his older brothers had done, but was too young. Ironically, he 
later received two anonymous “white feathers”, which some people 
sent to shame young men into enlisting. 

Margaret Maher (nee Jackson) remembers the train platform at 
Pakenham was packed each time local lads left for the War: “They 
were sent to New Guinea to help stop the Japanese from invading 
Australia, AND STOP THEM THEY DID! (Maher, p. 41). The Australian   
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Top: Wartime poster dramatically visualising the 
threat Japan posed to Australia (Courtesy of AWM - 
ARTV09225). Above: A makeshift memorial at 
Turnbull airfield at Milne Bay - the first place where 
Japanese land forces were halted during their 
advance through New Guinea. This photograph was 
brought back by Wal Reid, who served in New 
Guinea with the RAAF (Courtesy of John Reid). 
Right: Private Lennie Marshall (Courtesy of Alma 
Patullo). Far right: Private Ted Nye of Pakenham 
Upper, who was wounded on the Kokoda Track in 
August 1942 (Courtesy of Carol Nodin). 



Government, led by John Curtin, also demanded the return of the AIF from the Middle East, to which the British 
reluctantly agreed. Desperate battles were fought in New Guinea throughout 1942 on the Kokoda Track and at Milne 
Bay to halt the Japanese advance southwards. One Pakenham Digger involved in the fighting was Ted Nye of 
Pakenham Upper, who served with the 39th Battalion. Ted was wounded on the Kokoda Track in August 1942 by 
shrapnel from an exploding grenade. After recovering in hospital in Queensland, Ted was sent back to New Guinea 
where he was wounded again. The fighting took such a toll on Ted’s Battalion that when it was finally rotated back to 
Australia, it could only muster just over 30 fit members. Jim Scala, who also served with the 39th Battalion in New 
Guinea, used to recall transporting soldiers from Port Moresby to engage the Japanese. Of the 80 on one trip, only 
15 returned safely. A further Japanese thrust towards Port Moresby from the sea was thwarted by American and 
Australian naval and air forces during the Battle of the Coral Sea.

On their way northwards, many Pakenham Diggers 
passed through the massive Army camps established 
on the Atherton Tablelands, near Cairns. Others were 
deployed in defensive or support roles across the Top 
End. Private Don Cook, who had grown up on an Army 
Road orchard, became a member of the Northern 
Australia Observations Unit (NAOU). Known as the 
“Nackeroos”, this unit was deployed over a wide area 
stretching from Broome to Cape York to look out for 
signs of a Japanese invasion. They spent long periods 

out on patrol in the bush, working closely with indigenous trackers and guides who taught them how to live off the 
land. Les and Bill Treloar of Pakenham East both served in the Torres Strait. Noel Webster, Cec Purton and Roy 
Jeremiah were members of Army transport units which were vital in the military supply chain, trucking military 
equipment and other supplies overland to Darwin via Alice Springs. Several Pakenham Diggers were in Darwin on 
occasions when it was bombed by the Japanese, while Alf Jeremiah, who had volunteered with the Civil Construction 
Corps, was later sent there to work on the rebuilding of the bomb damaged hospital. 
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Above left and middle: Roy Jeremiah of Pakenham South served in the Northern Territory with an army transport unit, shipping vital supplies 
to Darwin via Alice Springs (Courtesy of Ron Blackwood); Above right: Bill Treloar and his brother Les were both deployed to the Torres Strait. 
Bill sent this postcard from Thursday Island to his mother Elsie back in Pakenham East (Courtesy of Kay Belcher). 

Left: Toomuc Valley Digger Reg Kirkland, standing in the doorway 
of a crowded troop train (Courtesy of Judy Hawker). 



Local Civil Defence Measures
Following the outbreak of war with Japan, air raid precaution (ARP) measures were implemented around Pakenham. 
Cr Michael Bourke was appointed as the local ARP warden for Pakenham East (PG, 23/1/1942 p. 3) and a series of 
lectures were provided to residents covering topics such as gas decontamination. An air raid siren was also 
installed. When tested, the sound was said to be audible for five miles, although there were complaints that it could 
not be heard at Pakenham State School (PG, 26/6/1942 p. 1). A first aid post was established in the Mechanics’ 
Institute under the command of Alice Farrell, the local VAD Commandant (PG, 3/4/1942 p. 1). There were also public 
calls for the digging of trenches. Although this was officially said to be unnecessary, Jack Stanistreet, who worked at 
the Pakenham Railway Station, organised gangs of men to dig trenches (DJ, 28/1/1942 p. 8). Fifty men volunteered  

to dig and sandbag slit trenches at the Pakenham State School, but 
they also had to dig drainage to stop water flooding the trenches when 
it rained! (PG, 27/3/1942 p. 1). Neville Smith remembers that he and his 
fellow students at Pakenham South School tried to dig their own trench 
too, but the ground was so hard they could only get a few inches down 
and ended up piling up dirt on both sides as the next best thing. Sister 
Kath O’Neill similarly remembers that when she and her brother 
Bernard decided to dig an air raid shelter in the backyard of their Henty 

Street home, they got little further than a big hole, much to their mother’s relief. The late Hughie Bourke used to 
describe the air raid drills at St Patrick’s School: the Sisters would blow the whistle, at which the students would jump 
into the ditches with erasers in their mouths to protect their teeth. By late 1942, some residents were complaining that 
the slit trench dug opposite Dr Farrell’s place (where Stephenson Street is now) was dangerous. It was five feet deep, 
half full of rubbish and stagnant water, and a little child had already fallen into it. It was requested that the trench 
either be filled in or otherwise made safe (DJ, 25/11/1942 p. 10).

A unit of volunteer aircraft spotters was also formed as part of a national system set-up by the RAAF to detect enemy 
aircraft. The Shire Engineer, Les Keys, was appointed the local chief observer (PG, 30/1/1942 p. 4). Volunteers
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Far Left: David Bourke (centre) 
and two of his siblings trying on 
gas masks during WW2. Their 
father, Cr. Michael Bourke was the 
local ARP warden at Pakenham 
E a s t ( C o u r t e s y o f M e g a n 
Gannon); Left: Bill Smith’s Air Raid 
Warden’s identity card. It was 
issued by District Warden Cr A. G. 
Robinson on February 1942 
(Courtesy of Neville Smith). Below 
right: A notice for one of the air 
raid precautions lectures held in 
the town on the subject of gas 
decontamination (Courtesy of 
Pakenham Gazette). 



included women, school students and older men. An observing platform was built next to the Scout Hall. The duty 
roster was published in the Pakenham Gazette, with three hour shifts from 5am to 11pm. Dorothy Kellock (nee 
Thewlis) regularly did plane spotting with her Girl Guide troop. The idea was that once a spotter heard the sound of 
an aircraft, they would try to identify the type of aircraft and record its markings, though in reality there were very few 
planes ever spotted over Pakenham! There was talk of camouflaging key landmarks in the Shire, such as the water 
towers at Berwick and Koo Wee Rup, which could potentially act as guides to enemy aircraft (PG, 3/4/1942 p. 3). 

Meanwhile, the Country Roads Board (CRB) ordered that all milestones and direction posts be removed within 100 
miles of the coast (PG, 3/4/1942 p. 3). A “brown out” was also imposed at night, meaning residents had to switch off 
any external lights and draw their curtains and blinds. Each night, the local police constable, Jim Marshall had to go 
around checking that this had been done properly. Pakenham East’s street lights were also dimmed, although there 
was debate as to whether this was worthwhile or not (PG, 6/3/1942 p. 3). Ron Blackwood remembers you had to put 
“masks” over your car headlights if you were driving at night, which made driving on the unsealed roads around 
Pakenham South very unsafe!  

The VDC prepares for guerrilla war 
Concern about a potential Japanese invasion prompted calls for more men to join the local 11th Battalion of the 
Volunteer Defence Corps  (VDC) - so long as they were exempt from military call-up. The Shire Warden, Cr Robinson 
said there were only two requirements for membership: “That a man’s heart be in the right place and he be able to 
hold a rifle straight” (PG, 6/2/1942 p. 2). New recruits swelled the VDC’s ranks, with parades held on Wednesday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons (PG, 6/3/1942 p. 3.). In the event of an invasion, VDC detachments were to become 
“pivot points” around which armed resistance could be formed. For this reason, members began receiving training 
which would be useful during guerrilla warfare, such as “art of camouflage” and “tank hunting” (PG, 13/2/1942           
p. 4).  They practised with any weapons available. The late Ron Ellett remembered that even his .22 rifle was  
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Above: Official Civil Defence and Air Raid Precautions (ARP) advice and booklets issued during WW2 (Courtesy of Bill Ronald).



          
          
          
          
          
          
         
commandeered! One of the weapons issued to Ron’s father Jack Ellett Senior (an officer in the local VDC) was a 
“Verry pistol” - a blunderbuss used to fire flares. One evening, some of Jack’s sons convinced him to show them how 
it worked. Alan Ellett volunteered to fire the weapon. It went off with a tremendous bang and the recoil knocked Alan 
(who was a teenager) to the ground. The bright flare lit up the night sky during what was meant to be a blackout and 
led to local talk of a “fire ball” having landed somewhere in Pakenham South! Ron Blackwood also remembers that 
Jim Leadoux from Pakenham South was issued with a barrel of explosives, the idea being that if the Japanese did 
invade, things like bridges and roads would need to be blown up. Jim once volunteered to use some of the 
explosives to remove a large tree stump from a property at Rythdale: he managed to do this successfully, but the 
explosion also blew out all the windows of a neighbouring house in the process! 
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Above: Extracts from the official aircraft spotters’ guidebook showing the 
silhouettes of various Japanese military aircraft (Courtesy of Bill Ronald). 

Right: Members of the Pakenham Volunteer Aircraft Spotters’ Unit during 
WW2. Members in the photograph include Vi Matthews, Bev Sands, 
Beatrice Thomas, Queenie Plummer, Joan Fitzsimmons, Ruth Williamson, 
E.B. Giles, C.W. Plummer, Alice Farrell, Les Keys, Florrie Thomas, Lorna 
Ramage & Don Williamson (BPHS Collection). 

Left: Members of the Pakenham Unit of 
the 11th Battalion, Volunteer Defence 
Corps at the Pakenham Gymkhana in 
November 1943. The officers and NCOs in 
charge of the unit are in the front row: 
Lieutenants Alan Wood, Jack Ellett and 
Syd Thewlis, together with Warrant Officer 
William Ambrose (From the Weekly Times 
10/11/1943 p. 11). 
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Economic impacts on the “Home Front”
One of the War’s most significant economic impacts was a shortage of labour, which was keenly felt in an agricultural 
and horticultural district like Pakenham. Since primary production was regarded by the Government as vital to the 
war effort, people working on farms and orchards were deemed to be in “reserved occupations”. This restricted the 
ability of farmers, orchardists and farm labourers to enlist (Argus, 28/9/1939 p. 2). However, these controls were not 
entirely effective, with many farm hands seemingly having gotten around the restrictions by enlisting elsewhere and 
declaring themselves to be simply “labourers”. As early as August 1940, Councillor Greaves of the Berwick Shire 
Council was appointed by the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria to investigate the shortage of farm labour (PG, 
16/8/1940 p. 3). By late 1940, the shortage was significant enough in the fruit industry that the Department of 
Agriculture began organising free apple and pear packing classes for women and girls, together with men and 
youths who were outside the enlistment ages (PG, 6/12/1940 p. 3). The Pakenham classes were held at Valley View 
Orchard and the Pakenham Cool Stores (PG, 31/1/1941 p. 3). The shortage of labour worsened with the increase in 
enlistments following the Japanese entry into the War: in July 1942, the Berwick Shire reported that the Pakenham 
district’s population had declined to 1,403 (PG, 31/7/1942 p. 3).

L o c a l f a r m e r s a n d 
orchardists were able to 
utilise the services of the 
Women ’s Land Ar my.  
Italian POWs were even 
released from their camps 
to assist on farms. Later in 
the War, a number of local 
soldiers, such as Lin and 
Jim Ahern were part of 

special “man power” releases for primary production. Jack Tinkham’s parents asked the local member of Federal 
Parliament, Lt. Col. Ryan to petition the RAAF to release him so he could return to the family orchard. Jack, who was 
not consulted, was unhappy about this. A local agricultural committee was formed, which tried to come up with 
practical ways of overcoming the labour shortage, such as arranging for farmers to help each other bring in their 
harvests. It was also suggested that townspeople assist on farms at weekends  (PG, 6/11/1942 p. 4 and 20/11/1942 
p. 4). Daylight saving was even introduced in order to permit the full use of daylight for war production in the summer 
months (PG, 28/8/1942, p.1) Ironically, whilst the government sought to stimulate primary production, fertiliser and 
superphosphate were rationed (PG, 1/9/1942 p. 3 & 18/12/1942 p. 4).          
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Left: Peter Ronald’s exemption 
from military service. Peter was 
exemp t because he was 
managing the family farm. 
Eager though to “do his bit” 
during the “Battle for Australia”, 
Peter joined the part-time 11th 
Battalion Volunteer Defence 
Corps in August 1942 (Courtesy 
of Bill Ronald). 
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The importance of local agriculture to the war effort 
Image 1: Marie Milner (nee Vaughan) and other women harvesting asparagus at 
Pakenham South / Koo Wee Rup during the war years (Courtesy of Joy 
Boucher); Image 2: Pakenham Upper residents (including young girls and boys) 
helping Ted Buckland harvest potatoes while his sons were away with the AIF 
(Courtesy of Buckland family); Images 3: This photograph, also of Ted Buckland’s 
property is captioned “Produce for the Army WW2”. The sacks contained 
potatoes (also courtesy of the Buckland family); Images 4 & 5: Two newspaper 
advertisements from the Pakenham Gazette emphasising the importance of 
agriculture to the war effort (Courtesy of PG, 21/1/1944 p. 5 & 8/12/1944 p. 2). 
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The War disrupted international trade and shipping, effectively closing traditional export markets in the UK and 
Europe. This prompted the Australian Government to acquire the entire apple and pear crop from 1940 onwards       
(PG, 14/2/1941 p. 3). This protected the industry from potentially catastrophic losses and had the added benefit of 
assuring each soldier in camp at least one apple a day (PG, 21/3/1940 p. 4). Elements of the scheme, including the 
prices set by the Government, did not sit easily with local growers though. Indeed, later in the War, the Gippsland 
Fruit Marketing Association, of which Pakenham District orchardists were leading members, wanted a voluntary 
purchase scheme introduced in place of compulsory acquisition 
(PG, 5/11/1943 p. 11). 

Entirely new crops were also introduced to the district to meet 
new war related demands, including flax which began to be 
grown at Pakenham South. One of the local farmers who went in 
for flax was Bill Smith, who obtained a record price for his crop in 
1945. Bill’s flax was sold to a mill which was established at Koo 
Wee Rup, which also provided a new source of paid work locally, 
primarily for women. 

Shortages, material drives and rationing
There were material drives to conserve imported commodities such as rubber and aluminium which were vital to the 
War effort. Rubber in particular was in short supply. Some 90% of the world’s production had fallen into Japanese 
hands when they captured Malaya, prompting this appeal: “Baby can even surrender his dummy, so important is it 
that every ounce of rubber should be conserved for war purposes” (PG, 17/7/1942 p. 3). In one local drive, scouts, 
students and others collected 27 tons of the precious material for the war effort (PG, 21/8/1942 p. 1). Disruption of 
trade also meant other items were in short supply. The Pakenham Gazette was reduced in size due to a shortage of 
news print (PG, 20/3/1942 p.1), while petrol rationing was introduced. Although farmers were entitled to extra 
supplies, there were initially concerns about how it would affect the dairy industry, particularly the collection of milk 
and cream from farms (PG, 29/11/1940 p. 2). The dentist who used to visit Pakenham scaled back the frequency of 
his visits due to petrol rationing (PG, 29/11/1940 p. 4). To save petrol, local bakers also agreed to re-adjust the 
boundaries of their deliveries to avoid overlapping (PG, 30/1/1942 p. 3). Norma Jackson (nee Marshall) remembers 
her father Jim Marshall’s car ended up sitting on blocks for much of the War, 
while Norma and her sisters got around on their push bikes. Other people 
installed “gas producers” on their cars as an alternative to petrol. These 
powered the engine using gas produced by burning charcoal. Motorists 
could get up to 80 miles on a good bag of kiln fired charcoal. Use of gas 
producers though, was not entirely without hazard: Dorothy Kellock 
remembers that sparks from someone’s gas converter once started a major 
grass fire near her family’s farm on the Princes Highway.

During the course of the War, rationing was extended to a number of basic 
commodities, such as butter, tea, sugar, meat and clothing. People were 
issued with ration books containing coupons which were handed over to the 

Right: Pakenham South farmer Bill Smith (standing) receiving the news of his 
record flax price in 1945 (Weekly Times, 6/6/1945, p. 8).
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Right: Gas producer installed on a car during WW2 (Courtesy of NLA - nla.obj-141694993). 



    
    
    
    
    
  

storekeeper when paying for such items. Margaret Maher (nee Jackson), whose family ran a bakery and store in 
Main Street, remembers that people would plead to be able to buy more rationed goods than they had coupons for. 
This was no use though, as the store needed to use the ration coupons themselves to purchase supplies from the 
wholesalers (Maher, p. 40). When people had used up their monthly ration or needed more of something, they would 
swap coupons. Ian Thomas does not remember food rationing having much impact locally since Pakenham was a 
rural district. His mother Florrie for example, would churn her own butter by hand, while people would exchange their 
home grown produce. Norma Jackson though, remembers young ladies having to be very creative to survive 
clothing rationing. As silk stockings (much less nylon ones) were unavailable, some ladies would paint their legs in a 
tan colour to imitate stockings, even drawing a straight seam down the back of their calves to make them look more 
realistic! Norma also used mosquito netting - which was not subject to rationing - for evening dresses, dying them in 
different colours. The austerity imposed by rationing was lauded as 
virtuous by Brigadier General C. H. Foott,  President of the Berwick 
RSL. He told those gathered at the 1942 Anzac Day ceremony at 
Pakenham that rationing was not only helping to save Australia, but 
that people were “finding out they could do without much which 
before they considered essential; to be more unselfish towards their 
fellows” (PG, 1/5/1942 p. 1). People were also reminded that what 
they were going through was nothing like what the “Rats of Tobruk” 
endured (PG, 9/10/1942 Supplement). Austerity also had health 
benefits: Peter Ronald for example, gave up smoking for the 
duration of the War and never took up the habit again. 
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Right: The introduction of 
m e a t r a t i o n i n g a s 
a n n o u n c e d i n t h e 
D a n d e n o n g J o u r n a l             
(DJ, 12/1/1944). Below: 
Petrol rationing coupons 
(Courtesy of Bill Ronald).  

Right: Marj Webster, Thelma Marshall, Norma Marshall and other Pakenham 
ladies travelling to a football match on the back of a lorry. Clothing rationing 
forced Norma to become creative. She made dance dresses out of mosquito 
netting (which was not rationed) and even painted her legs tan to imitate 
stockings (Courtesy of Diane Dunn).



War Loans
Rationing was not just a means of managing shortages and ensuring 
enough essential supplies for the military. It was also intended to 
reduce discretionary expenditure on items such as clothing, freeing up 
millions of pounds for potential investment into war bonds                   
(PG, 11/9/1942 p. 4). These were sold to finance the war effort. As the 
“Freedom Loan” campaign of 1940 put it: “Our Empire is fighting for its 
very existence, and the determination of Australia to see the fight 
through until victory ... means ALL our resources of men, munitions, 
money, and everything we possess, must be made available if we are 
going to fulfil our obligations to the Empire, to ourselves as Australians, 
and to our families” (PG, 6/12/1940 p. 3). The loans were marketed as 
a practical way for those back on the “Home Front” to contribute to 
victory. Towns were assigned quotas for both total funds raised and 
the number of subscribers. Pakenham East was awarded a pennant 
for exceeding its quota of subscribers in July 1943 (PG, 23/7/1943 p. 
3). Another pennant was won in May 1944 for exceeding both quotas, 
having raised a total of £10,410 from 91 subscribers. To achieve this, a 
special “loan rally” was held at the Pakenham Theatre where patriotic 
films were screened (PG, 12/5/1944 p. 1). By the end of July 1944, the 
Pakenham community had invested £44,010 ($2,866,000 in today’s 
dollars) in war bonds  (PG, 28/7/1944 p. 1).

Women and the War Effort 
The contribution of local women to WW1, except for the handful who had served with the First AIF as nurses, had 
been restricted to “Home Front” activities. These had included managing the family farm or business while their men 
folk were away, and assisting patriotic causes 
such as the Red Cross. While this was initially 
the case again in WW2, the role and 
contribution of women changed significantly 
after Japan entered the War. Women could 
now enlist into the Armed Forces to perform a 
range of support roles to free up more men 
for active service. More than 66,000 
Australian women served in uniform with the 
Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS), 
Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force 
(WAAAF) and other women’s services. One of 
the local women who enlisted in early 1942 
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Right: Recruitment poster highlighting the range of 
roles in which women could serve their country during 
WW2. By Maurice Bramley / Department of National 
Service 1943 (Courtesy of AWM - ARTV 08836).

Above: Advertisement for war bonds (Courtesy of 
Pakenham Gazette, 6/10/1944 p. 1) 



was Jean Doyle, daughter of Jack and Edith Doyle of Pakenham Upper. Jean, whose brother Ron was already 
serving with the RAAF, joined the WAAAF, initially as a mess attendant. She later qualified as a fitter and rigger and 
was deployed to the 1 Operational Training Unit (1OTU) at East Sale, where she worked on multi-engined aircraft 
such as Beauforts and Hudson bombers. According to her nephew Wally Nye, Jean was sometimes required to fly in 
the planes she worked on - perhaps the ultimate in quality assurance methods! Interestingly, while enlistment of 
women into the Services was regarded as a “military necessity”, it was seen to have “post-war values” too. As one 
newspaper article on the subject put it: “It is realised that the thousands of girls now enlisted must be equipped 
mentally and physically to play as important a part in civilian life as they are now doing in the Army”. Recruitment 
material also contained reassuring messages for parents, who may have otherwise worried about their daughters: 
“the selection of the right type of girls for enlistment in the AWAS makes possible most excellent personal contacts 
for every girl in the Service. Continuous attention to the well being of the girls, and the constant availability of friendly 
advice and help on personal problems creates an atmosphere which should inspire the confidence of every 
Australian parent” (PG, 14/5/1943 p. 4). Being a rural district, there were not the same opportunities for local women 
to be involved in secondary industry. There were plenty of jobs on the farms and in local businesses though, that 
women needed to fill because of the shortage of men. Joyce Jackson, for example, took over her brother Norm’s 
bread delivery run after he enlisted. She was helped with the horse and cart by Norm’s sweetheart (and future wife)      
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Above left: Jean Doyle (left) and two of her 
friends in the WAAAF. The man in the 
background looks like Jean’s father Jack 
Doyle. During her time in the WAAF, Jean 
made a number of close friendships with 
other young women - including some from 
rural Victoria and Tasmania - which 
sustained her throughout her life (Courtesy 
of Brian and John McKenzie); Above right: 
Jean with her brother Ron who served with 
the RAAF (Courtesy of Wally Nye); Right: 
Merle Ellett, daughter of Dick and Violet 
Ellett of Pakenham South, who worked on 
local farms during the War (Courtesy of 
Glenyse Stephens); Far right: Norma 
Marshall helping to deliver bread for 
Jackson’s Bakery during WW2 (Courtesy 
of Diane Dunn). 



Norma Marshall. Many young local women also worked on farms across the district, including Merle Ellett of 
Pakenham South and Myrtle Law of Rythdale. Myrtle worked on flax farms, which were established to replace 
overseas supplies. Members of the Women’s Land Army were also posted to the district to assist on the farms and 
orchards.   

Wartime marriages
There were many wartime marriages celebrated in the district. Marion Ahern, daughter of the Berwick Shire Clerk 
James Ahern, married Max Lincoln at St Patrick’s Church, Pakenham in June 1941, with Max going into camp just 
after they returned from the honeymoon (PG, 27/6/1941 p. 3). Similarly, Roma Reid married local football legend Ray 
Jackson just before “Cracker” went into camp with the RAAF (PG, 5/3/1943 p. 1). Norah Carney and Dorothea Giles 
both married their sweethearts, brothers Harold and Arthur Norris, when they returned home to Pakenham on leave 
during 1943. After their grooms left again for the Army, Norah and Dorothea returned to their parents’ homes to wait 
for the time when they could start “home-making”. Alan Warner and Lorna Pownceby, who had been engaged since 
July 1942 decided to marry in April 1944 while Alan was on leave from New Guinea. This meant that Lorna’s family 

                  
                  
                  
   

Above: Some of the district’s many wartime weddings: Image 1: Joyce Holdensen & Private Jack Lia married on 10 October 1942 (LtoR): 
Norma Holdensen, Private Jack Lia, Joyce Holdensen, Merle Ellett and unknown. Front row: John Cornwall and Elvie Ellett (Courtesy of 
Glenyse Stephens); Image 2: Private Eric Stone, son of local football legend Bill Stone, with his bride Dorothy Jean Anderson in 1944. 
Dorothy herself served as a signaller (VF388607) with the Australian Women’s Army Service (Courtesy of Jenny Stone); Image 3. Arthur 
Norris and Dorothea Giles married in 1943 (Courtesy of Ray Norris); Image 4. Arthur’s brother Harold Norris also married in 1944. This 
photograph shows Harold with his bride Norah Carney (2nd from left) together with Mary and Jim Carney (Courtesy of Joan Lewis). 
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had just two weeks to get everything arranged. Alan and Lorna then had a brief honeymoon at Frankston, before 
Alan returned to New Guinea ten days after the wedding. In January 1944, there was a memorable double wedding 
at the Pakenham Presbyterian Church when John Ellett Junior married Florence Watson, while John’s sister Ellen 
(“Fran”) Ellett married Arthur Cornwall. All four were actually serving in the Army at the time: John and Arthur in the 
AIF (as were their best men, including John’s brother Ken), while Fran and Florence were both in the Australian Army 
Medical Women’s Service (AAMWS). While the men wore their uniforms for the occasion, the brides forwent this 
privilege. They opted instead, for more traditional wedding gowns in magnolia satin! Amongst the gifts received by 
the two couples were war bonds (PG, 21/1/1944  p. 1). 

As had happened during WW1, a number of men met their future brides while 
they were away serving with the military. One of the most interesting of these 
marriages was that of Ron Chambers MM, who met his future wife Gertrude 
(‘Wandel’) Krahnke while he was a POW in Germany. While it is not clear how 
they met, it is said that Gertrude used to visit Ron’s camp regularly to push food 
to him through the wire perimeter fence. After the War, Ron sponsored Wandel 
to Australia, after which they married and settled in Pakenham. According to Bill 
Ronald, whose father Peter worked closely with Ron for many years on the Shire 
Council, Ron’s marriage to a German girl so soon after the War was not well 
received by some Pakenham residents. As a result, Wandel, who was a very 
talented photographer and nature-lover, tended to keep very much to herself. 
Elizabeth Fraser recalls that her late father Bill Mann (who like Ron had been a 
POW in Germany) understood Mrs Chambers’ difficult situation. Having learned 
German from some friendly prison guards during WW2, Bill spoke with Wandel 
in her native language so she would feel more “at home” in Pakenham. 

Grace Kennedy, who was a member of one of Pakenham’s pioneering families 
(and a cousin of the Cook family of Army Road) married an American “GI” during the War. She met Johnnie Barnett 
of Texas while he was on “R&R” [rest and relaxation] leave from the fighting in New Guinea. They were introduced by 
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Left: Double wedding of 
Jack El let t Junior and 
Florence Watson & Jack’s 
sister Ellen (‘Fran’) Ellett 
and Arthur Cornwall in 
January 1944. Both brides 
and grooms, (together with 
the two best men) were 
serving in the Army at the 
time (Courtesy of Wendy 
Witty and Leonie Wuillemin). 

Below: Ron and Gertrude 
Chambers on the occasion 
of Ron’s retirement as Shire 
Engineer in the 1970s 
(Courtesy of the Pakenham 
Gazette).



mutual friends who were dating. It was arranged that Grace and Johnnie would meet for the first time at Flinders St 
Railway Station in Melbourne. In the end, Grace could not make it because she was helping to look after her 
nephews and nieces who had came down with measles. Grace’s sister though, went down to the Station, found 
Johnnie and explained why Grace was not there. Johnnie insisted on going to help Grace with the kids (he was the 
eldest of six children himself). They saw each other many times before Johnnie returned to New Guinea and when he 
had further leave in Australia. When Johnnie realised his final leave in Australia was coming up, he asked Grace to 
marry him. They were married in Brisbane on May 26 1944. The following year, Grace migrated to America, living 
with Johnnie’s family in Texas for six months until he returned home. They had four children during their long and 

happy marriage. 

Of course, not all of the wartime marriages lasted. 
Early in the War, the Pakenham Gazette even 
published the following advice for women under 
the title: “War-Time Marriages - And After”: “Don’t 
make the mistake of marrying a uniform. He looks 
grand in blue and gold, or in khaki, or Air Force 
blue, but looks are not everything. One of these 
days he will be back in a city suit, and he won’t 
look such a hero then. There is something “every 

day” about a nice tweed, and a black coat with striped trousers. Uniforms are dazzling. You’ve got to look beyond 
them ... Marry your man for himself, not for what he is, not for rank or uniform, or any of those things which go to 
make up the world war, but for those component parts which will make up the peace world to come afterwards ... You 
marry the man of the moment, but the moment will pass, and you will be left with the man. Be sure that he is your 
man. Be sure that in him are those sterling qualities which are going to make your marriage secure, and not one of 
those which people may point their fingers at as being ‘just a war marriage’ because those won’t hold fast. In the last 
war it happened. Every girl had to marry a hero, and some of the heroes could not stay the course. We must not do 
that this time” (PG, 4/4/1941 Supplement). 

Several new brides fell pregnant and ended up giving birth while their husbands were serving overseas. One was 
Margaret Begg (nee Jackson) of Pakenham Upper, who married Private Bob Begg in November 1940. After a 
honeymoon in the Western District of Victoria, Bob returned to his unit and in March 1941 was sent with “Lark Force” 
to New Guinea. By this stage, Margaret was pregnant and gave birth to their son Gordon in late 1941. Gordon 
though, never got the chance to meet his father, since Bob was amongst those Australians taken POW when Rabaul 
fell to the Japanese in March 1942. Tragically, Bob was one of more than 1,000 prisoners who perished at sea when 
the Japanese ship “Montevideo Maru” (which was transporting them to Hainan Island, off the southern coast of 
China), was torpedoed and sunk near the Phillipines.  Margaret did not learn of Bob’s fate until after the War ended.

The impact on families 
It was not just single men who enlisted; a number of married men also joined up. One was Wal Sheldon, who was 
married with a young daughter when he enlisted in the AIF in June 1940. When asked in later life why he had enlisted 
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Left: Grace Kennedy and her American serviceman 
husband Johnnie Barnett. Johnnie served with the US Army 
Company C, 52nd Signal Battalion in New Guinea 
(Courtesy of Kaye Barnett - Weichel). 



as a married man, Wal used to say “I had something to fight for”, referring to his family. Having a husband and father 
away was tough on the Diggers’ families. Although the military paid some of the Diggers’ pay direct to their families, 
many wives struggled to make ends meet financially, especially if they did not have other family to turn to. The 
absence of their menfolk was felt in other ways too. For May Gribble, with her husband Wally away serving with the 
Garrison Regiments, there was no one to drive her to Pakenham Bush Nursing Hospital when she went into labour 
with their youngest daughter Margaret. Instead, May had to walk near a mile to the hospital in order to give birth. 
Sheila Ruston unsuccessfully appealed to the RAAF to have her husband Matt sent back from northern Australia 
after she had given birth due to a decline in her own health. Then there was the constant anxiety and worry wives 
and children felt about the safety of their husbands and fathers while serving overseas. At Christmas time, when the 
absence of husbands and fathers was most keenly felt, the Pakenham RSL tried to fill the void by hosting parties for 
the families, complete with appearances by “Father Christmas” who distributed toys to the youngsters (PG, 
25/12/1942 p. 1). 

The dynamics of some marriages totally changed during the War. After her husband and three teenage sons 
enlisted, Amy Dobell suddenly found herself having to make all of the important decisions for the family. This 
included finding a new home. Amy took a three year lease on “Widdicombe”, a 119 acre property on Gordon Road 
Pakenham Upper and set about farming it while raising three daughters and a baby son on her own! According to 
the Dobell family, Amy’s experiences “changed the nature of the marriage forever. Pardi [Robert Dobell Senior] would 
never again be ‘the boss’ as he had been before, and that produced many an argument” (Dobell 2013 pp. 67-70). 

While women had to “keep the home fires burning”, having their menfolk away sometimes created a sense of 
personal vulnerability. During the War years, a woman was assaulted on an isolated farm along North Nar Nar Goon 
Road. The attacker, whose head was covered by a chaff bag, was not immediately apprehended and many women 
in the Pakenham Upper community were very traumatised by the incident. As Amy Dobell’s daughter Florence 
recalled: “One night, only weeks after the North Nar Nar Goon assault, Amy was sure she could hear someone 
walking stealthily around the outside of her house. Strangely, the dogs were quiet. But, Amy reasoned, they could 
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Above left: May Gribble, who had to walk nearly a mile to the Pakenham Bush Hospital to give birth to her daughter Margaret while her 
husband Wally was away serving with the Garrison Regiments (Courtesy of Margaret Richards); Above right: The wartime baptism of Peter 
Dobell, youngest son of Robert and Amy Dobell at Pakenham Upper. What is most striking about this photograph is the absence of young 
men of military service age. Amy is in the front row third from the left, with her husband Robert in uniform behind her (Courtesy of the Dobell 
family). 



easily have been ‘dealt with’. She was almost overcome with dread. The only lighting in Pakenham Upper in those 
years was from kerosene lamps. No electricity to switch on outside lights ... A short time later, Amy was certain that 
someone outside was tampering with one of the bedroom windows. She, and her three little daughters, were 
petrified. Amy was absolutely terrified of guns - would never even touch them. So, the girls were amazed when, 
suddenly, their Mum was facing the window, family gun (a .22 rifle) in hand - in the ‘stand-to’ pose - growling in a 
terrible-sounding guttural voice: ‘Come no further! I’ve got a gun. And I know how to use it!’  ... The intruder was 
none other than brother Bill, home on unexpected leave! (Dobell 2013 p. 56). To help relieve Amy’s anxiety, one of 
her neighbours, Harry Blackburn, spread the story around Pakenham Upper that Amy had a rifle and was a crack 
shot! Bill Dobell also tried to teach his sister Florence how to use a .303 rifle. Bill put the rifle on her shoulder, 
showing her how to aim and fire it. As Florence remembers: “And bang, over I went, flat on my back. It kicked me 
over” (Ibid).

Social impact
After Japan entered the War, the 1942 Pakenham Show was cancelled. It was thought unlikely that there would be 
another show until after the War ended, although it was resumed in 1944 after the Allies gained the upper hand 
against the Japanese (PG, 10/4/1942 p. 3, 11/12/1942 p. 1 & 26/11/1943 p. 2). The Pakenham Bush Hospital 
Auxiliary also went into recess so its members could focus on raising funds for the Red Cross, Comfort Fund and 
other patriotic causes (PG 17/7/1942 p. 1). Sporting clubs particularly felt the absence of so many fit, young men. 
Both the tennis and golf clubs went into recess, as did the Pakenham Football Club after the West Gippsland 
Football League (WGFL) was cancelled in 1942. Pakenham did not field a team again until 1944. The first football
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Above: The Pakenham Football Team in 1937. Several members of this team went on to serve in WW2, including 1) Dave Purves; 2) Lin 
Ahern; 3) Jim Ahern; 4) Ray “Cracker” Jackson; 5) Basil Dodd; and 6) Norm “Widow” Jackson (Courtesy of Graham Treloar and Tim 
Ahern).
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club president after the WGFL resumed was Jim Ahern, who had only recently returned from Army service. 
Restrictions placed on mid-week racing, together with wartime fuel rationing and other transport restrictions, 
effectively made country race meetings “almost unjustifiable unless the proceeds went to the War effort” (Fiddian, p. 
39). In 1942, the Pakenham Racing Club (PRC) abandoned its usual mid-week program and went into recess               
(DJ, 28/1/1942 p. 7 & 29/7/1942, p. 2). There was no Pakenham Cup in either 1942 or 1943, although three picnic, 
benevolent and patriotic race meetings were held in late 1942 / 1943, with the Red Cross receiving £176.1.0 from the 
April 1943 meeting (DJ, 12/5/1943 p. 3). When the PRC’s normal racing program was resumed in late 1943, the 
Pakenham races were well attended, including by soldiers who travelled down from Melbourne. Soldiers in uniform 
were admitted free of charge, while the PRC entertained incapacitated Diggers from military hospitals (Mufti, 
November 1944, p. 21). Most other social activities in the district were also geared to the war effort. Many were held 
either as fund-raising events or to farewell (and later welcome home) local service personnel. Paradoxically, this 
meant that there were more dances and balls than ever, or at least since the advent of the wireless (radio)!  

Above: Flyer for the Pakenham Show in 1945, which was opened by Pakenham Upper identity Sir Frederick Mann. The shows for 1942 and 
1943 had been cancelled due to the dire military situation faced by Australia (Courtesy of Bill Ronald). Also advertisements for social events 
to raise funds for war-related causes, such as the Red Cross and the Hamper Committee (Courtesy of Pakenham Gazette, 10/12/1943). 
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News from their loved ones
The families and friends of those serving eagerly awaited letters, telegrams and other news from their loved ones. So 
much so, that excerpts from letters were often published in the Pakenham Gazette and Dandenong Journal so that 
others could read the news too. Often these letters referred to chance encounters with other Pakenham service 
personnel. In one such letter published in the Pakenham Gazette, Lieutenant Russell Giles (son of storekeeper 
Edward Giles) wrote from Wau in New Guinea, saying he had run into (amongst others) Arthur Norris, Tom Chisholm 
and Alex Crawford, all of whom were well (PG, 19/2/1943 p.1). The service personnel themselves also eagerly 
awaited letters with news from home, and when the mail did not get through, it was a cause for concern and 
disappointment. As Larry Moon wrote to his mother Agnes: “Every mail day, I race up and listen to the names called 
out, and never is mine there” (Argus, 21/9/1946 p. 20). 
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Left: Letter addressed by Jack Shelton to his mother at Valley 
View Orchard. The triangular stamp on the left indicates that 
the contents were passed by the censor (BPHS Collection). 
Below: Part of a letter written by Les Futcher to his family in 
England. It is addressed from Cairns in April 1942, just after 
he was rescued from New Guinea following the fall of Rabaul 
to the Japanese (Courtesy of Frances Gibbs). 



Turning the tide in Europe and Asia
The late Michael Houlihan used to recall that he and his father, Cr Tom Houlihan, used a map to trace the course of 
the War as best they could based on (heavily censored) radio and press reports. By early 1943, that map would have 
shown the tide beginning to turn against the Axis. In North Africa, the Allies were getting the upper hand, having 
inflicted a major defeat on the Germans at El Alamein in late 1942. Amongst the Pakenham lads who took part in this 
epic battle were Jack Shelton and Bob Dobell of Pakenham Upper. Bob was serving as a signaller. With the noise of 
the battle intense, he took off his helmet to better hear the radio messages coming in. Bob was then wounded in the 
head by a piece of shrapnel but in the heat of battle did not even realise until he saw blood on his shirt. Had the 
wound had been deeper, Bob would have died. Within months, most of North Africa was under Allied control and 
about to be used as a springboard for an invasion of Italy via Sicily. Meanwhile, the Germans had suffered a major 
blow on the Eastern Front, where a large army was forced to surrender at Stalingrad in February 1943. An official war 
photograph printed in the Pakenham Gazette in April 1943 heralded what it called “The German Defeat in Russia” 
(PG, 2/4/1943 pp. 2-3). From then on, the Soviet Army slowly began to force the enemy back towards Germany itself. 

Similarly, having been halted on the Kokoda Track, at Milne Bay and in the Coral Sea, the Japanese were beginning 
to be pushed back. By early 1943, the Australians and Americans had recaptured the towns of Gona and Buna in 
northern Papua, while a concerted Japanese attack on the strategically important town of Wau was checked. Later 
the same year, the Allies had re-captured the important towns of Lae, Salamaua and Finschhafen and began 
bombing Japanese positions at Rabaul. Meanwhile, the Americans had followed up their celebrated victory on 
Guadalcanal Island by gaining important toeholds on Bougainville and New Britain Islands. However, the 
combination of rugged terrain, thick jungle, tropical climate, tropical diseases (including malaria) and fierce 
Japanese defence, made it a very hard slog northwards through New Guinea and neighbouring islands. One of 
those who fought through the New Guinea campaign in 1943-44 was James “Rocky” Milner, who was married to 
Pakenham South resident Marie Vaughan. As the personal body guard to the 24th Battalion’s Commanding Officer  
Lt. Col. George Smith, Rocky was often in the thick of the action. On one occasion, Smith, Rocky and some others 
were sleeping on a track near Lae when they were suddenly surrounded by a dozen Japanese. Rocky pursued the 
Japanese into a gully, where he felled a Japanese marine officer, who turned out to be a 25 stone sumo wrestler! He 
also accompanied Smith on a dangerous journey down the Markham River for which Smith was later awarded the 
prestigious Distinguished Service Order (DSO), an honour Smith felt Rocky should have shared in as his bodyguard. 
On another occasion, Rocky was detailed with Privates Broadbent and Gee to locate the body of a downed 
American airman. Those who served with Rocky recalled the importance of his bushman’s skills in the jungle. On a 
lighter note, Rocky and his mates used mosquito nets to catch Emperor butterflies in the New Guinea jungle! 
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Above: Austin Bastow (centre) on a landing barge in New Guinea, and with army mates in a New Guinea camp (Courtesy of Derek Bastow). 
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Images from James “Rocky” Milner’s War: Image 1: Rocky as a member of the militia at Lang Lang; Image 2. Rocky served for part of the 
War as a body guard to Lt Colonel George Smith, Commanding Officer of the 24th Infantry Battalion, AIF. Here, the Battalion is marching 
past Lt. Col. Smith near Madang; Image 3: On patrol in the New Guinea jungle. Rocky often accompanied Lt. Col. Smith on long patrols into 
Japanese held territory. Through such shared experiences and adversity, they became lifelong friends; Image 4: Rocky standing next to a 
Salvation Army vehicle in New Guinea; Image 5: On South Bougainville in 1945, Rocky was involved in the capture of many Japanese 
soldiers, who are seen here surrendering their weapons; Image 6: Rocky’s eldest son Jeff was born in 1942, while he was serving in the 
Army. (Images 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6 Courtesy of Joy Boucher; Image 2 courtesy of AWM - 074456).
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Norm Ellett (right) was the son of the late 
Bert Ellett of Pakenham South. He served 
in WW2 as a Sapper with engineering 
units, including in New Guinea. There, the 
engineers had to carve out roads from the 
jungle and build makeshift bridges to ford 
tropical rivers so the Allied forces could 
advance through the difficult terrain 
(Courtesy of Debbie Ellett Hajduk).
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The Americans come to Pakenham
Having played a vital role in defending Australia, large numbers of American service personnel passed through the 
country on their way northwards. They were also sent to Australia for periods of “R&R” (rest and recreation). Although 
gratefully welcomed for their role in saving Australia, the Americans’ presence was sometimes resented: “Overpaid, 
oversexed and over here” was a common complaint in some quarters! Frank Ellett remembered that on one 
occasion, a group of Americans came to Jock Milroy’s property at Pakenham South to “show” the locals how to grow 
navy beans for the Army. This involved bringing in big, flashy farm equipment the likes of which had never before 
been seen in Pakenham South. They ripped up lots of soil; planted the beans; and make a “PR” [public relations] film 
about their visit. Needless to say, Jock went back to his old farming ways again once the Americans were gone! 

Definitely not as scripted or flashy was the forced landing of two American fighter planes on the Pakenham 
Racecourse in May 1944. They had been forced down in bad weather during a flight from Sydney to Essendon. 
Perhaps they were looking to land on the air strip which had been put in just off the Koo Wee Rup Road. The planes 
were spotted by Jean Jackson, who was the volunteer aircraft spotter on duty at the time. After reporting the planes, 
Jean drove to the racecourse and brought the pilots back to the observation post. She later took them into Pakenham 
East to find accommodation as the bad weather meant they could not continue with their flight. Members of the local 
VDC unit were then detailed to guard the planes (Argus, 10/5/1944 p. 3).

Communist Party branch
After the Nazi invasion of Russia in 1941, the Anglo-Soviet Friendship League held a meeting in Pakenham, chaired 
by Jack Stanistreet, the local railway employee and member of the Australian Railways Union (PG, 12/9/1941 p. 3). A 
branch of the League was formed in Pakenham, which conducted local fund-raising for patriotic causes. This 
included showing a film “Russia, Our Ally” at the Pakenham Theatre to raise money for armoured field ambulances 
(PG, 13/3/1942 p. 3); and a “sheep skins for Russia” appeal (PG, 25/12/1942 p. 6). Later, a branch of the Communist 
Party of Australia (CPA) was formed in Pakenham, with Jack Stanistreet as Secretary (PG, 5/2/1943 p. 2). 
Interestingly, one of the CPA’s leading female members in Victoria was Doris McRae, who had grown up in 
Pakenham. The focus of local Communist activities was utilitarian, based on what they described as a “program for 
the improvement of the town and district”. Specific requests included a new public convenience for Pakenham East; 
a telephone at the railway station; better drainage; an improved system of garbage collection; a playground and 
library for the children; and making the McGregor Road level crossing safer (PG, 7/12/1945 p. 3). This otherwise 
seemingly innocuous agenda became the centre of a dispute with two staunchly Catholic members of the Berwick 
Shire Council, Councillors Michael Bourke and Tom Houlihan. Cr Houlihan in particular, was closely associated with 

Left: Looking down the straight at the Pakenham Racecourse 
during the 1940s (Courtesy of Megan Gannon). Above: An 
American Brewster Buffalo fighter (Courtesy of AWM - AC0026).
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the National Catholic Rural Movement led by the fiercely anti-Communist Catholic layman B.A. Santamaria. 
Foreshadowing Cold War concerns about the tactics used by Communists to infiltrate western society, Cr Houlihan 
accused the local Communists of seeking to raise their own profiles and ingratiate themselves with the local 
community by claiming “kudos” for a range of initiatives already put in train by the Shire (DJ, 20/12/1944 p. 5). The 
Communists in turn, accused both Councillors Bourke and Houlihan of being “prejudiced” against genuine proposals 
to benefit the people simply because they had been made by the CPA (DJ, 31/1/1945 p. 6). The RSL was also 
staunchly anti-Communist, to the extent that in 1946 it banned Communists from being members. This prompted 
Samuel Richards, a Henty Street resident who belonged to the local CPA branch, to protest on the grounds that he 
was himself a WW1 Digger and had two sons who had served in WW2 (Herald, 1/8/1946 p. 16). 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! !

January 1944 Bushfires
In late January 1944, the Pakenham district  endured 
severe bushfires. One fire began in the Toomuc 
Valley, where fire fighters fought to save a number of 
properties, including those of the Beck and Tangey 
families on Leppitt Road. Other fires also broke out 
in the hot, windy weather. Fanned by northerly 
winds, the fires crossed the Highway near the 

Pakenham Cemetery. Dorothy Kellock (nee Thewlis) remembers the fires burnt around her family’s property 
“Sunnyside” (on the Princes Highway opposite Thewlis Road) but fortunately spared it. The flames then raced 
through Duncan’s property towards both the railway line and McGregor Road (Argus, 24/1/1944 p.3). An unoccupied 
house and the CRB depot at Old Pakenham were destroyed (WT, 26/1/1944 p. 5), but the rest of that area was 
successfully defended by the Berwick Fire Brigade and others. A fire break was quickly established at McGregor 
Road to defend Pakenham East. Fire fighters with leads of hoses running from Main and Henty Streets desperately 
fought to hold back the flames, assisted by “many men with knapsacks, pumps, beaters etc” (PG, 28/1/1944 p. 1). 
Despite their best efforts, a shower of sparks ignited grass on the other side of McGregor Road, endangering 
Pakenham East itself: “In a matter of seconds men were putting everything they had into a desperate effort to save 
the situation, but the flames leapt away all around Wadsley’s and on for Moon’s and Roger St ... Through the 
[Pakenham State] school plantation and adjoining paddock roared the fire as men worked feverishly to edge it off 
towards the railway line ... Dandenong’s new pump, stationed at the corner of Main and Rogers streets, had two long 
leads of hose, with Dr Farrell’s house in the V, pouring water onto branches of the fire. Nothing could save the shed 
and contents at J.B. Jackson’s - captain of the Pakenham fire brigade - but the house escaped. Then on the other 
side of the street [Rogers St], H. Durken’s house caught alight and in a few seconds was alight from end to end. His 
poultry pens and poultry were saved. Roaring along at the back of Main Street properties the fire was driven off them 
and held when a change of wind increased the threat”. The fire fighters then had to rush to also save the Pakenham 
Bush Nursing Hospital which was also threatened by a fire. This burnt through properties along Ahern Road, 
destroying John White’s house before jumping the highway and threatening the town from that direction too. 

Left: Two local warriors of a different sort: Councillors Mick 
Bourke (Courtesy of Megan Gannon) and Tom Houlihan 
(courtesy of Marie Houlihan). Both were prominent local 
Catholic laymen and fiercely anti-Communist. Cr Houlihan in 
particular was closely associated with the anti-Communist 
National Catholic Rural Movement. 
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Meanwhile, people were evacuated from their homes and businesses. Sr Kath O’Neill, who lived in Henty Street, 
remembers her mother letting the chickens out and giving each of her children small bundles of precious 
possessions as they evacuated to the Fire Station. Margaret Maher (nee Jackson) was evacuated with some others 
to the wartime airstrip which had been built off the Koo Wee Rup Road. Thelma Young (nee Marshall) remembers that 
her family initially thought of going down into their makeshift air raid shelter in the backyard, but were instead 
evacuated by truck. She and her sister Norma made sure they took their precious Royal Dalton china dinner sets with 
them - they had both saved hard to buy these piece by piece for when they eventually married. Thelma and Norma’s 
father, Constable Jim Marshall went down to the Pakenham Racecourse, where a race meet was in full swing, to 
advise the patrons to evacuate. A number of bookies, punters and even a jockey stayed behind to join the residents 
and others trying to save the town. Forestry Commission employees, truck loads of soldiers sent from Dandenong 
and Melbourne and even a “detachment of friendly aliens” (presumably Italian POWs from the camp at Bayles) were 
also brought in to assist. Many were armed with little more than hessian sacks which they used to beat out the 
flames. At one point, when water was short, large cans of skim milk were poured onto the flames (WT, 26/1/1944 
p.16). Through a combination of hard work, good luck and an inch of rain that night, Pakenham East was saved. 
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The 1944 Pakenham Bushfires: Image 1: Members of the Pakenham Fire Brigade in the late 1930s: Back-row (LtoR): Gill Deanshaw,          
Bill Stone, Hec Treloar & Joe Thornburg. Middle: Herb O’Neill. Front-row: Johnnie Jackson, Les Fraser, Herb Thomas, Jack Brown, Lou 
Schultz, Len Johnson and Dave Purves (BPHS Collection with names supplied by Donna Henning); Image 2: The fires made news across 
Australia - this report comes from the Sydney Sun 23/1/1944 p. 2; Image 3: Local men fighting a bush fire with no more than branches and 
hessian sacks (BPHS Collection); Image 4: At one point in the January 1944 fires, water was unavailable, so cans of skim milk were 
brought from a dairy to help douse the flames. From the Weekly Times, 26/1/1944 p. 16.
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Newspapers described it as a “miracle” that only two homes were lost, even though the fires burnt out 3,000 acres of 
land and destroyed livestock, fruit trees, hay stacks, out buildings and miles of fences.

Government Regulation and the “Powers Referendum”
To move the nation onto a full war footing, the Federal Government used its defence powers under the Constitution to 
massively regulate the economy and society. From 1942 onwards, all British subjects (as Australians were in those 
days) were required to be registered and were issued with identity cards. These were used for various purposes, 
including the issuing of ration coupons and regulating labour and manpower. The declaration of certain jobs as 
“reserved occupations” not only restricted the ability of people in these roles to enlist for the military. The regulations 
also placed restrictions on employers in terms of hiring and firing their employees. Government owned factories were 
established to produce items essential for the war effort, including munitions. Rationing was accompanied by price 
controls and many non-essential items, including facial tissues, were not seen again until after the War. District 
agricultural committees instructed farmers on the crops to be grown, with compulsory acquisition schemes meaning 
the harvests were sold to the government at fixed prices. There was also censorship of the press. While there was 
much publicity surrounding major Allied victories such as at El Alamein and Stalingrad, old time residents have said 
they never had a clear idea of some of the key set-backs, particularly those close to home, such as the fall of Rabaul 
and the bombing of Darwin. People willingly accepted the regulations for the good of the war effort. In 1944, the 
Curtin Labor Government sought to have these powers extended via referendum for a period of five years after the 
War ended. This was said to be necessary in order to meet the massive challenges the government foresaw with 
post-war reconstruction, including settling hundreds of thousands of service personnel back into civilian life and  
transitioning the economy back to civilian production. Under the proposed extension of powers, the Federal 
Government would have also been able to introduce a national health scheme, retain control of income taxation, 
continue price controls and marketing of commodities, mandate uniform railway gauges across Australia and take 
responsibility for indigenous affairs (Telegraph, 26/7/1944 p. 6). Business groups and the Federal Opposition were 
concerned that granting these powers would pave the way for the introduction of socialist measures, such as 
nationalisation of key industries. 

In August 1944, Bernie Drake, a leading member of the local Labor Party branch, chaired a large meeting at 
Pakenham to hear the “yes” case made by the Minister for Labour and National Service (PG, 4/8/1944 p. 1). One of 
those strongly urging a “no” vote was the local member for Flinders, Lt. Colonel Rupert Ryan (Argus, 1/7/1944 p. 5). 
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Far Left: Identity 
card issued to 
Pakenham Upper 
orchardist Donald 
Black (Courtesy 
of Trevor Black).

Left. Lt. Colonel 
R u p e r t R y a n , 
M e m b e r f o r 
Flinders during 
WW2 (Courtesy 
o f P a k e n h a m 
G a z e t t e 
13/8/1943). 



Lt. Col. Ryan belonged to the Opposition United Australia Party and joined the newly formed Liberal Party in 1945. 
The Fruitgrowers’ and Primary Producers’ Defence League was also strongly opposed to the extension of 
government powers during the referendum (Ibid) and campaigned against compulsory marketing schemes. The 
League’s local president was Vern Clark, who was also a leading member of the Pakenham RSL. In the end, 
Pakenham voted overwhelmingly “No” - 1953 votes to just 1167 (The Age, 21/8/1944 p. 3). The defeat of the 
referendum did not deter the Labor Government from seeking to implement sweeping economic and social reforms, 
including the introduction of an unemployment and sickness benefits scheme in 1945 (PG, 28/9/1945 p. 2). 

“D-Day” and other Allied advances in 1944 and early 1945
On “D-Day”, 6 June 1944, British, American and Canadian forces invaded Western Europe, landing on the beaches 
of Normandy, France. From these hard-won beach heads, the Allies began the liberation of France, entering Paris on 
25 August 1944. Meanwhile, the Allies had already liberated Rome as they fought northwards up the Italian 
peninsula. Germany itself was also under constant, heavy bombardment by the British and American air forces. Ron 
Doyle of Pakenham Upper, who was serving with the Royal Air Force’s 640 Squadron, flew 36 operational missions 
bombing key military and industrial targets in Germany (such as the famous Krupp armaments factory at Essen) and 
occupied Europe. One of Ron’s missions in October 1944 involved nearly 1,000 Allied aircraft. The Germans were 
also being hard-pressed on the Eastern Front, with the Soviet Red Army making major gains through Eastern Europe.

Following the D-Day landings, a combined intercession service was held at the Pakenham Mechanics’ Institute. 
Members of the local VDC paraded followed by a “short and simple” but “impressive” service, including prayers of 
intercession, scripture readings, and singing of the hymn “Onward, Christian Soldiers” (PG, 16/6/1944 p. 1). No 
doubt, many residents’ thoughts and prayers were with the local lads taking part in the Allied operations in New 
Guinea. Amongst them was legendary Pakenham sportsman Ray “Cracker” Jackson, who served with an RAAF 
airfield construction unit. Ray was amazed at how the Americans used to bring in huge machines which ploughed 
through the jungle to make airstrips in record time (Maher p. 41). In April, American and Australian troops had landed 
at Aitape and Hollandia in Western New Guinea. By September, they were landing at Morotai, in what is now 
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Left:  Flying Officer Ron Doyle with other members of Crew 93, 640 Squadron RAF 
in England. Ron flew 36 operational missions over Germany and occupied Europe 
(Courtesy of Wally Nye). Above: Another Pakenham lad serving in the UK was 
Sergeant Errol Robinson, shown above (fourth from left) with other members of a 
Sunderland aircraft of 10 Squadron RAAF after sinking a German u-boat in early 
1944. Errol’s squadron was based at RAF Station Mount Batten at Plymouth, 
England and was attached to UK Coastal Command (Courtesy of AWM SUK12172). 



Indonesia. Morotai would prove to be a strategically significant staging post for later operations against the 
Japanese in Borneo and the Phillipines. A number of local Diggers were also deployed to Bougainville in late 1944 
and early 1945. These included Basil Dodd, another local football champion, who served there with the 109 Casualty 
Clearing Station, and Private Don Cook from Army Road, who served with airfield maintenance units and the 8th 
Battalion. One of Don’s duties on Bougainville was “biscuit bombing” - dropping much needed food and other 
supplies to Allied troops fighting in remote parts of the island.

The conditions endured by the Australians fighting in New Guinea and Indonesia were often horrendous. Bill 
Stubington, who served with the 52nd and 37th Battalions in New Guinea from January 1943 onwards, used to speak 
of hacking through thick jungle which, together with torrential tropical downpours and extreme humidity, made the 
conditions even more difficult. Then there were the tropical diseases, including malaria, dengue fever, hook worm 
and various skin conditions, which affected many Diggers.  

Looking forward to when they would come home 
By late 1944, it was clear that the Allies would win the war, but not yet evident when. Pakenham residents though, 
were already thinking about what they needed to do when that time came. As early as March 1944, a repatriation 
committee was established at Pakenham, chaired by Bill Stephenson, who had done so much to help the Diggers 

Above: Photographs of the New Guinea campaign: Image 1: “Biscuit bombs” (food and supplies) being dropped to Allied troops fighting in 
remote parts of Bougainville; Image 2: Australian and American troops inspecting a captured Japanese Zero fighter plane; Image 3: 
Fighter planes lined up at an island airfield (Images 1 to 3 are from the wartime albums of Don Cook and courtesy of Nancy Cook); Image 
4: Jack Tangey, who served in New Guinea with the RAAF with his friend and guide Amou. When the War ended, Amou wanted to come 
back to Australia with Jack, but this was not possible (Courtesy of Wayne Tangey). 
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who returned from WW1. Other members, including Jack Ellett, Vernon Clark and Wally Black, were former WW1 
Diggers themselves and members of the Pakenham RSL (DJ, 22/3/1944 p. 7). The role of the “Repat” Committee was 
to provide practical assistance to returning service personnel in ways not available under the Government’s official 
scheme. For example, the Committee could loan money to Diggers in the first 12 months of starting out on a farm or 
in a business (PG, 27/4/1945 p. 5). Members of the committee also provided advice and guidance to the returning 
service personnel. This included “going into bat” for them in their disputes with the bureaucracy over things like 
delays in receiving assistance; the amount of assistance being provided, and the requirement for collateral against 
loans. Wally Black argued strongly against the latter. As he put it: “our society would have no security but for the 

security these men had established 
with their bodies and l ives”            
(PG, 21/12/1945 p. 1). 

In April 1945, when “victory was now in sight”, a major fund raising drive was launched for the local repatriation fund. 
As Syd Thewlis of the RSL said: “It would not be out of place at this time to give thoughts to those who would be 
returning in the next twelve months. We held in honour the memory of those who had given their lives. For those who 
returned we should do everything we could to make up to them for what they had done to ensure that we lived here 
in peace and comfort. It would not be easy for them to re-establish themselves, and we should give all the assistance 
possible” (PG, 27/4/1945 p. 2).  Based on the number of hampers sent to soldiers, it was expected that there would 
be around 137 local men to be repatriated (Ibid). There was debate about how best to raise the required funds. 
Some favoured a “carnival queen” fund raising event, though Jack Ellett of Pakenham South thought petrol rationing 
made this sort of activity impractical. In the end, it was decided to raise funds by subscription, Amongst the first 
generous subscribers to the fund were the Pakenham Racing Club (£100); Eloi Alloid (£50), Michael and Hugh 
Bourke (£25) and Gwladis Ronald (£20) (PG, 11/5/1945 p. 1). The Pakenham RSL also gave £10 (half its bank 
balance) to the fund (PG, 18/5/1945 p. 1). 

The question of how to best welcome home the District’s service personnel “when the time came” had also been 
debated in late 1944. A welcome home committee was established, chaired by Dr Farrell with Constable Jim 
Marshall as Secretary. When the WW1 soldiers returned, they had been presented with gold medals, but it was 
recognised that “nothing like that could be done under existing conditions” for the WW2 service personnel. It was 
also decided that there would be a single official welcome home for all the Diggers after the War, so that everyone 
was treated alike. Naturally, families were free to arrange their own informal welcome homes as individual service 
personnel returned (PG, 15/9/1944 p. 2). The RSL also discussed the form of a suitable WW2 memorial, with its 
preferred option being a memorial hall including RSL club rooms. By this time, the Pakenham RSL now had 40 
members, including “Young Diggers” such as Ted Stephenson. Of course, Pakenham service personnel were still in 
the firing line overseas. Ray J. Jackson (Don Jackson’s brother) was lucky to survive when the plane he was serving 
in was shot down by a Luftwaffe intruder over England. In January 1945, Jack Robinson was killed in an aircraft 
training accident in England, while Private George Green was killed in the Australian assault on Japanese forces at 
Mt Tarzaki near Wewak in June 1945. 

Left: Members of the Pakenham 
Repatriation Committee in 1946 (LtoR): 
Bill Stephenson, Jack Ellett, Wally 
Black, Vernon Clark and Jim Leadoux 
(From the Weekly Times, 3/7/1946,          
p. 7). 
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VE Day - the War ends in Europe
In October 1944, the American army captured the German city of Aachen in the Rhineland, the first German city to 
fall to the Western Allies. Following the defeat of a major German counter-offensive in the Ardennes, the Americans 
and British pushed on towards the Rhine River, which was crossed in March 1945. They then began sweeping 
through central, northern and southern Germany. The Red Army had also crossed into Eastern Germany and by late 
April 1945, had encircled Berlin. On April 30, Adolf Hitler committed suicide, with Germany formally surrendering to 
the Allies a few days later. The fighting in Europe officially came to an end on 8 May after nearly six years of 
devastation and slaughter. 

“Victory in Europe” (VE Day) was marked in 
Pakenham with a thanksgiving service organised by 
the RSL at the Mechanics’ Institute. The event 
opened with a stirring rendition of “God Save the 
King”, then the singing of hymns. The head of the 
local Methodist Mission, Rev. F. B. Cavalier, led the 
prayers of thanksgiving. Gratitude was expressed for 
the liberation of Europe from brutal Nazi rule and for 
the courage and determination shown by the British 
people during six long, desperate years of war. Rev. 
Cavalier attributed victory ultimately to divine 
providence: “Our arms had not saved us at Dunkirk 
or in the Battle for Britain; our arms did not cause 
Germany to make the mistake of attacking Russia, or 
Japan Pearl Harbour. These happenings were due to 
the over-ruling providence of God. We were full of thankfulness to Him for what He had done for us, for it was He who 
had saved us, and not ourselves”. Rev. Cavalier exhorted his audience to truly show thankfulness “in our lives, by 
praying to and serving” God (PG, 11/5/1945, p. 11).

Nancy Smethurst, who was a Red Cross worker from Pakenham, was actually in London on VE Day, having been 
sent to the UK to help repatriate Australian POWs from Germany. Nancy used to recall how the Strand and Mall         
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Far left: Jack Robinson, son of local storekeeper 
Stanley Robinson, was killed in early 1945 while 
serving with the air force in England (Courtesy of 
NAA A9301 / 430767). Left: Private George 
Green did two tours of duty in New Guinea. He 
was in Rabaul with the 2/22nd Battalion when 
the Japanese invaded in early 1941, but 
managed to escape capture. Later, he returned 
with the 2/4th Battalion and took part in the 
Wewak / Aitape campaign of late 1944 / 1945. 
He was killed in action during the Australian 
attack on Japanese positions at Mt Tarzaki in 
June 1945. Courtesy of NAA (B883/VX23358).

Above: Two soldiers reading the news of Germany’s surrender on the 
streets of Melbourne (Courtesy of AWM - 089886).



      
         

were packed with people that day. As a memento of that momentous day, she put a photograph of the Royal family 
on the Buckingham Palace balcony into her photo album. Jack Parker, who had been a POW of the Germans, was 
also in London that day. Jack found London “buzzing” after everything people had endured for the past six years. In 
the celebratory atmosphere, Jack got somewhat inebriated and ended up nursing a hangover for a day or two. 

POWs return from Germany
Within weeks, three of the POWs in Germany - Privates Ken Lineham, Percy Ray and Les Marsden - returned to 
Pakenham. Percy had been taken POW in Libya, while Ken and Les were captured on Crete. During his captivity, Les 
(who having enlisted at Wangaratta was ultimately not included on the Pakenham War Memorial) spent time at the 
Auschwitz concentration camp complex as a punishment. After being greeted at the Pakenham Railway Station, the 
three were treated to an “old time” dance as an informal welcome home. The hall was “made gay with many flags” 
while music was provided by Messrs J.J. Jackson, F. Ramsdale and M. O’Connor. On behalf of the Berwick Shire and 
residents of Pakenham, Cr Michael Bourke congratulated the men on their safe return. He expressed sympathy with 
them for the privations they had experienced and acknowledged their families had “endured years of worry and 
anxiety”. Cr Bourke noted that the Berwick Shire had contributed over £2,000 for the POWs via the Red Cross. Syd 
Thewlis of the RSL and Bill Stephenson of the local Repatriation Committee said their organisations stood ready to 
assist the returned POWs in every way. Private Marsden thanked the residents for their warm welcome and “paid a 
high tribute to the Red Cross for what had been done for the Prisoners of War” (PG, 13/7/1945 p. 1).

A few weeks later, fifty guests gathered at the home of Mr and Mrs Thwaites to welcome home Sergeant Ron 
Chambers MM, who had been taken POW on Crete back in 1941. During his captivity, Ron was accused of mutiny 
and treated harshly. During the event, Ron said that one of the “most cheery messages” he had received during his 
captivity was from Mrs Thwaites, who reminded him of the farewell party he’d been given in Pakenham. Mrs Thwaites 
promised that Ron’s friends would “assemble once more to welcome him back” when the War was over. Mr Thwaites 
referred to Ron’s “splendid service overseas, to his friends’ high regard for him, their anxiety when he became a 
prisoner of war and their delight in his safe return”. Other speakers included Cr Bourke, Norman Webster Senior, Les 
Keys (representing Berwick Shire Staff) and Beatrice Thomas of Red Cross. “All the speakers paid the highest tribute 
to Ron as a man and a soldier and expressed delight at his safe return”. In response, Ron gave a “brief and modest 
speech” which acknowledged the good wishes and expressed his pleasure at returning home. Ron referred 
specifically to the work of the Red Cross and “what their parcels meant to the prisoners of war” (PG, 10/8/1945 p. 1).
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Above: An iconic photograph of the Royal Family on the balcony of Buckingham Palace, which was Nancy Smethurst’s memento of VE Day 
in London (Courtesy of Richard Oram). Above right: Photograph of Private Les Marsden whilst a POW in Germany. Les, whose family lived 
in Pakenham Upper, was one of the first POWs welcomed home to Pakenham (Courtesy of NAA, B883, VX6429). 



Death of Prime Minister John 
Curtin
On 5 July 1945, the Prime Minister John 
Curtin died suddenly at The Lodge in 
Canberra. It was widely acknowledged, 
including by his political opponents, 
that Mr Curtin’s resolute leadership had 
played a significant role in the defence 
of Australia after Jaan had entered the 
War. Indeed, American General 
Douglas MacArthur said of Mr Curtin: 
“The preservation of Australia from 
invasion wil l be his immemorial 
monument” (AWM website). The strain 
of wartime leadership took a significant 
toll on Mr Curtin’s health, contributing to 
his premature death. At a Berwick Shire 
Council meeting in Pakenham, Cr Dore 

paid tribute to the late Prime Minister as “the greatest statesman we have had, and we don’t realise how much we 
owe to him”. The Councillors stood and observed a minute’s silence in his memory (PG, 3/8/1945 p. 3). 

VJ Day - The defeat of Japan
While Pakenham and the rest of Australia mourned the loss of its respected Prime Minister, the war against Japan 
was in its last throes. Over the previous few months, the Americans had re-captured Manila in the Phillipines; “island 
hopped” through Micronesia and had invaded the island of Okinawa, little more than 600km from Japan. American 
bombers had also levelled much of Tokyo and other major Japanese cities. The British had begun to reconquer 
Burma, while Australian forces were leading the last major Allied campaign in the South West Pacific theatre, 
undertaking a series of amphibious landings in Borneo at Tarakan, Labuan and Balikpapan. A number of Pakenham 
service personnel participated in these landings, including brothers Ted and Bob Dobell. Following the dropping of 
atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Japanese surrendered unconditionally on 15 September 
1945. News of this reached Pakenham that morning, and was described by the Pakenham Gazette as “wonderful 
news” (PG, 17/8/1945 p. 1). Norma Jackson (nee Marshall) heard the news on the wireless and ran into her parents’ 
room to tell them. Neighbours then came over from next door, having heard the news too. A number of celebrations 
were quickly organised, including a parade down Main Street involving 150 school students “armed” with flags, 
whistles, tins and “anything capable of producing a noise” (PG, 17/8/1946 p. 1). Ladies and other residents joined 
the parade in decorated vehicles. Norma Jackson remembered that she rode with others on the back of a lorry from 
Jackson’s store “yelling and waving and gathering people as we went. No one worked, trains were tooting at us” 
(Norma Jackson’s memoirs). The parade ended with a “happy peace picnic” and sports carnival at the Recreation 
Reserve, at which the children had “the time of their lives” and were treated to free ice creams, sweets and soft 
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Lef t : Pr ime Min is te r John Cur t in ’s 
inspirational leadership played a pivotal role 
in maintaining morale on the Home Front 
during the darkest days of the War (Courtesy 
of AWM - RC00810 & RC02370).



drinks. The school students present gave a “hearty cheer” when it was announced that they would be given an extra 
day’s holiday to further mark the coming of peace! According to the Pakenham Gazette, “the keynote of the whole 
day was cooperation - a desire to be happy and also to give happiness to others” (PG, 17/8/1945 p. 1). Like 
everyone else, Margaret Jackson (now Maher) was relieved that the War was finally over. However, Margaret has 
never forgotten the sense of horror she felt when reading the newspaper headlines announcing the dropping of the 
atomic bombs and the descriptions of the devastation and loss of life.

At a special thanksgiving service, the community 
thanked God for the War’s end and looked forward to 
local service personnel returning home soon. Gratitude 
was expressed that Australia had been able to 
produce “such men” as those who served during the 
War. “We thanked God too, for those at home who had given all they could; for the nurses and their ... devotion to 
those in need; for the women who had gone away in the Armed Forces to do the work of men in the rough and 
tumble of war; for our great leaders”. Those who had given their lives could not be forgotten as the community 
looked forward to the peace: “we should consider how to make this a nation worthy of them, a nation that would lead 
the world in reform as it had in the past, a nation that could speak in the councils of the world because of its great 
achievements, a nation that could hold in peace the place it had won in war. If we could achieve all that then must 
we be a people devoted to duty, to helping our fellow men, and to serving our God. ‘God grant that we may be that’”. 
A minute’s silence was observed in their memory (PG, 24/8/1945 p. 2). Further celebrations included a special 
“Victory Ball” at Pakenham Upper in October 1945, the re-naming of the 1946 Pakenham Cup as the “Victory Cup” 
and large celebrations to coincide with the Victory Day observed nationally on June 10 1946. 

Deciding how to honour the District’s service personnel
At a Berwick Shire Council meeting shortly after the end of the War, Shire President, Cr J.G. Dore said: “Twelve 
months ago when you elected me President, we all expressed the hope that the long hoped for peace would come 
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Above: Front page headlines from the Melbourne Herald on 
August 8 1945 announcing the dropping of the atomic bomb. 
Right: Margaret Jackson (front left) with her mother and sisters 
Thelma, Lorna and Joyce Jackson and cousin Mavis Foster 
outside the family bakery in Main Street during the War 
(Courtesy of Margaret Maher). Below right: Mary, Gavan and 
Michael Bourke in fancy dress. They would have participated in 
the special children’s “Happy peace picnic” arranged in August 
1945 to help celebrate the end of the War (Courtesy of Meagan 
Gannon). 

Herald (Melbourne, Vic. : 1861 - 1954), Wednesday 8 August 1945, page 1

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article249157533
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during my term. I am delighted that this has happened. My first thought is in thanks to Almighty God that this 
struggle has ended. My second is of those who have paid the supreme sacrifice, and our hearts go out to their 
parents. They are the people, who will feel more than anyone else at this time. The parents whose sons and 
daughters are coming back will be looking forward to their return, and our sympathy should go to those whose sons 
and daughters will not return. To the boys and girls of our services - Army, Navy and Air Force - we give grateful 
thanks for the wonderful work they have done. I think the Australian soldier can claim to have first stopped the 
Japanese in their drive south after Pearl Harbour. They had the honour first to throw them back when they were 
almost in Port Moresby. They have done a wonderful job for us and deserve our greatest gratitude. We think too, of 
the leaders of these great forces, particularly General McArthur ... He has done a wonderful job with those under his 
command, not forgetting the American soldiers who came at the right time, and saved us from having our country 
invaded. We owe much to the late President Roosevelt, who responded so generously and so quickly to the 
application made to him. It is a matter of regret that the two men who played such a big part in saving us from 
disaster - President Roosevelt and Mr. John Curtin - did not live to see the fruits of their work. The names of these two 
great statesmen will go down in history. Our thanks go too, to Mr Churchill, who led the British Forces in those 
memorable days when they stood alone after Dunkirk. The world owes a great debt to him and it is a matter of regret 
that he is not at the head of the country at this time. He kept the country together and never gave in. The world owes 
perhaps more to him than to any other man. To the women, and particularly to the nursing section, we owe a great 
debt. They have done a job for which the world owes a debt it can probably never repay. To the prisoners of war we 
should extend kindness and sympathy when they come back to us. Some coming back now are showing signs of 
what they have gone through ... Everyone will need to be very kind and patient with a lot of these boys when they 
come back. Their nerves and health will probably be bad for a long time. I hope all will do everything they can to 
help them” (PG, 24/8/1945 p. 1). 

The Shire decided to recognise those who had served with the presentation of special certificates (Ibid). It had been 
previously decided to hold off having an official welcome home until most of the Diggers had returned. This would 
ensure that the event was “made into one of the biggest events in Pakenham’s history” (PG, 29/6/1945 p. 1). An 
exception was made for the returning POWs though. Shire staff (both indoors and outdoors) were also paid a special 
“peace bonus” of two weeks’ salary to reward the loyalty of those who had “stuck to the Shire despite the attraction 
of high wages in various industries” (PG, 28/9/1945 p. 1).

The fate of the POWs in Asia
With Japan defeated, people eagerly awaited news of those who had been taken POW in South East Asia and New 
Guinea. In many instances, little or nothing had been heard from them since early 1942. Despite the lack of news, 
Elizabeth Smith (wife of the local Pakenham blacksmith George Smith) never gave up hope that her son Robert 
(“Bert”) was still alive. Bert had been captured on Ambon. Eventually her prayers were answered when she was 
notified that he was indeed alive (Smith p. 38). Private Lennie Marshall was attached to a special Army unit which 
was sent to Singapore to repatriate Australian POWs. By amazing coincidence, Lennie found fellow Pakenham 
resident Jim Fennell in the Changi POW camp there. Dr Michael Bourke, who was a child when the War ended, has 
never forgotten how emaciated Jim looked when he eventually returned to Pakenham. Jim had survived not just 
Changi, but also the infamous Burma - Thailand railway. His niece Joan Szalman (nee Florance) remembers once 
seeing Jim without his shirt on, and noticed the many scars where the Japanese had beaten him. Jim also bore scars 
on the inside. Joan remembers that on one occasion, her father Ted came up quietly behind Jim to surprise him, but 
Jim automatically swung around to defend himself. He later explained that it was a reflex action because the 
Japanese guards often attacked their victims from behind. Jim’s wartime experiences also left him with doubts about
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The fate of our POWs in Asia
Image 1: POWs, including Jim 
Fennell after being liberated from 
Changi in Singapore (Courtesy of 
AWM - 019318); 2: Red Cross 
w o r k e r N a n c y S m e t h u r s t o f 
Pakenham (circled) was sent to 
S ingapore to he lp repat r ia te 
Australian POWs (Courtesy of 
Richard Oram); 3: Bob Cooke with 
his wife Elsie and daughter Anne 
(Courtesy of Anne Him); 4: Bob when 
he was liberated from a POW camp 
on Ambon (Courtesy of AWM 
116260); 5: Bob was so emaciated 
tha t he d ied jus t days la te r                  
(DJ 26/9/1945 p. 1); 6: Bert Smith 
survived Ambon and made it back to 
Australia (Courtesy of Peter Brown). 
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Above: Private Percy Buckland 
of Pakenham Upper served with 
the 2/21st Battalion and was 
part of “Gull Force” sent to 
Ambon. There, he was taken 
POW by the Japanese in early 
1942. His family heard nothing 
from him for the next three 
years. In August 1945, Percy’s 
camp on Hainan Island was 
liberated by the Americans. He 
wrote a letter home to his 
parents (left) but tragically died 
a few days later from cerebral 
malaria. Below: Percy’s body 
was buried in an Allied War 
Cemetery at Yokohama, Japan 
(Courtesy of the Buckland 
family). 
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organised religion for the rest of his life (Ferry, 2016 p. 67). 

Tragically, for some families their final heartbreak was still to come. Alice Farrell, wife of the local doctor, soon learned 
that two of her brothers, Privates James and Herbert Grosvenor, had perished in Japanese POW camps                       
(DJ, 17/10/1945 p. 13). Elsie Cooke had not heard from her husband Bob after he was captured on Ambon in early 
1942. The death rate of Australian POWs there was atrocious: of 532 prisoners in late 1942, only 123 were still alive 
when the Japanese surrendered in August 1945. Elsie now received news that Robert was alive and awaited further 
news (DJ, 12/9/1945 p. 1). Bob though, was a “stretcher case” when liberated, suffering from severe malnutrition and 
berri-berri. Although he was evacuated to a military hospital on Morotai, he died ten days after being freed. Bob 
managed though, to write a last letter home to Elsie, explaining that he had not received any letters in captivity nor 
been able to send any out (DJ, 26/9/1945 p. 1). Similarly, the Buckland family of Pakenham Upper had no idea what 
had happened to their son Percy after he was captured on Ambon too. In fact, his sister Ivy wrote to him every 
Sunday for three and a half years without ever getting a response. Unknown to his family, Percy had been shipped off 
to Hainan Island, off the coast of southern China, where the Japanese treated their prisoners like slaves, with a third 
of the Australians there dying. After the War, the family received two telegrams - one saying Percy was alive, the 
other that he was dead. According to Percy’s niece Dawn Willersdorf, after years without any news, it was now an 
agonising wait for his family to find out which telegram was correct. Eventually they learned that Percy was alive 
when his camp was liberated by American paratroopers, but had died shortly thereafter from cerebral malaria. A 
letter later arrived which Percy wrote before he passed away. He only weighed 5 stone (31.75 kg) when he died.

Welcoming home the Diggers
From mid 1945 onwards, there was a constant trickle of service personnel returning home as they were discharged. 
For many, this did not happen until well into 1946, or even early 1947, depending on where they were serving. As 
individual diggers returned home, their families and friends often organised informal gatherings or socials to 
welcome them home. After years of worrying, the sense of joy, and relief the families felt was immense. Ellen Ellett of 
Pakenham South, who had three sons and a daughter serve during WW2, remembered in later life: “War broke out 

and our three eldest boys went and our one 
daughter. Was ever a mother called upon to 
suffer such tension, such fear and dread as I 
endured in those years? Hard work was 
nothing compared to that torment.  However,  
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Above: members of the Doyle family welcoming home Flying Officer Ron Doyle 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (Courtesy of Bill Doyle). Right: The Pakenham 
Gazette’s report of Ron’s welcome home at Pakenham Upper. 



at last it was over, they came home and Glory be 
to God not broken in body nor warped in mind. 
They are good solid sound men and woman” (E. 
Ellett 1980 p.3). A photograph taken of the Dobell 
brothers after they had all returned home shows 
them as three strapping young men. When they 
left, they had literally been little more than boys. 
What Anne Hubbard remembers most of the day 
her father Wal Sheldon returned home was 
noticing that he had lost his two front teeth just like 
she had done! Anne was a young girl at the time 
and Wal had endured over three years in            

                Japanese POW camps in Singapore.   
              

Although it had been previously decided that there would be just one official welcome home, several were eventually 
arranged. The first, held on 31 May 1946, was for the Pakenham Upper Diggers. This was organised by Pakenham 
Upper’s own welcome home committee. The event could not be held at Pakenham Upper itself due to the number of 
people attending. Instead, the banquet was held at the Pakenham Mechanics’ Institute followed by a ball at the 
King’s Theatre. Pakenham Upper residents and assembled dignitaries feted their returned service personnel as 
heroes. Described by the Pakenham Gazette as a “grand welcome home”, there were speeches, toasts and a 
minute’s silence for those who would never return. In his speech, Jack MacDonald (Chair of the Pakenham Upper 
Welcome Home Committee) said that victory had only been made possible through the loyalty of men and women 
throughout the Empire. He spoke of how the task of building a new world must be done on what he described as “the 
only firm foundation”; namely “loyalty to God and loyalty to the King”. Lieutenant Colonel Ryan, Federal Member for 
Flinders, spoke of the “great job” the returning service personnel had done in the War, “maintaining and enhancing 
the reputation of the 1st AIF, in practically every continent of the world, on the open seas and in all the skies”.  
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Above: Ron Doyle’s invitation to the official welcome home for Pakenham 
Upper service personnel held on 31 May 1946 (Courtesy of Ron Doyle’s 
family). Right: Message of appreciation from the Pakenham Upper 
community to their returning Diggers (BPHS Collection). 

 Above: Ted, Bob and Bill Dobell after they had returned home from WW2. 
They had literally become grown men while serving in the AIF (Courtesy of 
the Dobell family). 
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Lt. Col. Ryan continued: “They did honour not only to Australia, but also to the British Empire”. Lt Col. Ryan also 
asked the question: “What did you fight for? The answer was that they had fought for the safety of Australia, for the 
safety of everything we as a British race held dear ...”. He then reflected on the impact of the War on the Diggers 
themselves. Overlooking the brutal, horrific side of warfare for the evening, Lt. Col. Ryan said “they had learnt a lot in 
the War and had come back better men and women physically, morally and mentally than when they went away. 
They had learnt a sense of appreciation - they knew the things that really mattered. They had learnt the value of 
comradeship and cooperation”. Lt. Col Ryan finished by looking to what the community must now do for the returning 
service personnel: “We owe a debt to you for what you have done ... Words are not enough. What we must do is to 
see that all the men and women are repatriated back into civilian life in the jobs they are most suited for”. The 
enthusiasm of the welcome home made a deep impression on the returned service personnel themselves. 
Responding on their behalf, Private Jack Buckland could hardly find words to express their appreciation: “all I can 
say to the residents of Pakenham Upper is ‘Thank you very much’!” Perhaps remembering how difficult it was for 
many soldiers to settle back into civilian life after WW1, Dick Bastow said that while the evening was the “culmination 
of years of good work by the Pakenham Upper ladies”, he thought the welcome home committee should “carry on its 
good work in the future, keeping their eyes on and helping those who had experienced a rough time in the war 
years” (PG, 7/6/1946 p. 1). At the event, the returned service personnel were presented with kit bags (cases for the 
women) and certificates from the Shire (Ibid).

Victory Day celebrations at Pakenham East
Another 140 returned service men and women were formally welcomed home at Pakenham East on 10 June 1946, 
which was officially “Victory Day” across Australia. Before the big day, the Welcome Home Committee, chaired by Cr 
Michael Bourke with Constable Jim Marshall as Secretary, asked residents to decorate the town (PG, 10/5/1946 p. 1).  
Despite heavy rain the night before and during the morning, a large crowd 
gathered for the events, which included a fancy dress procession through town 
and a children’s sports carnival. According to the Pakenham Gazette: 
“enthusiasm triumphed over the weather conditions ... Probably the crowd in 
town was the largest ever seen in Pakenham, and in every way it was a red letter  
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Below: Two of the decorated trucks taking part in the June 1946 Victory Parade held at 
Pakenham East. The Pakenham Mechanics’ Institute is in the background. These photographs 
were taken by Roy Jeremiah of Pakenham South (Courtesy of Ron Blackwood); Right: A special 
badge issued for the Welcome Home celebrations (BHPS Collection).



       
       
       
       
 
day in the town’s history” (PG, 14/6/1946 p. 1). 
The procession was described as “really 
outstanding, far ahead of anything of the kind 
previously seen at Pakenham”. The Malvern 
Salvation Army Band led the way, followed by 
the WW2 service personnel and Diggers from 
WW1. Ern Gabbett, who was a veteran of 
three wars (the Boer War, WW1 and WW2) 
rode on horseback. Then came the children in fancy costumes, followed by others on decorated bicycles and a long 
line of decorated trucks. These included entries from St Patrick’s Convent School, Pakenham State School, Toomuc 
Valley State School, Pakenham Golf Course, the Pakenham Scouts, as well as local businesses and groups of 
individuals. According to the Pakenham Gazette, the “most humorous group” was “Truscott’s Victory Ballet”, 
featuring several men dressed in women’s basketball uniforms performing various dances as their truck drove 
along! Prizes were awarded for the best decorated trucks. St Patrick’s School won the best tableaux for “Australia at 
Peace” featuring Nancy White as “Australia”, with six attendants representing the states and Frances Maher as 
“Peace” attended by two heralds of peace. Fifteen school boys in uniform (including Hughie and Brien Bourke) 
represented the members of the armed forces. In contrast, the central figure of the Pakenham State School’s “V for 
Victory” truck was “Britannia” (Thea Vagg). Reflecting the progress of the district over the past couple of decades, 
there was only one horse-drawn vehicle in the parade: a wagon decorated by the National Catholic Rural Movement
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Above: The Pakenham Gazette reported the Victory 
Day celebrations on their front page on June 14 1946 
(Courtesy of the Pakenham Gazette); Right: Private 
Don Cook’s invitation to the event (Courtesy of Nancy 
Cook)
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Victory Day Celebrations
Image 1: St Patrick’s School won 
the prize for best tableaux in the 
Victory parade with their float 
“Australia at War”. Amongst the 
students on the float were Nancy 
White as “Australia” and Frances 
Maher as “Peace”, attended by 
Sheila Monaghan, Joan Drake 
and June Fennell, together with 
Brien and Hugh Bourke dressed 
as sailors and Bill Tangey as a 
soldier; Image 2: “Truscott’s 
Victory Ballet”; Image 3. Possibly 
the Pakenham State School’s “V 
for Victory” float (Images 1, 2 & 3 
Courtesy of Megan Gannon);  
Image 4: The Victory Day program 
(Courtesy of Bill Ronald). 
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featuring a “call back to the land”. The procession made its way down Main and Station Streets to the Recreation 
Reserve. The planned sports carnival was cut short because of the poor weather, but the banquet held in the 
Recreation Reserve Pavilion was described as a “triumph for the ladies”. The pavilion was decked out with flags, 
bunting, streamers and greenery for the occasion, courtesy of local storekeeper Stanley Robinson. More than fifty 
local women had volunteered to cater for the banquet and the ball which followed that evening. According to Cr 
Michael Bourke, the banquet “could not be excelled”. Many of the ex-service personnel present were overwhelmed 
by the welcome home they received that day. Speaking for the Navy veterans, Tom Cook said: “All I can say is, I am 
sure my fellow service men as well as I thank you very much for this turn-out”. Basil Dodd, speaking for the Army 
Diggers, said it was almost impossible to express the appreciation they felt for the residents who had shown so much 
concern for their welfare during the War. According to Basil, the day’s celebrations and banquet made them all “feel 
at home”. He also noted that the fare served them that day had only been “in the realm of dreams for the past few 
years”. Ray J. Jackson and Nina Keys also responded on behalf of the RAAF and Women’s Services personnel 
present.                   
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Above left: The Pakenham Hotel’s decorated truck in the Victory parade. In 1946, all of the vehicles in the parade bar one were motor 
vehicles, unlike the 1919 Victory Parade, when the Shankley / Purves family’s car (above right) was perhaps the only automobile to take 
part (Courtesy of the Purves family).

Above: Four service personnel spoke at the Pakenham East welcome home on behalf of their comrades, each representing their particular 
service (LtoR): Basil Dodd / Army (Courtesy of NAA / VX74396), Tom Cook / RAN (Courtesy of Bev Assender), Raymond J. Jackson                  
/ RAAF (Courtesy of Don Jackson) and Nina Keys / Women’s Services (Courtesy of Merrilee Pawley)



Ce
rti

fic
at

e 
pr

es
en

te
d 

to
 P

riv
at

e 
Ar

th
ur

 N
or

ris
 b

y 
th

e 
re

sid
en

ts
 o

f A
rm

y 
Ro

ad
, A

ug
us

t 1
94

6 
(C

ou
rte

sy
 o

f R
ay

 N
or

ris
). 

97



Following the banquet, speeches, toasts and responses, the returned service personnel were assembled on part of 
the Recreation Reserve for the presentations. Like those for the Pakenham Upper Diggers, these took the form of kit 
bags for the men and attache cases for the women. Commemorative certificates were also presented by the Berwick 
Shire. A record crowd attended the ball held that evening. As the Pakenham Gazette noted: “Of course the floor was 
too crowded for dancing in comfort - but who cared? There was an irresistible spirit of gaiety in the air, and everyone 
entered with zest into the fun of the evening” (PG, 14/6/1946 p. 1). 

The Pakenham South community also held a welcome home for their Diggers in late June (PG, 28/6/1946 p. 3). A 
final welcome home was arranged in October 1946 by the residents of Army Road for their Diggers, at which each 
was also presented with a special Army Road “Call to Arms” certificate.
. 
British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) Japan 
A number of service personnel from Pakenham could not be welcomed home because they had elected to join the 
British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) which was deployed to Japan. Those who served in Japan 
between 1946 and 1952 included Michael Bourke, Austin Bastow, Jack Tangey, Frank Ramsdale, Kevin Ramsdale 
and Larry Moon. Nancy Smethurst was also deployed there by the Australian Red Cross Society as a field officer 
visiting military hospitals to look after the welfare of BCOF patients. Many of the Australians served at Kure, near 
Hiroshima, where they encountered first hand the devastation (material, physical and emotional) caused by the 
atomic bomb. The total devastation left a lasting impression on Nancy Smethurst, as did the horrific physical scarring 
many of the survivors suffered from. Interestingly, Nancy made quite an impression on the Japanese herself: being 
just one eighth of an inch short of six feet, they formally addressed her as “Tall Lady” in Japanese!    
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Left and below: Photographs taken by Austin 
Bas tow showing the devas ta t ion he 
encountered in Japan while serving with the 
BCOF there (Courtesy of Derek Bastow). 
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Nancy Smethurst: serving in Japan with the Red Cross
One of the Pakenham residents to serve in Japan with the BCOF was 
Nancy Smethurst of “Green Hills”. From late 1946, Nancy served as a 
Field Hospital Officer attached to the British General Hospital in Tokyo, 
where she assisted with the welfare of the patients. These 
photographs, from Nancy’s wartime albums show aspects of her time 
in Japan: 1. Nancy with other members of the Red Cross learning craft 
work before leaving for Japan; 2. Nancy with a patient in a BCOF 
hospital; 3 & 4  Scenes from a visit to Hiroshima - the devastation and 
poverty of Japan after WW2 made a deep impression on Nancy; 5. 
Shizue Sugiyama, a young Japanese woman who acted as Nancy’s 
assistant in Japan; 6. Nancy with cherry blossoms in her hair; 7. Nancy 
with her future husband Geoffrey Oram. English-born Geoffrey, who 
had worked in Japan before WW2, was also serving in the BCOF. 
(Courtesy of Richard and Rosemary Oram). 
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Final Red Cross Activities
The Pakenham Red Cross wound up in March 1946, having raised the “grand sum of £3,860 during the past 6.5 
years” (PG, 22/2/1946 p. 1). This was the equivalent of $250,000 in today’s dollars. The Army Road Red Cross raised 
an additional £600, much of it coming from its annual bazaars, earning the praise of the Pakenham Gazette: “Hats off 
to Army Road Red Cross Auxiliary for another magnificent effort (PG, 30/11/1945 p. 1). The Pakenham Upper Branch 
ended the War with 100 members, including all the local children. One of the branch’s many achievements had been 
the sending of cakes to Pakenham Upper service personnel each Christmas (PG, 7/6/1946 p. 1). Members of the 
local Red Cross were recognised for their service with the presentation of special certificates signed by HRH Alice, 
Duchess of Gloucester, President of the Australian Red Cross and wife of the King’s brother Prince Henry, who was 
serving as Governor General of Australia. 

Food for Britain and other appeals
With the coming of peace, large parts of Britain remained devastated and suffered from chronic shortages of many 
essentials. A “Food for Britain” appeal was begun in Australia, which was enthusiastically supported in Pakenham. 
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Left: Red Cross certificate of service issued to 
Molly Bourke after WW2 (Courtesy of Megan 
Gannon). Above: Red Cross blood donor’s 
certificate issued to Gwladis Ronald (Courtesy of 
Bill Ronald). 



According to the Pakenham RSL, supporting the appeal was an “expression of practical gratitude to the people of 
Britain for their service and hospitality in both wars”. Dave Clancy said: “Many people don’t fully realise what we owe 
to Britain. It is up to us to do something practical” (PG, 16/11/1945 p. 1). To raise money, there was community 
singing at Pakenham Upper, (PG, 16/11/1945 p. 1), while a similar event at Pakenham South helped raise £22          
(PG, 23/9/1945 p. 3). Local scouts went from door to door collecting goods to be added to food parcels, including 
canned meats, tinned jam, jelly crystals, malted milk, custard powder, dried fruits, peanut butter and honey                
(PG, 12/4/1946 p. 1). A concert was also held at the Pakenham Mechanics’ Institute, featuring well known Melbourne 
entertainer Max Reddy together with local talent and broadcast on Radio Station 3UL. This raised a further £110 (PG, 
3/5/1946 p. 1). Peter Mace, a school boy from Mount Burnett was personally very moved by the plight of the British 
people. He “kept thinking about the hungry people of Britain and wondered what else he could do to help”. So he 
organised a “bazaar in the barn” at “Arranmore”, his brother-in-law Keith Watson’s farm at Mount Burnett. The bazaar, 
which Peter ran with his friends, included a model dairy farm; a haunted castle (complete with ghost and evil 
sounds); apple eating competitions; Shetland pony rides and afternoon tea. The event raised  £7.10.0 for the appeal 
“as well as providing a very pleasant afternoon” (PG, 3/5/1946 p. 4). Local school students also went around the 
district collecting clothes for the hundreds of thousands of Europeans who were refugees following the end of the 
War (PG, 13/7/1945 p. 3).

The “Old Diggers” pass the baton onto the “New Diggers”
At the Pakenham RSL’s 1946 annual meeting, President Syd Thewlis welcomed the “New Diggers” who had joined 
the sub-branch. Jim Leadoux and Harold Bumpstead, who were both WW1 veterans, stepped down as Vice 
Presidents to enable younger members take their places. Cecil Pobjoy and Les Futcher were duly elected                 
(PG, 15/2/1946 p. 1). In 1947 Russell Giles took over from Jim Marshall as Treasurer. In 1950, Ron Chambers 
became the first WW2 veteran to be elected sub-branch President (DJ, 22/2/1950 p. 15). In 1968, Wilma Young, who 
was one of the Australian nurses taken POW by the Japanese in South East Asia, was elected President of the 
Pakenham RSL, becoming the first women to lead a sub-branch in Victoria. The last WW2 Digger to serve as 
Pakenham RSL President was Norm Joseph, who served from 2004 to 2008. Norm had enlisted in the AIF in July 
1942 at the tender age of just 15. 

Repatriation and Soldier Settlement
The Australian Government established a comprehensive repatriation scheme to assist WW2 service personnel 
return to civilian life. Available benefits included assistance in finding employment (and financial assistance until they 
did so); vocational training and higher education opportunities; medical benefits for those who were injured or 
incapacitated; and assistance to war widows and their families (PG, 8/8/1941 p. 4). Locally, the RSL campaigned 
strongly in support of such initiatives. The Berwick Shire was petitioned to extend the principle of preference for 

L e f t : M e m b e r s o f t h e 
Pakenham RSL in 1946 
(LtoR): Robert Ramage, Syd 
Thewlis, C. Tully, Russell 
Giles, Ray J. Jackson, Les 
Futcher & Jim Marshall. 
(From the Weekly Times, 
3/7/1946 p. 7). 
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veterans to those serving in the current war (PG, 28/3/1941 p. 3). The Shire indeed gave preference to ex-service 
personnel in recruitment. When long-serving Shire Secretary James Ahern and Shire Engineer Les Keys retired in the 
late 1940s, they were replaced by two ex-POWS, Keith McKay and Ron Chambers respectively. When Beatrice 
(“Trixie”) Thomas was selected a few years later to replace McKay as Shire Secretary, it was highly controversial. The 
RSL protested vehemently that she had been chosen over several ex-service applicants and even sought the opinion 
of a Queen’s Counsel to see if there were legal grounds to challenge Trixie’s appointment (DJ, 27/2/1952 p. 13). 

The RSL had also strongly pushed for the establishment of a soldier settlement scheme for a new generation of 
returned service personnel. The Land Settlement (Acquisition) Act of 1943 enabled the setting aside of Crown land 
and acquisition of private land for this purpose in Victoria. The Soldier Settlement Commission acquired land in 
different parts of Victoria to be sub-divided into blocks which returned service personnel could apply for. Applicants 
were assessed on criteria such as their war service, farming experience, personal attributes, evidence of thrift, 
financial responsibility and marital status. Successful soldier settlers were granted conditional leases, which could be 
converted to freehold once the property had been paid off. In Pakenham, Grey’s Estate, located on Bald Hill Road 
three miles east of Pakenham, was acquired for soldier settlement and divided into seven dairying blocks ranging in 
size from 150 to 185 acres (DJ, 21/7/1954 p. 5). New settlers there included Jack Arnott, Jack Coop, Bruce Price and 
George Gibb. One Pakenham local who sought “greener pastures” further afield under the scheme was Bob Dobell

Above: The Pakenham RSL’s Honour Board, remembering past presidents, secretaries, treasurers, life members and honorary members 
(Courtesy of Gary Elliott).
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Jack Coop - soldier settler on Grey’s Estate, Pakenham
Land on Grey’s Estate off Bald Hill Road at Pakenham became available for 
soldier settlement after WW2 (Image 1 - The Argus, 20/1/1951 p. 14). Amongst 
those who acquired a property there was Jack Coop (Image 2) who had served on 
the HMAS Kapunda (Image 3). Jack went in for dairying (Image 4). His daughters 
Barbara and Jenny vividly remember their father working long days in the 
paddocks with his trusty dog “Laddie” (Image 5). Their mother Iris was the “home-
maker” - Image 6 shows Iris proudly displaying her new “Hill’s Hoist” washing line 
in 1955. Image 7 shows Barbara and Jenny with the children of other soldier 
settlers at a party in 1956. Coop Road is named in honour of the family (Courtesy 
of Barbara Adams and Jenny Stone).
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of Pakenham Upper. He had been selected for a soldier settler block on the Queensland Tablelands. However, Bob 
sustained a serious knee injury playing football for the South Melbourne’s Second XVIII while waiting to be 
demobilised from the Army. This injury not only put paid to a promising football career, but also meant Bob was not 
able to take up his property. Instead, he took advantage of the educational opportunities available to ex-service 
personnel under the Repatriation Scheme to train as a teacher. An outstanding educator, Bob rose to the position of 
Regional Director of Education for Ballarat and had a significant influence on the direction of state education in 
Victoria. A number of other Pakenham locals were also able to obtain training through the Repatriation Scheme, 
including Don Cook, who trained as a farrier and blacksmith. Not every Digger though, obtained the assistance they 
wanted. Jack Tangey for example, was keen to go back to farming and applied for a soldier settler property, but did 
not have enough points to get priority: Jack had only been able to enlist late in the War because he had to manage 
the family farm in the Toomuc Valley while his father undertook special war-related work at the Dunlop rubber factory 
in Melbourne. 

More Diggers make Pakenham home
Over time, the number of WW2 Diggers in Pakenham grew as 
more made their homes in the district. Jack Arnott and Jack 
Coop came as new soldier settlers, while others such as Geof 
George were posted to Pakenham with their work. Others settled 
in Pakenham after marrying locals or, like Reg Moloney, set up 
their own businesses. Many of these new Diggers and their 
families went on to make a great contribution to community life, 
including through the RSL and other local organisations. 
Rosemary Ingils, daughter of Geof George, remembers she virtually grew up in the family car outside the Mechanics’ 
Institute while her parents organised and ran countless balls for the Pakenham Bush Nursing Hospital and RSL! 

Post-war lives and contribution
One of the truly remarkable aspects of the WW2 generation was the extent to which they were able to “get on” with 
their lives after they returned home. Despite (or perhaps because of) what they had experienced and survived during 
the War, most craved a normal life: a steady job (or thriving farm or business); a spouse and children; a home of their 
own; a car ... It is telling though, that like their fathers before them, they rarely talked about their wartime experiences, 
except with their mates. 

Far left: Bob Dobell training for the South Melbourne 
Second XVIII Football team. Bob’s form in service 
matches while he was waiting to be demobilised had 
been noticed by VFL talent scouts (Courtesy of 
Dobell family). Left: Don Cook (left) and a mate 
during their time training as farriers and blacksmiths 
(Courtesy of Nancy Cook). Below: Geof George, his 
wife Linda and daughter Rosemary. Geof came to 
Pakenham after the War as the Department of 
Agriculture’s Dairy Inspector and became active in 
many local organisations, including the Show 
Committee (Courtesy of Rosemary Inglis). 
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Many of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers went on to make significant contributions to the life of the local community and 
more widely. As Shire Engineer for 30 years, Ron Chambers introduced modern town planning principles to the 
district. Another of his major legacies was the establishment of local nature reserves - the R. J. Chambers Reserve at 
Pakenham Upper is named in his honour. Les Futcher, who nearly didn’t survive the fall of Rabaul in 1942, became a 
successful local businessman, building a modern electronics shop in Main Street. He was also actively involved in a 
range of community groups, including the Progress Association, Pakenham Rotary (of which he was President) and 
the Berwick Shire Historical Society. Frances Gibbs remembers her uncle Les being passionate about Pakenham 
and its development. On one occasion when she visited him in the early 1970s, Les pointed out the Pakenham High 
School, telling Frances that it took a lot of activity from the community to get it built. When he died, Les left a 
significant bequest to Beaconhills College. In 1947, Noel (‘NN’) Webster acquired Harold Hogan’s real estate agency 
and proceeded to build it up into a major district business. Noel gave a lot back to the community. He was captain of 
the Pakenham Fire Brigade for many years and was one of the key “movers and shakers” who helped the town 
realise its dream of a swimming pool and a new public hall. In later life, Noel volunteered as the local RSL pensions 
officer, helping other returned Diggers to obtain the assistance and benefits they required as they got older. Peter 
Ronald, who as a farmer was only able to serve part time with the local Volunteer Defence Corps, went on to become 
a long standing Berwick Shire Councillor and served two terms as Shire President. He was also a member of the 
Pakenham Agricultural and Horticultural Society for 50 years, the Pakenham Racing Club Committee for 45 and in 
1973 was elected President of the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria. In 1979, Peter was made a Companion of 
the Order of St Michael and St George (CMG) by Her Majesty The Queen in recognition of his outstanding 
community service. Jack Buckland of Pakenham Upper was recognised by the Pakenham Shire for over twenty 
years volunteer service with Meals on Wheels. These are just a few examples of the many ways in which the WW2 
Diggers actively gave so much back to their community in the decades after the War. Several former Diggers also 
distinguished themselves on the sporting field, including Norm (“Widow”) Jackson, who became a legend of local 
football. He would have played VFL football like his brother “Cracker” had 
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Above: Several members of the Pakenham Fire Brigade were WW2 veterans, including 
(LtoR): Norm Jackson, Len Marshall, Noel Webster, Rocky Milner and Eric Stone. Brian 
Ramsdale (on the right) had been too young to enlist, but two of his brothers served 
(Courtesy of Joy Boucher); Right: The certificate presented by the Pakenham Shire to 
Jack Buckland of Pakenham Upper in recognition of his years of service with the local 
Meals on Wheels organisation (Courtesy of the Buckland family). 



         
         
         
         
         
         
         

 
         
         
         
         
         
         

The post-war lives of some of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers. Image 1. Cecil Purton married Caroline Webster in April 1947 (Image from DJ 
23/4/1947 p. 9); Image 2. Les Futcher with some of his relatives standing with his delivery van (Courtesy of Frances Gibbs); Image 3. Bill 
Dobell (centre) with his parents after being awarded the Police Valour Award in 1968 (Courtesy of Dobell family); Image 4. Cliff and Vera 
Bumpstead, with their son Frank (Courtesy of Peter Thistlethwaite); Image 5. Noel Webster (right) with other members of the 1951 “Back 
to Pakenham” Organising Committee (LtoR): Peter Ronald, David Bourke, Jim Marshall, Bill Stephenson & Len Cook  (WT, 21/3/1951 p. 
18); Image 6. Jockey Roy Healey riding a.winner (Courtesy of Julie Anne Vaughan); Image 7: Alan Wadsley (right) with (LtoR) Raymond, 
Norman and Graham Wadsley during the asparagus harvest at Pakenham South / KWR (Courtesy of Wadsley family) 
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Distinguished contributions to local government
Several Pakenham WW2 Diggers went on to make distinguished contributions to local 
government, both locally and elsewhere. Image 1: Ron Chambers (circled in this 1965 
photograph of the Berwick Shire Councillors and staff) served as Berwick then 
Pakenham Shire Engineer for 30 years, introducing modern town planning during that 
time (Courtesy of CCLC Local History Archive); Image 2: Peter Ronald, who served 
with the local 11th Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps, was first elected to the Berwick 
Shire Council in 1949 and had the distinction of being re-elected unopposed at every 
subsequent council election over the next 23 years. He was twice Shire President 
(Image courtesy of Bill Ronald); Image 3: During the Ash Wednesday bushfires in 
1983, Pakenham Shire President Cr Austin Bastow committed his own fleet of earth 
movers to help to put in fire breaks around Cockatoo. Here, Austin is pictured with 
Governor Sir Brian Murray at the opening of the new Pakenham Shire Offices in 1983 
(Courtesy of CCLC Local History Archive);  Image 4: Jack Stubington (circled) moved 
from Pakenham South to Korumburra after WW2. Jack later served for 12 years on 
the Shire Council there, including as Shire President in 1984 / 1985. His wife Cr Noela 
Stubington is seated in front of Jack (Courtesy of Glenda Matthews).
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Top: The Pakenham Diggers Cricket Club completed in the Berwick District Cricket Association competition in the late 1940s, winning the 
premiership in 1947, which was their first season. The premiership winning team included: Back row (LtoR): Unknown, Len Smith, Cliff 
Bumpstead, Max Lincoln (?), George Priest, Jack Pepper, Norm Jackson & Stan Jobling. Front row: Bob Ramage, Geof George, Ray J. 
Jackson, Charlie Reynolds and Ron Chambers (Courtesy of Diane Dunn). 

Above: The Pakenham Football Team 1948 (the names of players known to have served in WW2 are indicated with asterisks): Back row 
(LtoR): K. Murphy*, C. Reynolds*, J. Brice (Captain), R. Smethurst, H. O’Neill. Middle Row: M. Maher, D. Monckton, R. Ramage*, C. 
Kidgell*, R.J. Jackson*, J. Timmins, R.L. Jackson* (Coach). Front row: G. Fraser, H. Millington, P. Maher*, N Jackson* (V-Captain), N.N. 
Webster*, E. Board, J. Maher, P.B. Ronald*  (Also courtesy of Diane Dunn). 



the War not interrupted his football career. For a time, the majority of the Pakenham team were WW2 Diggers, while 
there was a “Pakenham Diggers” cricket team, which won the Berwick District Cricket Association premiership in 
1947. 

While WW2 provided local women with opportunities for new roles and greater independence, most ultimately 
returned to domestic life, eventually marrying and becoming mothers and home-makers. Their post-war contribution 
to the community and its future though, was no less significant than that of the men. Joan Leadoux for example, who 
married Cardinia farmer Jack Beazley, devoted her life to local community activities at Cardinia, Pakenham and Koo 
Wee Rup. She served for many decades as a member of the Cardinia Hall, Recreation Ground and Tennis 
Committees; the Westernport Hospital Auxiliary; Pakenham Ambulance Auxiliary; Pakenham Red Cross and local 
netball clubs and associations (of which she was a pioneer). Through her community service, Joan was widely 
remembered as a “sensible leader”, a “willing worker” and “a great friend to all who needed friends”. Joan’s 
community service was recognised with several awards, including a Cranbourne Shire citizen award in 1985. 
Heather Shallard, who had served in the WAAAF during WW2 and later settled in Army Road with her husband Sam,

   
   
   
 

similarly became active with many community groups, including the Pakenham 
Consolidated School Mothers’ Club, CWA, Bush Nursing Hospital, Ambulance 
Auxiliary and Probus. She also taught many local children how to swim (initially 
using her neighbour Lee Kenworthy’s dam) and enthusiastically campaigned for 
the establishment of the Pakenham public pool and swimming club. Later, 
Heather was instrumental in establishing a nursing home in Pakenham and wrote 
a history of the Pakenham Bush Nursing Hospital. She was awarded the 
Pakenham Shire Citizen of the Year Award in 1994. 

Professional Diggers and post 1945 conflicts 
While most of the Pakenham Diggers returned to civilian life, several chose to 
make the military their profession. Amongst them were two of the younger WW2 
Diggers: Privates Kevin Ramsdale and Larry Moon. Both served with the BCOF in 
Japan, during which time they joined the permanent army. Kevin subsequently served with the Royal Australian Army 
Service Corps. He did three tours of duty in Korea and was later a Warrant Officer with the Australian Army Training 
Team in Vietnam in 1964/5. Larry (‘Bat’) Moon transferred to the Royal Australian Regiment (RAR) and went on to 
have a distinguished military career. He served in the Korean War, the Malayan Emergency and was part of the 
Australian military contingent to the Coronation of HM The Queen in 1953. Larry was later selected to train in the UK. 
He became an early member of the elite Special Air Service (SAS) and qualified as an army parachutist. Larry  
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Far left: Joan Leadoux with 
her husband Jack Beazley; 
Left: Joan Leadoux (left) 
receiving an award for 
c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e 
(Cou r tesy o f Leadoux 
family). Below: Heather 
Shallard, who was a great 
local community worker after 
s e t t i n g i n P a k e n h a m 
following WW2 (Courtesy of 
the Pakenham Gazette).



            
 

later became Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of 2 RAR and served in the 
Vietnam War. According to his widow Therese, Larry also served at 
Maralinga during the British Atomic Tests. He retired from the Army in 1969 
with the rank of Warrant Officer Class 1. Colin Gabbett, who also remained 
in the Army, rose to the rank of acting Lieutenant Colonel before his 
retirement in the early 1970s. Others re-enlisted in the permanent military 
forces or reserves after periods back in civilian life. This was perhaps a sign 
that it was not always easy for the WW2 Diggers to re-adjust back to civilian 
life. Jack McGann, who had served with the RAAF during the War, 
re-enlisted in 1951 with the RAAF reserve. He subsequently served as a meteorologist in Japan and during the 
Korean War. Philip Beck was another who re-enlisted in the RAAF in the early 1950s. Bob Dobell, who had served in 
the AIF during WW2, joined the Army Reserve and was commissioned as an officer with the Melbourne University 
Regiment in the 1950s. 

Honouring the Brave
As early as 1944, the Pakenham RSL began considering the form of a suitable memorial to honour local WW2 
service personnel. The RSL’s preferred option was a utilitarian one: a memorial hall, including RSL club rooms. Other 
options canvassed over the next few years included endowing a bed at the Pakenham Bush Nursing Hospital (PG, 
8/11/1946 p. 1); establishing a scholarship for the “younger generation”; erecting memorial gates at the Pakenham 
State School site; and enlarging and relocating the existing Pakenham & District Soldiers’ Memorial, which was 
located on the railway reserve adjacent to the Railway Station (PG, 13/6/1947 p. 1). One of those who favoured the 
latter option was Geof George, the local Department of Agriculture inspector, who had recently settled in Pakenham: 
“I have vivid recollections of joining up with thirteen young chaps. When I returned I left two of them behind. 
Whenever I see a memorial, I think of these two” (Ibid). Although enlarging and relocating the existing WW1 Soldiers’ 
Memorial emerged as the consensus option, there was vigorous debate as to the best location. The RSL tenaciously 
advocated a “low  maintenance” site on a triangle of land bordered by Main Street, Henty Street and Bald Hill Road.
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Above: Photographs of Larry Moon’s distinguished army career. Left: doing sentry duty in  
Tokyo’s Imperial Plaza as part of the BCOF (Courtesy of AWM - 145285); Centre: 
Receiving his Long Service and Good Conduct Medal in 1964 while serving as Company 
Sergeant Major with the 1st SAS Coy (Courtesy of the SAS Historical Foundation); Right: 
In the field in Vietnam (Courtesy of AWM - CAM/67/0830/VN) Right: Kevin Ramsdale (on 
the right) with an American officer in Vietnam (Courtesy of the AWM - DUN/64/0732/MC). 



       
       
       
       
       
This was opposite where they hoped to 
build their own club rooms (PG, 13/2/1948 
p. 1). Berwick Shire Council though, 
strongly opposed this site, on the grounds 
that the memorial could become a traffic 
hazard there. Other concerns included the 
potential impact of vibrations from passing 
trains on the memorial itself and future 
duplication of the tracks. Cr Michael 
Bourke instead favoured moving the 
memorial a short distance to become the 

centrepiece of the new park the Shire was laying out on the railway reserve (now known as Bourke Park). Concerns 
though, were raised about the effort required to maintain the memorial in a park setting, given the way in which it had 
previously been allowed to become overgrown and derelict. Another suggestion was to relocate the memorial to the 
top of Main Street near St James’ Church and the Pakenham State School, where it would become a feature at the 
entrance to town from the Princes Highway. After protracted wrangling and everyone becoming “tired of discussing 
sites”, it was ultimately decided to enlarge the memorial on its existing site (PG, 26/5/1948 p. 11). This was done by 
adding a large granite block to its base (Ferry 2018, pp. 63-64). 

It was agreed that the enlarged memorial would not just honour those who had paid the “supreme sacrifice” in WW2, 
but include the names of all those who were: a) residents of Pakenham when they enlisted and b) eligible for RSL 
membership - i.e. they had seen “active service” with the AIF overseas or the CMF in areas of Australia designated
                

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Left: The Pakenham & District Soldiers’ Memorial in 
the early 1940s when it was located on the railway 
reserve adjacent the Railway Station and before it 
was enlarged to include the names of WW2 
Diggers (Courtesy of Graeme Treloar). 

Left: Some of 
t h e W W 2 
names added to 
the Pakenham 
& District War 
M e m o r i a l i n 
1951. Also the 
official program 
for the unveiling 
of the enlarged 
m e m o r i a l i n 
M a r c h 1 9 5 1 
(Courtesy of Bill 
Ronald).  
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as “battle zones” (e.g. Darwin) during specified periods. When the 
question of honouring the district’s service women was raised, an 
“emphatic yes” was given (PG, 30/1/1948 p. 1). Pakenham South and 
Rythdale were keen to have their names added to the memorial. However, 
unlike after WW1, Pakenham Upper residents decided to “go it alone” and 
planned to erect their own local memorial, potentially in the form of 
memorial gates at the Pakenham Upper Recreation Reserve (PG, 
30/1/1948 p. 1). The committee which oversaw the enlargement of the 
Soldiers’ Memorial included Cr Michael Bourke, Syd Thewlis (RSL) and 
Geof George (Secretary). The Pakenham Racing Club (PRC), Michael and 
Hugh Bourke and the Pakenham RSL were major donors towards the £300 
costs, with a team of collectors raising the remaining funds from the 
community. The enlarged “Pakenham & District War Memorial” was 
rededicated on 11 March 1951 by Lt. General Sir Stanley Savage, who had 
helped found Legacy after WW1. In 1964, the memorial was relocated to 
outside the new public hall on the corner of John and Henry Streets.

Pakenham Upper’s original plan for memorial gates at 
the Recreation Reserve did not eventuate due to 
various difficulties. Instead, in May 1955, an honour 
board was unveiled at the Pakenham Upper Hall. The 
design was similar to the Pakenham Upper WW1 roll 
of honour. Amongst the dignitaries present was 
Beaconsfield Upper resident, Major General Basil 
Morris who had played a key role in the defence of 
Port Moresby during WW2. In his address, Major 
General Morris spoke of the price the WW2 Diggers 
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Left: The Pakenham & District War memorial located outside the Pakenham Public Hall 
on the corner of John and Henry Streets (Courtesy of Lynne Bradley / NWFHG). Below: 
Bob Dobell’s invitation to the dedication of the Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
(Courtesy of the Dobell family). Also the actual Roll of Honour, which is located in the 
Pakenham Upper Hall (Courtesy of Patrick Ferry). 



paid for the freedom of Australia, which the younger generation was now enjoying (PG, 3/6/1955 p. 1). Although the 
names of Pakenham South and Rythdale Diggers were added to the Pakenham & District War Memorial in the early 
1950s, a separate memorial was dedicated at Pakenham South in 1997 on land which had originally been reserved 
after WW1 for a memorial hall (Ferry, 2018 pp. 71-72). 

113

Image 1: The Pakenham South War Memorial. Image 2: Barry Ellett speaking at the unveiling ceremony in January 1997 (Courtesy of 
Pakenham Gazette); Image 3. Flowers being placed on the memorial after its unveiling (Courtesy of KWR Swamp History Society); Image 
4: The roll of honour in the Pakenham South Hall. This replaced an older honour board which was stolen (Courtesy of Patrick Ferry). 
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Mateship takes on a new meaning
The bonds of mateship formed during the War often remained strong for decades and lifetimes. This was reinforced 
by both the RSL and the many active unit associations. Richard Shelton remembers that his father Jack remained 
very close to his fellow “Rats of Tobruk”, so much so that his family socialised more with other Rats’ families than their 
own relatives. Realistically, many Diggers returned from the War with deep interior scars. In a time before 
psychological services were provided (and with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) yet to be recognised), the 
mateship and camaraderie of the RSL and unit associations provided a “safe space” where the Diggers could 
express themselves and be understood.  Clinton Smith remembers that his father Cliff really only ever talked about 
the War when he was with his mates. Similarly, David Young, whose mother Wilma was long-standing pensions officer 
for the Pakenham RSL, remembers how the Diggers would open up to her - often to the amazement of their spouses, 
who would say “I never knew ....”  Other Diggers like Jack Buckland though, did not take part in the annual marches 
or RSL activities until later in life. Perhaps they just wanted to put the War behind them as best they could? 
                  
                  
               

Above: Jack Shelton remained mates for life with some of the men he served with at Tobruk. The photograph on the left shows Jack 
(second from left) with some of those mates in Tel Aviv in 1941, while the one on the right shows Jack and some of them at a reunion in 
later life (Courtesy of Richard Shelton).  

Below:  Don Cook served as President of the 2/1 North Australia Observers’ Unit Association. The photograph on the left shows Don helping 
to unveil a plaque commemorating the “Nackeroos” at the Australian War Memorial. The photograph on the right shows Don (in baseball 
cap) and his wife Nancy together with another former “Nackeroo” at a commemorative function (Courtesy of Nancy Cook). 
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Many WW2 Diggers struggled to obtain the medical benefits and other support they needed to cope with the         
longer-term consequences of their war service, which often only manifested years later. Frank Webster for example, 
developed cancer of the oesophagus in the 1960s. He attributed this to his war service, having taken up smoking 
whilst in the Army. Unfortunately, this was not accepted by the Repatriation Commission at the time (although it 
would be today). This meant that after he died prematurely aged just 43, his young widow and family did not receive 
the more generous assistance provided through the Repatriation Commission to war widows and orphans. 

Later Life 
Many of the WW2 Diggers remained spry and active well into their 80s and 90s. Jack Tangey for example, used to 
still do 20 push ups and walk five kilometres twice a day until he died aged 94. Sadly though, some of the Diggers 
began to relive the more traumatic aspects of their war service as they developed conditions such as dementia. Ian 
Fraser remembers that his father-in-law Bill Mann, who had been captured by the Germans in a fierce battle in 
Greece, would wake up at night and run through the family home saying that everyone had to go quickly because 
the “Germans were coming”. On another occasion, people were duck hunting near Bill’s property “Goronga” at 
Pakenham Upper. When Bill heard the gunshots, he instinctively dived to the ground.  
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Above: Some of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers in later life. Image 1: Nina Carne (nee Keys) (Courtesy of Merrilee Pawley); Image 2: Bill Mann 
of Pakenham Upper on his 80th birthday (Courtesy of Elizabeth Fraser); Image 3: Harry Kirkland on his last visit to Pakenham in 2015. 
Harry died the following year, aged 88 (Courtesy of Judy Hawker); Image 4 - Les Jeremiah (left) with Bill Shelton (centre) and Jack 
Buckland (right) (Courtesy of the Buckland family); Image 5: Wal Sheldon with his sister-in-law Phyllis and niece Marlene Knaap (Courtesy 
of Marlene Knaap). 
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The Last WW2 Diggers
Almost all of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers have now passed away. Indeed, several died during the course of 
researching and writing this book, including Jack Tangey, who died on 8 November 2018 aged 94; Marjorie 
O’Halloran (nee Quick) who died on 9 November 2018 aged 94; Alf Cornwall, who died on 17 January 2019 aged 93; 
and Donald Yates, who died on 25 May 2019 aged 95 after a full and active life with six children, 13 grandchildren 
and 16 great-grandchildren. Florence Ellett, who served in the Australian Army Women’s Medical Service (and 
having married Jack Ellett Junior during the War) was officially welcomed home to Pakenham South in June 1946                
(PG, 28/6/1946 p. 3), is still alive at the time of writing, aged 93. A handful of the WW2 Diggers who settled in 
Pakenham after the War are still living too. The one who has perhaps the longest connection with the district is Jan 
Vis. Jan actually served with the Underground (resistance) Army in German occupied Netherlands, then as a 
sergeant with the elite Prince Bernhardt Regiment of the Royal Netherlands Army in what is now Indonesia. Jan and 

his wife Jannetje settled at Pakenham 
Upper in the 1960s. He has been active 
with the Pakenham RSL for many years 
and is 96 years old at the time of writing.
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Far left: Jack Tangey, formerly of the Toomuc 
Valley, who passed away in November 2018 
aged 94 (Courtesy of Wayne Tangey); Left: Jan 
Vis, who settled at Pakenham Upper in the 
1960s and is one of the last remaining WW2 
Diggers still living in Pakenham. Jan served with 
the Dutch Underground Army in Holland and 
with the Royal Netherlands Army in Indonesia 
(Courtesy of Pakenham Gazette). 

Above: Some of Pakenham’s last WW2 Diggers (from LtoR): Left: Alf Cornwall, who died in January 2019. Alf was likely the last of the 
original Pakenham Diggers still living in the district (Courtesy of June Cornwall and Narelle Bell); Middle: Donald Yates who passed away in 
May 2019 aged 95. This photograph was taken at the 2018 Anzac Day ceremonies at Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance. Don used to 
attend these ceremonies every year with a dwindling number of cobbers from the 3rd Division Signals (Courtesy of Donald Yates’ children); 
Right: Florence Ellett, who served in the Australian Army Medical Women’s Service during WW2. Florence, who married Jack Ellett junior 
during WW2 was amongst the Diggers officially welcomed home to Pakenham South in 1946 and is still alive as at November 2018 
(Courtesy of Robyn Tassoni). 



The Pakenham & District War Memorial, the Pakenham 
Upper WW2 Roll of Honour and the Pakenham South War 
Memorial list 188 local residents who served in WW2. To 
help tell their personal stories, this section presents 
profiles of those Diggers who could be identified, together 
(where possible) with photographs to put faces to their 
names.  In this way, it is hoped that this book will become 
an extension to the local war memorials themselves, 
helping to ensure that the memory of these people who 
called Pakenham “home” never fades.

2

PAKENHAM’S 
WW2 DIGGERS

Double wedding of Jack Ellett junior and Florence Watson & Jack’s sister Ellen (‘Fran’) Ellett and Arthur Cornwall in January 1944. Both brides 
and grooms were serving in the Army at the time (Courtesy of Wendy Witty and Leonie Wuillemin). 



Who were Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers?
Of the 188 WW2 Diggers listed on Pakenham’s war memorials and honour rolls, all but two have been identified. 
They represented a very broad cross-section of Pakenham’s population during that era. Included in their number 
were members of some of Pakenham’s oldest pioneering families, together with more transient workers who never 
put down local roots. There were farmers and orchardists (despite restrictions on their eligibility to enlist), together 
with business people, professionals, “tradies” and unskilled labourers. Catholics and Protestants were both 
represented, together with those who had little or no faith. Most were Australian born, but some were more recently 
arrived migrants (although the latter were almost entirely British). Teenagers put up their ages to enlist (Ted Dobell 
was only 15 when he enlisted in the AIF, while Florence Ellett was not even that when she first volunteered to serve in 
the Volunteer Aid Detachment!), while older men tried to lower theirs to do likewise. And unlike in WW1, young single 
women were able to enlist directly into the armed forces, not just as nurses but also in a wide range of support roles 
such as clerks, signallers, fitters and even flight riggers. The collective picture of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers is of the 
ordinary people one would have gone to school with or who lived next door. You would have bumped into them on 
Main Street while doing your grocery shopping, or had a beer with them at the “bottom pub” (Shankley’s / Purves’ 
Hotel). Many of them would have played football, cricket, netball or tennis with you on Saturday afternoons and 
worshipped together the next morning in the local churches. One of them might even have become your husband or 
wife. After-all, they were ordinary, everyday people who in extraordinary circumstances, were called to serve their 
“King and Country” in ways no one should ever have to serve. 

The WW2 generation had a certain “grit”, which gave them the courage, perseverance, resilience, selflessness and 
spirit of “mateship” needed to get through the War. They demonstrated that grit during the Siege of Tobruk, on the 
Kokoda Track, during the landings at Lae and Balikpapan, as POWs and whilst posted to some of the remotest parts 
of Australia. Certainly, many were deeply affected (both physically and emotionally) by their wartime experiences, 
but  it was that grit which enabled most of them to get on with their lives as best as they could after the War. They 
married and raised families; built homes; held down steady jobs and developed successful farms and businesses 
while also giving something back to their community. Where did this grit come from? Perhaps it was because as a 
generation, they were not strangers to hardship in its various guises? They often came from large families, many of 
which struggled to make ends meet. They grew up in an era before mechanisation, when the cows had to be milked 
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Above left: Bob Dobell of Pakenham Upper after returning home from WW2 (Courtesy of Dobell family); Middle: Jack Moon (on right) 
with some of his Navy mates (Courtesy of the Moon family); Right: Keith Stone of Pakenham East (second from left) at an Army training 
camp in Queensland during WW2 (Courtesy of Kerry Stoiljkovic).



by hand and horse-drawn ploughs and wagons were still more common on the farms and orchards than tractors and 
trucks. They didn’t have “mod cons” at home: their mothers still cooked on wood-fired stoves (which they probably 
had to cut timber for) and did the laundry by hand. Most left school by the time they had finished the Year 8 Merit 
Certificate - they had little time or money in those days for the “teenage” years. And having experienced the “Great 
Depression”, they were often grateful to have a steady job. And in an era before antibiotics, catching “TB” or polio 
still crippled while pneumonia could be fatal for both young and old. This inevitably begs the question: if today we 
had to answer the same call, how would we match up, individually and collectively, with the WW2 generation?

How did the service of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers differ from that of the WW1 Anzacs? 
Having also researched and written the stories of Pakenham’s WW1 Diggers (www.pakenhamww1.com), one 
question I am often asked is how did the service of the WW2 Diggers differ from that of the WW1 Anzacs? Perhaps  
the biggest difference was the “machine nature” of WW2 (PG, 12/7/1940). Tanks, motor vehicles and air power meant 
WW2 was fought differently to the “Great War”. One only has to compare the four years of bloody trench warfare on 
the Western Front in WW1 with the German “Blitzkrieg” of WW2. Using a combination of “Panzer” tanks, other highly 
mobile motorised units and air power, the Germans were able to defeat France and Belgium within weeks in 1940. 
The Japanese employed similar tactics to rapidly conquer much of South East Asia in late 1941 and early 1942. And 
it was air superiority, rather than sheer force of troop numbers in the field, which ultimately proved decisive in 
determining the outcome of WW2. The critical importance of the new “machines of war” can be seen in the fact that 
nearly 25% of those listed on Pakenham’s memorials served in the Royal Australian Air Force (and more likely as 
mechanics, flight riggers and ground crew rather than as pilots and air crew). Many in the Army were also engaged 
in technical, logistical and other support roles (such as mechanics and truck drivers) vital to keeping the machines of 
war moving and operating, rather than being used as “cannon fodder” like their fathers and uncles had been in 
WW1. Many of the WW2 Diggers also never left Australia either. This perhaps accounts for the much lower fatality 
rate in WW2: whereas nearly one in four of Pakenham’s WW1 Diggers made the “supreme sacrifice”, fortunately only 
nine of the WW2 Diggers (5%) were killed or died whilst on active service. Eleven of Pakenham’s WW2 Diggers were 
taken prisoner of war though and were often subjected to the most brutal and inhumane treatment imaginable. 
Tragically, two Pakenham Upper Diggers, Bob Cooke and Percy Buckland, died just days after their POW camps 
were liberated at the end of the War. 
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Above left: Lieutenant Frank Hone at the Park Orchards army camp near Melbourne (Courtesy of Kevin Hone); Middle: Private Jim 
Fennell (Courtesy of Joan Szalman); Right: Private Bob Cooke of Pakenham Upper (Courtesy of Anne Him). 



The Diggers’ profiles
Each Digger’s profile contains basic information about their war service, wider lives and connection with the 
Pakenham district. The profiles are based on a number of key sources, including the official WW2 Nominal Roll 
(www.ww2roll.gov.au); war service records held at the National Archives of Australia; probate records held by the 
Victorian Public Records Office; information from the Pakenham Gazette and other newspapers; genealogical 
information posted on Ancestry (www.ancestry.com.au) and (where possible) information generously provided by the 
Diggers’ families and those who knew them personally. Conscious that these profiles inevitably straddle the 
intersection between local history and family history, I have chosen not to include the more private aspects of the 
Diggers’ service or personal lives (such as punishments for infractions of military discipline or marriage break-ups). 
These things are best left for the Diggers’ families to explore in the context of their own family histories if they wish. It 
is suffice to say that Pakenham’s Diggers were ordinary men and women, neither saints nor angels. A few additional 
points of clarification:
Dates of birth:
To enlist, some local Diggers either raised or lowered their ages. In the profiles, I have followed what appears on the 
official WW2 Nominal Roll, but where the real date of birth is known, I have indicated this in square brackets - e.g. 
[actually 24 June 1896].

Dates of enlistment and discharge:
These are given as per the WW2 nominal Roll or the Diggers’ military service records. Where an individual enlisted 
multiple times (e.g. firstly in the Army, then Air Force), the earliest date of enlistment and the last date of discharge 
are used.  

Army service numbers:
Members of the Citizen Military Forces (CMF), who could only be deployed within Australia, were given service 
numbers with a single letter prefix indicating their state or territory of enlistment. For example - V123456 indicated 
that the CMF member enlisted in Victoria, W123456 in Western Australia, NG1234 in New Guinea etc. CMF service 
numbers such as VF987654 or WF987654 indicated that the member was female. Service numbers for members of 
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Above left: Private Jack Buckland with Wallace Jeremiah and Leading Aircraftman Les Jeremiah of Pakenham Upper (Courtesy of Dawn 
Willersdorf); Middle: Privates Lindsay Smith and Jim Scala on a motorcycle during the War - Lindsay is the Digger at the rear aiming the 
rifle (Courtesy of Ross Smith); Right: Max Martin of Mount Burnett with his wife Isabella and eldest daughter Lydia (Courtesy of Roberta 
McKibbin). 



the AIF followed the same pattern, except that they had an additional “X“ included in the prefix - for example, 
VX1234567, WX1234567 or VXF987654. Many Diggers had both CMF and AIF service numbers, generally because 
they were initially called up for service in the CMF, then transferred to the AIF for future deployment overseas. 

Military ranks:
The rank given for each Digger is generally the one they held upon discharge, although if they held a higher one 
earlier in their service, I have referenced that. A table of military ranks across the three services appears on Page 20. 

Where the Diggers served: 
For Army and RAAF personnel, I have tried to broadly indicate where they served - i.e. Australia; United Kingdom 
(mainly for RAAF personnel); the Middle East (including Palestine, Syria, Egypt and Libya); Greece (including Crete); 
New Guinea (including Bougainville); and / or South West Pacific (officially defined as the Netherland East Indies, 
Portuguese Timor, Sarawak, British North Borneo, Brunei, Malaya, Singapore, The Phillipines, Burma and Nauru). 
This information is not listed on the official WW2 nominal roll and has had to be derived from the Diggers’ service 
records. For RAN personnel, their service cards only provide the briefest details about their postings to ships and 
shore bases. As these postings could change frequently, I have only listed significant postings for each sailor. 

It should also be noted that there can be discrepancies between the official records and where the Diggers’ families 
understand their loved ones served. Unfortunately, in the absence of documentation to the contrary, I have had to 
rely on the official records. 

Those not yet identified

Of the Diggers listed on the district’s war memorials, only two have not yet been identified: 

• Dwyer, J (listed on the Pakenham & District War Memorial); and 

• M.J. Ellett (listed on the Pakenham South Roll of Honour). 
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Above left: Basil Dodd of Pakenham East (front row right) with other field ambulance staff on Bougainville island (Courtesy of Elaine & Alan 
Richmond); Middle: Noel Webster in Central Australia during WW2 (Courtesy of Karl Webster);  Right: Nina Keys (back-row right) with other 
members of the AAWMS bound for Ceylon (Sri Lanka) (Courtesy of Merrilee Pawley). 



There are 143 entries on the official WW2 nominal roll (www.ww2roll.gov.au) for “Dwyer, J” and it has not yet been 
possible to identify which one was associated with the Pakenham District. No “M. J. Ellett” can be identified on the 
official WW2 nominal roll and members of the Ellett family are uncertain as to who this could actually be. It should 
also be noted that the Pakenham South Roll of Honour (which was produced in recent years to replace an earlier 
honour roll which was stolen from the Pakenham South Hall) also lists “V367922 - James Sydney Ellett”. This is 
actually James Sydney (“Syd’) Thewlis of Pakenham East, who enlisted in the Volunteer Defence Corps with Jack 
Ellett senior from Pakenham South. Until recently, Syd was incorrectly listed on the official WW2 nominal roll as 
“James Sydney Ellett” because of a clerical error on his Army Service file. 
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Image 1: Don Cook (centre) peeling potatoes during his initial training 
with the Army (Courtesy of Nancy Cook); Image 2: Members of Samuel  
Brown’s family loading cases of fruit onto a truck before WW2 (LtoR): 
Howard Brown, unknown, Samuel Brown, Mick Brown & Jack Brown. 
The Brown family owned an orchard in Gembrook Road. Howard, Jack 
and Mick all served in the Pakenham militia unit before WW2. However, 
as primary producers, Howard and Jack were not able to enlist in the AIF 
during the War, although Mick managed to do so. Mick later served in 
New Guinea and rose to the rank of captain (Courtesy of Malcolm Elliott); 
Image 3. Norm “Widow” Jackson behind the wheel of an army jeep 
(Courtesy of Diane Dunn); Image 4: Ray “Cracker” Jackson and his wife 
Roma Reid on their wedding day (Courtesy of Laurie Jackson); Image 5: 
Jack Tangey (middle) with fellow “Pakenham Boys” Don and Keith 
Robertson (Courtesy of Wayne Tangey). 
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Corporal James Joseph (‘Jim’) AHERN Junior 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 7 August 1917 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 22 July 1941 - aged 23
Service: Australian Army (V23865 / VX106700)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 13 March 1944
Died: 13 October 1980 - Fitzroy, Victoria - aged 63

A son of Berwick Shire Clerk James Ahern and his wife Marian, Jim attended St Patrick’s 
School before becoming an orchardist and farmer. He played football for Pakenham and 
was an accomplished amateur jockey. During WW2, Jim served with the 13 Light Horse / 
Armoured Regiment, including at Bribie Island Queensland. In early 1944, he was 
discharged to resume primary production. Jim married Nancy Clarke in 1945. He served 
for many years as Chief Stipendiary Steward for the Victoria Racing Club (VRC). In 1976, 
HM The Queen awarded Jim the British Empire Medal (BEM) for his services to horse 
racing. Image courtesy of Jim’s daughter Rosalie Ahern. 
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Gunner James Wallace Robertson ABREHART
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 23 July 1899 - Pakenham East, Victoria  
Enlisted: 15 January 1942 - aged 42
Service: Australian Army (V285679)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 22 November 1944  
Died:  9 September 1968 - Sale, Victoria - aged 69 

Jim was the son of Charles & Bessie Abrehart of Pakenham, who had a property near 
what is now Abrehart Road. As a young man, he worked as a grocer’s assistant, labourer 
and also farmed. During WW2, Jim served with anti-aircraft units including the 189 
Australian Anti-Aircraft Search Light (AASL) Battery and the 67 Mobile Search Light 
Battery. In 1944, Jim was given lengthy seasonal leave to help out on farms back in 
Pakenham, including his brother Tom’s property. He was discharged from the army in late 
1944 as part of a manpower release. Image courtesy of NAA (B884, V285679). 

Corporal John Lindsay (‘Lin’) AHERN
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 28 September 1911 - Pakenham East, Victoria  
Enlisted: 22 July 1941 - aged 29
Service: Australian Army (V23860 / VX115647) 
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 24 January 1944  
Died: 20 February 1988 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 76

Also a son of James and Marian Ahern, Lin grew up on the family property “Arran Doon” in 
Ahern Road. He was a school teacher for a time (including at Pakenham State School) 
before farming with his brother Jim. Lin was a talented footballer, tennis player and horse 
rider. During WW2, he served with the 13th Light Horse / Armoured Regiment, including in 
northern Australia. Lin was released in 1944 to resume primary production. He raised 
cattle at Rythdale until the 1960s, when he joined the Berwick Shire staff. In 1946, Lin 
married Iris Greenham. He was active in local community groups, including the Pakenham 
Racing Club. Image courtesy of Lin’s son Tim Ahern.
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The Ahern Brothers: A passion for horses 
Lin and Jim were the sons of long-serving Berwick Shire 
Clerk James Ahern and his wife Marian. Image 1 shows 
the Ahern family when the boys were young (LtoR): 
James Ahern Snr, Lin, Marion, Marjorie (in billy cart), 
Jim, Mrs Marian Ahern, Geoff and Arthur. Jim and Lin 
grew up to be talented sportsmen. Both were members 
of the 1937 premiership winning Pakenham football 
team. Horses though, were their passion, with Lin and 
Jim becoming accomplished amateur jockeys. Image 2 
shows Jim teaching his daughter Rosalie to ride in the 
1950s. For many years, Jim served as Chief Stipendiary 
Steward with the Victoria Racing Club (VRC), for which 
he was honoured by The Queen. Image 3 shows Jim 
with wife Nancy and Governor Sir Henry Winneke after 
his investiture (Courtesy of Rosalie Ahern). 

Lin Ahern was also a keen hunter with the Melbourne Hunt Club. This enabled him to put his excellent horse riding skills to the test. 
Image 4 shows Lin and other hunters on horseback outside the Berwick Shire Chambers in Pakenham East. Image 5 shows Lin on one 
of the racehorses he owned (Courtesy of Tim Ahern). Lin served on the Pakenham Racing Club committee for many years, following in 
the footsteps of his father James Ahern Snr, who was a long-serving President of the PRC. 
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Driver Geoffrey Clifford Blumfield AMBROSE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 25 August 1914 - Northwood, England 
Enlisted: 19 March 1940 - aged 25
Service: Australian Army (VX14072)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 14 September 1945  
Died: 16 August 1977 - Brighton, Victoria - aged 62

Geoff was the youngest son of William and Rose Ambrose of James St Pakenham East. 
Like his father, Geoff was a builder by trade. During WW2, he served as a driver with the 
2/8th Battalion in Libya, then was sent to Greece. In June 1941, Geoff was taken POW by 
the Germans on Crete and interned in POW camps (“Stalags”) in Germany. He was 
liberated in May 1945. After returning to Australia, Geoff married Maisie Stanford. He 
worked for a time at the Spencer Street railway goods sheds and later settled in Brighton. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX14072).

Signalman Frederick Alexander ARTHUR
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 22 June 1922 - Korumburra, Victoria 
Enlisted: 14 August 1939 - aged 17
Service: Royal Australian Navy (23487)
Served: HMAS Canberra, Launceston, Madang and other postings
Discharged: 23 June 1952  
Died: 11 June 1987 - Malvern, Victoria - aged 64

Frederick was a son of Thomas & Christina Arthur, who worked a property off Army Road 
from c. 1937 until Thomas’ death in 1941. Frederick enlisted in the Navy just weeks before 
the outbreak of WW2. He subsequently served as a signaller, including on convoys in the 
Indian Ocean and with the Naval Beach Commandos at Madang, New Guinea. Later, 
Frederick served with the occupation forces in Japan. After being discharged in 1952, he 
married Winifred Fellows in Sale. Frederick later worked for the Postmaster General’s 
Department (PMG) including at Warragul and Orbost. Image courtesy of MV - NU44536 - 
https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/1210092

Petty Officer George Edward ARTHUR
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 26 November 1920 - Prahran, Victoria 
Enlisted: 17 April 1940 - aged 19
Service: Royal Australian Navy (24272)
Service: HMAS Penguin, Bungaree, Madang and other postings
Discharged: 24 August 1951  
Died: March 1981 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 60 

George was the second of Thomas and Christina Arthur’s sons to join the Royal Australian 
Navy. He served as a cook from 1940, including at HMAS Cerberus, HMAS Madang in 
New Guinea, and on the minelayer HMAS Bungaree. Following his discharge in 1951, 
George settled at Sale where his widowed mother Christina and brother Charles were 
living. George worked as a labourer and salesman during the 1950s and 1960s. Image 
courtesy of MV - NU4497 - https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/1209718
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Craftsman George Thomas BARKER
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 4 June 1920 - Northcote, Victoria 
Enlisted: 16 August 1940 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V20979 / VX69293)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 10 January 1946  
Died: 22 February 1990 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 69

George was the son of Frank and Ada Barker, who moved to Pakenham around 1937. 
Like his father, George was a carpenter. He married Irene Simpson in 1941. During WW2, 
George initially served part-time as a sapper with the 21st Field Coy. He then served as a 
carpenter in the AIF, including in Queensland and Western Australia. In 1945, George 
embarked from Cairns for service at Morotai and Balikpapan. After the War, George 
returned to Pakenham, where he and Irene lived in Henry Street. Image courtesy of NAA 
(B883, VX69293).

Signalman Austin BASTOW 
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 6 April 1923 [actually 3 May 1924] - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 April 1942 - aged 19 [actually 17]
Service: Australian Army (VX79599)
Served: Australia, New Guinea, South West Pacific & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 22 April 1947  
Died: 15 April 2001 - Pakenham Upper, Victoria - aged 77 

The son of Dick & Marcella Bastow, Austin attended Pakenham Upper State School and 
Scotch College before working with his father on the family’s orchard and in the Pakenham 
Upper garage. Austin enlisted with his father in April 1942, putting his age up to do so. He 
served as a despatch rider, then as a linesman, including in New Guinea and Japan. 
Austin returned to Pakenham Upper and built up a successful earthmoving business. He 
married Kathleen Dryden in 1950. Austin became a leading Rotarian and served on 
Pakenham Shire Council, and was Shire President during the Ash Wednesday Bushfires 
in 1983.  Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX79599).

Lance Corporal William Richard Austin (‘Dick’) BASTOW
Born: 3 March 1903 [actually 1 August 1896] - St Kilda, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 April 1942 - aged 39 [actually 45]
Service: Australian Army (VX79600)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific
Discharged: 22 January 1946  
Died: January 1969 - Eltham, Victoria - aged 72

After serving in WWI, Dick became a soldier-settler in Pakenham Upper, where he and his 
wife Marcella owned the “Granite Ridge” orchard. Dick also operated the local garage for 
many years. He enlisted for WW2 with his son Austin, putting his age back several years 
to do so. Dick served as a driver / mechanic with various signals units, including with the 
41 Heavy Wireless Section in the Netherlands East Indies. Over the years, he was active 
with many community and fruit growing organisations, including the local Fruit Growers’ 
Association and the Pakenham Bush Nursing Hospital. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, 
VX79600).
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The Bastows: A father and son join the AIF 
Austin Bastow was always close to his father Dick. They worked 
together on the family property “Granite Ridge” at Pakenham 
Upper and in the local Pakenham Upper garage. In April 1942, 
with the Japanese forces advancing southwards through New 
Guinea towards Australia, Austin and Dick joined the AIF together 
(Image 1). To do so, Dick had to shave a few years off his age, 
while Austin put his age up. Austin and Dick were farewelled 
together from Pakenham Upper (Image 2 from PG, 29/5/1942 
p.1). They served with signals units in NSW where Austin was a 
despatch rider (Image 3). One of the lighter sides of Austin’s 
service was doing stunt riding for Army shows (Image 4). Later in 
the War, Dick and Austin were transferred to different units. 
Austin went on to serve in Japan with the BCOF. Both Dick and 
Austin resumed orcharding after their war service. Image 5 
shows them together at a field day at Wandin Yallock (from                     
WT, 2/11/1949 p. 24). Austin took over the garage from Dick and 
built up a successful earthmoving business. Dick also passed on 
to Austin a strong spirit of community service, with Austin later 
serving as President of Pakenham Shire, (Image 6) following in 
the footsteps of his grandfather, Austin Bastow Senior, who had 
once been Mayor of Subiaco, in Western Australia. 

4
5

Above: Cr Austin Bastow, with his wife Kate, welcoming the 
Governor of Victoria, Sir Brian Murray to Pakenham for the 
opening of the Pakenham Shire Chambers in 1983 (Courtesy of 
Heather Arnold / CCLC Local History Archive). 

6
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Leading Aircraftman Colin Maxwell BECK
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 29 August 1920 - Elsternwick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 28 August 1940 - aged nearly 20
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (18306)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 9 January 1946  
Died: 5 December 2008 - Cairns, Queensland - aged 88 

Colin’s parents George Maxwell and Charlotte Beck were soldier-settlers on the IYU 
estate, before moving to Leppitt Road. After finishing his schooling, Colin worked for a 
time as a fruit packer at the Pakenham Cool Stores and was a hotel porter at Mildura 
when he enlisted in the RAAF. Colin subsequently served as a truck driver with airfield 
construction squadrons, including at Morotai, Tarakan and Labuan. After the War, Colin 
settled with his wife Dianne in the Hunter region of NSW. There, he operated a store at 
Cessnock, then a garage and car dealership at Mayfield. Colin later moved to far north 
Queensland where he was a charter operator.  Image courtesy of Colin’s son Terry Beck.

Aircraftwoman Joyce Margaret (‘Joy’) BECK 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 4 September 1922 - Lang Lang, Victoria 
Enlisted: 26 February 1945 - aged 22
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (174779) 
Served: Australia
Discharged: 3 June 1947  
Died: 15 July 2007 - Heidelberg, Victoria - aged 84

Joy was the daughter of George and Charlotte Beck of Leppitt Road. She attended the 
Toomuc Valley School and later worked as a waitress. After joining the Women’s Auxiliary 
Australian Air Force (WAAAF), Joy served as a clerk and teleprinter operator. Her postings 
included at RAAF HQ in Melbourne and at RAAF Pearce in Western Australia. After the 
War, Joy married Benjamin White. The couple eventually settled in Ivanhoe. Image 
courtesy of NAA (A9301, 174779). 

Leading Aircraftman Philip Maxwell BECK
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 17 October 1924 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 26 November 1942 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (121196 / A36295)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific  
Discharged: 29 November 1946
Died: 20 February 1996 - Drouin, Victoria - aged 71

Philip was the youngest son of George and Charlotte Beck. He attended Toomuc Valley 
School and later worked on orchards and in a radio factory. During WW2, Philip served as 
a RAAF wireless mechanic and later signals clerk. Towards the end of the War, he was 
serving with the 4th Wireless Unit attached to the US 6th Army in the Phillipines. After the 
War, Philip returned to the family property on Leppitt Road, but re-enlisted in the RAAF in 
the 1950s. He later lived in Berwick, where he was a contractor / driver. Philip married 
Alma Gertrude Graaf in 1971. Image courtesy of NAA (A12372, R/36295/H).
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Private Robert William (‘Bob’) BEGG + 
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 25 June 1915 - Glen Waverley, Victoria 
Enlisted: 17 July 1940 - aged 25
Service: Australian Army (VX47276)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & POW (Japanese)  
Killed: 1 July 1942 - Sinking of the Montevideo Maru - aged 27

Bob was the eldest son of Robert and Annie Begg. His family were orchardists at 
Pakenham Upper & Beaconsfield Upper. Bob married Marjorie Jackson before embarking 
for Rabaul with the 2/22nd Battalion, part of “Lark Force” sent to strengthen defences in 
New Guinea. Bob’s son Gordon was born while he was overseas. In January 1942, the 
Japanese attacked Rabaul. Bob, along with most of Lark Force, was taken POW. He died 
at sea when the Montevideo Maru, carrying Australian POWs to Hainan Island, was sunk 
off the Phillipines. Tragically, Bob’s family only learnt of his fate after the War had ended. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX47276).

Corporal Sylvia Margaret BEGG
Pakenham Upper WWII Roll of Honour
Born: 26 October 1919 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 4 July 1942 - aged 22
Service: Australian Army (VF388506)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 30 November 1945  
Died: 1 February 2006 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 86

Sylvia was the daughter of Robert and Annie Begg, who originally lived at Glen Waverley 
but later settled on an orchard at Pakenham Upper. During WW2, Sylvia joined the 
Australian Women’s Army Service. She served at Land headquarters (LHQ) Signals, 
Melbourne. After the War, Sylvia married Jack Walshe and worked for a period in a factory, 
before raising a family. The couple later settled in Broadmeadows. The image at left 
shows Sylvia (marked as “1”) in the LHQ Mess, Fawkner Park, Melbourne. Courtesy of 
AWM (060948).

Private Dorothy Minnie BLACKWOOD
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 27 July 1923 - Tynong, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 February 1945 - aged 21
Service: Australian Army (VFX96256)
Served:  Australia 
Discharged: 20 November 1946  
Died: 29 May 2011 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 87 

Dorothy was the daughter of David and Catherine Blackwood (nee Garbellini) of 
“Woodlands”, Pakenham South. After leaving school, Dorothy worked on the family farm 
before obtaining a job in a Melbourne private hospital. During WW2, she served with the 
AAMWS as a dietician, cooking specialised meals for soldiers who had been living on 
rations for long periods of time. Dorothy met her future husband Cliff Smith while in the 
Army. They married at St Patrick’s, Pakenham in 1946 and settled at South Yarra, before 
returning to Pakenham South in 1952. Later Cliff and Dorothy built a house in Savage 
Street, Pakenham where they raised their son Clinton. Image courtesy of Clinton Smith.
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Private Bob Begg’s tragic fate
These photographs, treasured by Joan Talbot,    
capture the wartime wedding of her uncle and aunt, 
Robert Begg and Marjorie Jackson of Pakenham 
Upper. They preserve forever the joyful occasion, 
which, as described by the Pakenham Gazette, 
included a “very attractive guard of honour” formed by 
the Pakenham East and Pakenham Upper tennis clubs 
(PG, 20/11/1940 p. 3). In late March 1941, Bob was 
sent to Rabaul in New Guinea, where the 2/22nd 
Battalion formed part of “Lark Force” to strengthen 
Australia’s northern defences. Marjorie was pregnant 
and on 6 December 1941, gave birth to their son 
Gordon. The next day, Japan entered the War. In late 
January 1942, the Japanese attacked Rabaul. The 
Australian defences were quickly overwhelmed and 
Bob was one of the many Australians taken POW. 
Marjorie received a letter from Bob telling her he was 
OK (PG, 22/5/1942 p.2), but nothing further was ever 
heard from him. It was only in late October 1945, two 
months after the end of the War, that Marjorie and 
Bob’s parents Robert and Annie Begg (pictured left 
with Bob) learned of his fate: Bob had perished back 
on 1 July 1942 when the Montevideo Maru (below), 
carrying the Rabaul POWs to Hainan Island, was 
torpedoed and sunk off the Phillipines (DJ, 17/10/1945 
p. 13). Bob had no hope as the POWs were locked up 
below deck. Marjorie remained a widow for a long time, 
working as a midwife at the Dandenong Hospital while 
she raised Gordon. She only remarried later in life. 

Above: The Montevideo Maru (Courtesy of AWM 303640). Left: News of Bob’s 
death, as reported by the Dandenong Journal (DJ, 17/10/1945 p. 13). 
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Sergeant Maxwell James (‘Max’) BLACKWOOD
Pakenham & District War Memorial and  Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 21 July 1922 - Bunyip, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 February 1943 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (V310354 / VX141831)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 14 October 1946  
Died: 5 November 1998 - Warragul, Victoria - aged 76

Max was a son of James & Muriel Blackwood of Pakenham South. His father was one of 
the pioneers of the Pakenham South District and a WW1 veteran. Max was working for 
the PMG as a mail officer at Spencer Street when he enlisted. He served with the 33 
Employment Coy (later 33 Australian Works Coy). Max’s overseas service included 
periods in New Guinea and at Morotai. His final posting was with the Murchison Prisoner 
of War Group back in Australia. After the War, Max returned to the PMG. Max married 
Agnes Olive Goldsack in the 1950s. Max was postmaster at Port Moresby in New Guinea 
for a time before moving to Warragul, Image courtesy of Max’s niece Gail Blackwood.

Able Seaman Francis Lund BOULTER
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 18 May 1926 - Somerville, Victoria 
Enlisted: 5 September 1944 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Navy (29958)
Served: HMAS Cerberus, Lonsdale, Madang, Westralia and other postings
Discharged: 10 August 1948  
Died: 7 June 1959 - Reservoir, Victoria - aged 33 

Francis was the son of Leonard and Enid Boulter of Pakenham Upper. He was a student 
before enlisting in the RAN. Francis’s postings included HMAS Cerberus, Lonsdale, 
Madang (in New Guinea) and Westralia. He elected to remain in the Navy after the War 
and was transferred to the Electrical Branch as a radio assembler. Francis was discharged 
in 1948 on medical grounds. He later became a stamp dealer in Melbourne. Francis 
married Margaret Wilkins in 1950. Tragically, he died in June 1959 aged just 33. Image 
courtesy of MV - NU44536 - https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/1210092

Corporal Leonard BOULTER 
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 11 May 1894 - Chester, England
Enlisted: 10 June 1941 - aged 47
Service: Australian Army (V15886)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 30 October 1945  
Died: 9 February 1976 - Beaconsfield, Victoria - aged 81 

English-born Leonard served with the British Royal Flying Corps during WWI. He migrated 
to Australia in 1922 and subsequently worked as an orchardist on the Mornington 
Peninsula. In the early 1930s, Leonard got work at the Valley View Orchard in Pakenham 
Upper. He, his wife Enid and children later settled on Hoyles Road. During the War, 
Leonard served as a corporal with the CMF in Australia, including at the Murchison 
Prisoner of War Camp. He later lived at Beaconsfield. Image courtesy of NAA (B884, 
V15886).
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Leading Aircraftman Michael John (‘Mick’) BOURKE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 4 April  1923 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 19 May 1942 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 19  
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (56160)
Served: Australia, New Guinea, South West Pacific & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 1 May 1947  
Died: 9 October 2004 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 81

Mick was the son of Milo and Eileen Bourke (nee Houlihan) of “Coolangatta”, Bald Hill 
Road. He worked with the Victorian Railways before enlisting in the RAAF. During WW2, 
Mick served as a clerk with various RAAF units, including with the 6 Mobile Works Unit, 
6th Airfield Construction Squadron and the 76th Squadron. From late 1945 to early 1947, 
he was a member of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan. After the War, 
Mick returned to the railways, where he worked in the audit department. He never married. 
In later life, Mick lived with his sister Kathy Mullane in Pakenham. Image courtesy of NAA 
(A9301, 56160).

Private Leslie Francis BOYANTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 September 1917 - Warlham, Dorset England 
Enlisted: 4 November 1939 - aged 22 
Service: Australian Army (VX5855)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece, & New Guinea
Discharged:  13 October 1944  
Died: 6 January 2009 - Warragul, Victoria - aged 91 

A farm labourer at Neerim South before WW2, Les served with the 2/7th Battalion & 6th 
Division HQ in the Middle East and Greece. He later serviced with NT Force and in New 
Guinea with the 2/10th Battalion. In 1942, Les married Bette Richards of Pakenham East, 
who was a member of the Communist Party of Australia. After the War, Les worked as a 
linesman for the PMG. He and Bette lived for a period on Gembrook Road, before moving 
to Neerim North, where Les share farmed. The couple later settled in Warragul where 
Bette became one of the founders of the Warragul Community House. Image courtesy of 
NAA (B883, VX5855).

Gunner Sydney James BRUCE 
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 27 June 1909 - Brighton, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 March 1941 - aged 31
Service: Australian Army (VX50671)
Served:  Australia & Middle East 
Discharged: 9 December 1943  
Died: 19 October 1981 - Heidelberg, Victoria - aged 72

Sydney was the son of John & Jessie Bruce. The family lived in Springvale in the 1930s, 
but later moved to “Torwood”, Pakenham Upper. Sydney was working as a labourer before 
enlisting in the AIF. He subsequently served with the 2/8 Field Regiment in the Middle 
East. After the AIF returned to Australia, Sydney was posted to the 112 and 701 Light 
Anti-Aircraft units, which protected the Yallourn power station. He was discharged as 
medically unfit in December 1943 due to chronic bronchitis. Sydney later moved to 
Brunswick and worked as a truck driver. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX50671).
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Gunner Edmund John (‘Jack’) BUCKLAND
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 24 January 1919 - Oakleigh, Victoria  
Enlisted: 16 April 1940 - aged 21 
Service: Australian Army (VX13394) 
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & New Guinea 
Discharged: 9 October 1945  
Died: 13 February 2015 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 96

Jack was the eldest son of Edmund & Violet Buckland, who farmed at Pakenham South, 
then Pakenham Upper. Before the War, Jack worked on the family farm and local 
orchards, including as a truck and tractor driver. He served with the 2/3 Field Regiment as 
a driver and mechanic in the Middle East, Libya, Greece and Crete. Jack later served in 
northern Australia and New Guinea. After the War, he settled back at Pakenham Upper 
where he became a market gardener and orchardist. He married Kathleen Reid in 1948 
and raised eight children. Buckland Lane off Bourkes Creek Road Pakenham Upper is 
named in honour of Jack and his family. Image courtesy of the Buckland family.

Private Percy James BUCKLAND + 
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 3 June 1920 - Oakleigh, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 May 1941 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (VX55003)
Served: Australia, South West Pacific & POW (Japanese) 
Died: 30 August 1945 - Hainan Island, China - aged 25

Percy was Edmund and Violet Buckand’s youngest son. He worked on local orchards,  
including Valley View, before enlisting with his good mate Bob Dobell, who was also from 
Pakenham Upper. After a period in Darwin, Percy was sent to Ambon with the 2/21st 
Battalion as part of “Gull Force”. He was captured by the Japanese and sent to Hainan 
Island off Southern China. POWs there were treated brutally and subjected to overwork, 
malnutrition and tropical diseases. Tragically, Percy died of cerebral malaria just days after 
his POW camp was liberated by the Americans. He is buried at Yokohama in Japan. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX55003).

Leading Aircraftman Clifford Roy (‘Cliff’) BUMPSTEAD
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 20 December 1924 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted:  29 December 1942 - aged 18 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (125630)
Served:  Australia 
Discharged: 4 January 1946  
Died: 6 February 1982 - Fitzroy, Victoria - aged 57

Cliff was the eldest son of Harold and Lena Bumpstead, orchardists at Ahern Road, 
Pakenham. He grew up in the apple industry. During WW2, Cliff served in the RAAF as 
ground crew (meteorologist charter), including in the Northern Territory. He married Vera 
Priest in 1946. The couple initially settled at Army Road, before moving to Pakenham 
Upper where Cliff became an orchardist himself. Cliff was a well known local cricketer. He 
also served as President of the Australian Natives Association’s Pakenham branch for 25 
years. Cliff and Vera later moved to Dromana. Tragically, Cliff died of cancer aged just 57. 
Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 125630).



134

Jack Buckland: A long and fulfilling life 
Jack and Percy Buckland’s father Edmund had originally 
been a farmer at Oakleigh and Pakenham South before 
acquiring a property on what is now Bourkes Creek 
Road at Pakenham Upper. There, he grew vegetables 
(Images 1 & 2). As young men, both Jack and Percy 
worked on the family property and local orchards. Image 
3 shows Percy with Frank Mensforth and Bill Shelton on 
the Valley View Orchard orchard c.1939-1940. Jack was 
one of the first from Pakenham Upper to enlist for WW2, 
doing so in April 1940 (Image 4 shows Jack with his 
mother Violet before leaving Pakenham Upper). He 
served as a truck driver with the 2/3 Field Regiment. 
After being part of the glorious Australian victories in 
Libya, Jack had several lucky escapes during the 
disastrous Greek campaign. He later served in northern 
Australia and New Guinea. When the Pakenham Upper 
Diggers returned home, Jack spoke on their behalf at the 
official welcome home. Sadly, Percy was not amongst 
them, having died shortly after he was liberated from a 
Japanese POW camp. 

Jack returned to vegetable farming at Pakenham Upper, 
and also planted an orchard on his property. He’d drive 
his own produce down to the Queen Victoria Markets in 
Melbourne and won many prizes at local shows. In 1948, 
Jack married Kathleen Reid at St Patrick’s Church 
Pakenham (Image 5). His best man was Jim Fennell, 
who had been a POW at Changi. Jack and Kathleen 
raised eight children (Image 6). Finding that his growing 
family could not “live on apples alone”, Jack 
supplemented his income by working night shifts at the 
General Motors Holden factory at Dandenong. He never 
spoke much about his wartime experiences, but suffered 
from recurring bouts of malaria, which he had caught in 
New Guinea. Jack was very community minded. He and 
Kathleen were volunteers with Meals on Wheels for 
more than 20 years. Jack was also a life member of the 
local Pakenham Upper Cricket Club. He died in 2015 
aged 96 after a long and fulfilling life. Images courtesy of 
Jack Buckland’s family and his niece Dawn Willersdorf. 
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Private Mars Colin James (‘Col’) BURNETT
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 29 June 1913 - Richmond, Victoria 
Enlisted: 15 January 1942 - aged 28
Service: Australian Army (V285841 / VX136318)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 11 December 1945  
Died: 2 December 1986 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 73

A baker by trade, Col moved to Pakenham in 1934 and worked for a time on Alex 
Ramage’s orchard in the Toomuc Valley. He played football for Officer and was the club’s 
best and fairest in 1937. Col married Evelyn Johnston in 1938. During WW2, Col served 
with transport companies, including 152 and 120 AGTC. His service included a year in 
New Guinea. After WW2, Col and Evelyn ran the Cafe Central in Main Street. He later 
went into saw milling with his brother-in-law Ted Sheldon and also worked for the Lands 
Department. Col served on the Pakenham Football Club committee for many years. Image 
courtesy of Colin’s niece Marlene Knaap.

Lance Sergeant Ronald Joseph CHAMBERS MM
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 11 September 1915 - Williamstown, Victoria 
Enlisted: 14 May 1940 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (VX14019)
Served: Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 31 August 1945  
Died: 5 April 1985 - Frankston Victoria - aged 69

Ron joined the Berwick Shire Council in 1933 and became Assistant Shire Engineer. 
During WW2, he served with the 2/8 Field Coy Engineers in the Middle East and was 
awarded the Military Medal in Libya. Ron was taken POW on Crete and imprisoned in 
Germany where he was wrongly accused of mutiny and treated harshly. After the War, 
Ron served as Berwick Shire Engineer from 1947 to 1977, introducing modern town 
planning to the district. He was the first WW2 Digger to be President of the Pakenham 
RSL. Ron married Gertrude Kranhke in 1948. The R.J. Chambers Nature Reserve is 
named in Ron’s honour. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX14019).

Sergeant Bruce Ballantyne CHERRY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 6 April 1921 - Sale Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 August 1940 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (V54910) & Royal Australian Air Force (49239)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 22 February 1946  
Died: 13 January 1978 - Sale, Victoria - aged 56

A member of one of Sale’s most respected families, Bruce joined the National Bank as a 
“junior” and later worked as a bank clerk with the Commercial Bank at Pakenham. During 
WW2, Bruce served part time as a private with the Victorian Scottish Regiment before 
transferring to the RAAF in November 1941. He subsequently served as a wireless 
mechanic, including in New Guinea with the Rescue and Communication Squadron at 
Milne Bay and Goodenough Island; and the No 8 Communication Unit, Communication 
Squadron at Madang. After discharge, Bruce returned to Sale where he lived with his wife 
Lorna.  Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 49239).
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Ron Chambers: A life of distinguished service 
Ron Chambers is remembered as one of the most distinguished 
figures in the history of the Berwick and Pakenham Shires. As Shire 
Engineer from 1947 to 1977, he introduced modern town planning 
principles at a time when parts of the district were beginning to be 
transformed from rural to urban centres. His vision included not only 
the major transportation corridors of the future, but also the 
establishment of nature and conservation reserves. The photograph 
at left, shows Ron (circled) with the Berwick Office staff in 1952 (from 
the Weekly Times 16/1/1952 p. 10). Below Left: Ron receiving a 
presentation from the Pakenham Shire Councillors Michael Bishop, 
Kel Anderson, Peter Ronald and Gren Hosking on the occasion of his 
30th anniversary as Shire Engineer. Ron’s wife Gertrude is on the left 
(Courtesy of Pakenham Gazette). 

Above: Ron was also a keen cricketer. This 
photograph shows Ron (circled) in the Pakenham 
Diggers Cricket Team which won the district 
competition in 1947 (Courtesy of Diane Dunn). 

Above: The prestigious Military Medal, 
awarded for “bravery in the field” 
(Courtesy of Patrick Ferry) Right: How 
Ron’s heroism was reported in the 
press (DJ, 24/11/1941 p. 1). 
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Corporal John Gordon (‘Tom’) CHISHOLM
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 24 April 1911 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 August 1941 - aged 30
Service: Australian Army (934 / NG 2120)
Served: New Guinea & Australia
Discharged: 22 June 1943  
Died: 31 July 1990 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 79 

The Chisholm family were pioneering orchardists at Pakenham Upper, in partnership with 
the Tinkham family. After working on local orchards, Tom moved to the Bulolo goldfields in 
New Guinea, where he was employed as an iron worker. He was married to Beryl 
Sounness. During WW2, Tom served with the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles, B Section 
Medical Detail, while his wife and young son were fortunately evacuated back to Australia. 
In 1943, Tom was discharged as medically unfit. He later farmed at Tallarook, north of 
Melbourne before settling at Newport. Image (showing Tom as a baby with members of his 
family) courtesy of Glenyse Stephens.

Leading Aircraftman Charles Leslie CONSTABLE
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 18 December 1907 - Stanley, Victoria 
Enlisted: 22 June 1942 - aged 34 years
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (58014) 
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 5 December 1945  
Died: 3 July 1979 - Ferntree Gully, Victoria - aged 71 

Charles was the son of Percival and Jane Constable of Army Road. He was an orchard 
manager in Pakenham Upper and also worked at Plummer’s garage in Pakenham East. 
Charles married Elsie Stuart in 1934. During WW2, he served as an RAAF flight mechanic 
and fitter, including with 80 Squadron in the Netherlands East Indies. In the 1960s and 
early 1970s, Charles was an orchardist at Beaconsfield Upper. Image courtesy of NAA  
(A9301, 58014).

Craftsman Stanley James CONSTABLE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 December 1914 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 March 1941 - aged 26
Service: Australian Army (V110430 / VX82668)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 31 October 1945  
Died: 9 November 1981 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 66 

A younger son of Percival and Jane Constable of Army Road, Stanley was a grocer’s 
assistant when he enlisted in the Army. He subsequently served in Western Australia and 
Queensland as a driver / motor mechanic, including with the 2 Australian Medium 
Regiment and the 234 Australian Light Aid Detachment. In 1942, Stanley married Isabel 
Amy Hughes. After the War, Stanley became a farmer at Devenish, near Benalla, before 
later moving to Dandenong. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX82668).
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Private Donald Francis COOK
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 14 February 1923 [actually 1925] - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 27 March 1941 - aged 18 [actually 16]
Service: Australian Army (V12539 / VX89309)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 10 July 1946  
Died: 24 February 2017 - Berwick, Victoria - aged 92

Don was the second son of Ted and Mary Cook. He left school aged just 12 and worked 
on local dairy farms. He was only 16 when he enlisted, putting up his age to do so. From 
September 1942 to January 1944, Don served with the North Australia Observers’ Unit 
(‘the “Nackeroos”). He later served with air maintenance platoons and the 8th Battalion, 
including on Bougainville. After the War, Don trained as a farrier and blacksmith and 
became course farrier at Pakenham Racecourse. He married Nancy Dickson in 1949. The 
couple lived at Narre Warren before settling at Chadstone and later Berwick. Image 
courtesy of Don’s widow, Nancy Cook.

Constable Thomas Edward (‘Tom’) COOK
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 1 July 1921- Hawthorn, Victoria 
Enlisted: 10 May 1938 - aged 16 
Service: Royal Australian Navy (1234)
Discharged: 16 August 1948  
Died: 9 February 2007 - Ivanhoe, Victoria - aged 85 

Tom was the eldest son of Ted and Mary Cook, orchardists at Army Road. He was already 
serving as a seaman on HMAS Sydney when WW2 broke out. Tom took part in the 
Sydney’s famous engagements against the Royal Italian Navy in the Mediterranean during 
1940. Fortunately he was transferred to another posting before the HMAS Sydney was 
sunk off the WA Coast in November 1941. Tom later served on corvettes, at Milne Bay and 
on shore as a naval police constable. After the War, he married Iris Gilbert, settling in 
Ivanhoe where he started a drainage business. Tom helped drain the site of the Myer 
Music Bowl. Image courtesy of Tom’s daughter Bev Assender.

Private Robert Thomas (‘Bob’) COOKE +
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 27 May 1919 - Stanley, Tasmania 
Enlisted: 14 June 1940 - aged 21 
Service: Australian Army (VX26300)
Served: Australia, South West Pacific & POW (Japanese)  
Died: 19 September 1945 - Morotai, Netherlands East Indies - aged 26

Originally from Tasmania, Bob was a farm labourer / truck driver married to Elsie Long 
from Pakenham Upper. He served with B Coy, 2/21st Battalion and was deployed with 
“Gull Force” to Ambon. Captured there by the Japanese in January 1942, Bob was held as 
a POW on Ambon. There, the POWs were subjected to brutal treatment, overworked, 
starved and exposed to tropical diseases. Less than a quarter of the Australian prisoners 
there survived the War. When Bob’s camp was liberated in August 1945, he was suffering 
from gross malnutrition and berri-berri and died just days after being evacuated to a 
military hospital on Morotai. Image courtesy of Bob’s daughter, Anne Him.
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The Cooks: A patriotic Army Road family
Back in 1914, Tom and Don Cook’s father, Ted Cook 
was one of the first Pakenham residents to enlist for 
WW1 (Image 1). Ted, who had established an orchard 
on Army Road, later married Mary Kennedy (Image 2) 
a member of a local pioneering family. Ted was a very 
patriotic Australian. Indeed, at one time he was 
president of the local Australian Natives’ Association 
branch.

Ted and Mary’s eldest son Tom, was actually one of 
the first from Pakenham to serve in WW2, having 
joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1938 aged just 16 
(Image 3). Having served on the HMAS Sydney in the 
Mediterranean, Tom was lucky not to have been                
on board when the ship was sunk in November 1941 
with no survivors. Tom remained in the Navy until 
1948. 

Don, the second son, was also just 16 when he 
enlisted in the Army (Image 4 shows him peeling 
potatoes at Puckapunyal). As he had experience with 
horses, Don was posted to the 2/1st North Australia 
Observers’ Unit, known as the “Nackeroos” (Image 5). 
The “Nackeroos” patrolled a wide area from Broome 
to Cape York looking for any signs of Japanese 
incursions or invasion. With the assistance of 
indigenous guides, they  learned to live off the bush. 
Image 6 shows Don (on the right) and a mate with the 
Nackeroos’ distinctive “double diamond” colour patch 
on the shoulder. Don later served on Bougainville. 

Image 7 shows (LtoR) Don and Tom with their 
younger brother Allan later in life. Images courtesy of 
Nancy Cook and Bev Assender. 
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Signalman Joseph Ronald (‘Ron’) COPE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 1 May 1920 - Wonthaggi, Victoria 
Enlisted: 16 August 1940 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (V42194 / VX80023)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 6 March 1946  
Died: 28 June 2008 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 88

Another of Robert and Emma Cope’s sons, Ron worked as a mail contractor on his 
family’s mail run between Pakenham East and Pakenham Upper. During WW2, he initially 
served with 52nd Battalion and later with 9th Division Signals in the Netherlands East 
Indies and British North Borneo. After the War, Ron was a PMG employee at Pakenham 
before moving to Dandenong. Ron was married to Marjorie Black, daughter of Bill Black of 
Pakenham Upper. Ron was a talented footballer and cricketer, representing Victoria 
Country in both sports. He was also a keen cyclist when he was young. Ron settled at 
Nyora in later life. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX80023).

Private John (‘Jack’) COPE 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 21 April 1921 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 January 1941 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (V9827 / VX64812)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 1 April 1946  
Died: Not known

Jack was one of the thirteen children born to Robert Henry Lycett Cope and his wife 
Emma. The family lived on “Warrawee” orchard in the Toomuc Valley for a period before 
moving to Henry Street in Pakenham. Jack was driving trucks (timber jinkers for local saw 
mills) when he enlisted. Much of his Army service was with signals units, including in New 
Guinea and on Bougainville. Jack settled in Western Australia following the War, after 
which his family lost touch with him. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX64812).

Aircraftwoman Esther Maude (‘Maude’) COPE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 March 1924 - Loch, Victoria  
Enlisted: 30 June 1942 - aged 18 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (96110)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 25 January 1943  
Died: Not known

Maude was a daughter of Robert and Emma Cope. She was working as a domestic for Mr 
Dabscheck at Pakenham Upper prior to enlisting in the RAAF as a mess steward. 
Maude’s postings included the 2 Bombing & Gunnery School at Port Pirie and 10 
Operational Training Unit at Bairnsdale. In 1943, Maude married Leslie Aitken and was 
discharged from the RAAF. By 1949, the couple was living at Carrum, where Leslie was a 
butcher. Maude later lived at Reservoir. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 96110).
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Leading Aircraftman Alfred Roy CORNWALL
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 24 January 1925 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria 
Enlisted: 28 January 1943 - aged 18
Service Royal Australian Air Force (1264930)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 14 March 1946 
Died: 17 January 2019 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 93 

Alf was the son of Alfred and Gladys Cornwall of Princes Highway, Pakenham. He 
attended Pakenham State School and later worked on a baker’s delivery cart and as a 
shed hand with the Apple and Pear Board. Alf had just turned 18 when he enlisted in the 
RAAF. He subsequently served as a telegraphist, including in New Guinea with the 79th 
Wing Headquarters. After the War, Alf worked as a farm labourer and driver, including at 
Pakenham South. He married June Webster and raised a family. When he died in January 
2019, Alf was probably the last of the original WW2 Diggers from Pakenham still living in 
the district, Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 126493).

Private Eric Stanley Vincent DALTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 18 June 1923 - Pakenham East, Victoria
Enlisted: 10 March 1942 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V190456 / VX121317)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 30 September 1946  
Died: 7 September 1973 - Fitzroy, Victoria - aged 50 

Eric was the son of Albert and Annie Dalton. He was a carpenter / builder’s labourer by 
trade. During WW2, Eric served with ordinance units, including the 2/1 Australian 
Ordinance Beach Detachment in New Guinea and at Tarakan and Balikpapan.  After the 
War, Eric worked for the Berwick Shire’s Outdoors Department. He married Shirley 
Stephenson, daughter of Dick Stephenson of Pakenham South. Tragically, Eric died in 
September 1973 as a result of injuries sustained in a serious car accident at Lang Lang. 
After he died, the Berwick Shire Councillors stood for a minute’s silence in Eric’s honour. 
Image (showing Eric on his wedding day) courtesy of Laurie Stephenson.

Private Frederick Rowe DARBY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 14 April 1915 - Adelong, NSW 
Enlisted: 27 June 1940 - aged 25
Service: Australian Army (VX41861)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea
Discharged: 30 August 1945  
Died: 4 February 1989 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 73

Fred was the son of Frederick and Lucy Darby, who settled in the Toomuc Valley around 
1925. Fred attended the Toomuc Valley State School before becoming a farmer himself. In 
1940, he married Ethel De Carteret of Noble Park before leaving for the War. Fred 
subsequently served in the Middle East with the 2/14th Battalion. He later served as a 
cook in New Guinea including at Milne Bay and Torokina (Bougainville). After the War, 
Fred returned to Toomuc Valley for a period, but later moved with Ethel to Noble Park. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX41861). 
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Driver Thomas DEVENEY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 20 February 1916 - Erica, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 June 1940 - aged 24 
Service: Australian Army (V76189 / VX100967)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 23 January 1943  
Died: 2 May 2001 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 85

Tom was a younger son of John and Catherine Deveney. The Deveney family first settled 
in Pakenham in the 1800s. After leaving school, Tom followed in his father’s footsteps and 
joined the Victorian Railways. He was an engine cleaner at Mildura before enlisting in the 
Army. Tom initially served as a driver with transport units in Central Australia. He was 
discharged in January 1943 to return to the railways, which was regarded as an essential 
industry. Tom drove country trains for a period, before transferring to Melbourne, where he 
was a train driver on the Glen Waverley line. Tom and his wife Mabel settled at Mount 
Waverley and later Dandenong. 

Corporal Gladys Jean DARLISON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 9 April 1921 - Nilma, Victoria 
Enlisted: 24 March 1942 - aged 20
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (105452)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 23 October 1946  
Died: 21 February 2001 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 79

Gladys was a daughter of Richard and Sarah Darlison. Her father was a baker at Berwick, 
who died in 1934. Gladys’ mother later married Thomas Price of Gembrook. Gladys lived 
in Station Street, Pakenham with Phyllis Grace Darlison, who ran the Mia Cafe. Gladys 
had been working as a munitions operator before she enlisted in the RAAF. She 
subsequently served as a cook. Her postings included at RAAF Somers and around 
Melbourne. After the War, Gladys continued as a cook in civilian life, settling at Brunswick 
with her mother and sisters. Image courtesy of Gladys’ nephew Wayne Tangey. 

Corporal John Joseph (‘Jack’) DEVENEY
Born: 19 August 1909 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 4 March 1941 - aged 31
Service: Australian Army (VX50257)
Served: Australia & Middle East
Discharged: 22 July 1946  
Died: 7 August 1991 - West Brunswick, Victoria - aged 81

A son of John and Catherine Deveney, Jack worked locally as an orchardist before moving 
to Melbourne in the late 1930s. There, he worked as a labourer and gardener. During 
WW2, Jack served in the Middle East with the 2/4 Field Regiment, an artillery unit which 
was deployed to Syria. Later, he served with the Royal Australian Engineers, including at 
the Australian Water Transport Training Centre in NSW and in stores positions. Jack 
married Eileen Williams in 1943. After the War, he obtained work as a clerk with the 
Repatriation Department and settled in Brunswick West. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, 
VX50257).
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Trooper William Pratt (‘Bill’) DOBELL
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 16 December 1922 [actually 1924] - Brunswick, Victoria  
Enlisted: 27 May 1941 aged 19 [actually 16]
Service: Australian Army (V15014 / VX586577)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 5 April 1946  
Died: 13 July 2015 - Ballarat, Victoria - aged 90 

Bill, who was Robert and Amy Dobell’s second son, was under age when he enlisted just 
weeks after his older brother Bob. At one stage, Bill served as a searchlight operator with 
his younger brother Ted. He later became a commando with the 2/10th Australian 
Commando Squadron, which operated in northern New Guinea. After the War, Bill worked 
for Victorian Railways and later joined Victoria Police. In 1968, he was awarded Victoria 
Police’s highest award for valour for disarming a violent criminal. Bill was Regional 
Detective Chief Inspector at Sale when he retired in 1983. Image courtesy of the Dobell 
family.

Corporal Robert John Paddon (‘Bob’) DOBELL
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 9 April 1921 [actually 9 October 1923] - Trentham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 May 1941 - aged 20 [actually 17]
Service: Australian Army (VX55014) 
Served: Australia, Middle East, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 29 January 1947  
Died: 17 July 2008 - Canberra, ACT - aged 84

Eldest son of Robert and Amy Dobell of Pakenham Upper, Bob worked on local orchards 
before WW2. He was wounded at El Alamein while serving as a signaller with the 2/3 
Pioneers. Bob later took part in the landings at Lae, Finschhafen and Tarakan. After WW2, 
a serious knee injury put paid to Bob’s promising football career and a soldier-settlement 
block. Instead, he went into teaching, becoming an outstanding educator. As Regional 
Director of Education for Ballarat and in other senior roles, Bob significantly influenced the 
direction of state education in Victoria in the 1970s and 1980s. Bob married Mona Doyle in 
1949. Image courtesy of the Dobell family.

Corporal Edward James (‘Ted’) DOBELL
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 28 December 1921 [actually 1925] - Coburg, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 July 1941 - aged 19 [actually 15] 
Service: Australian Army (V17302 / VX100385)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 1 October 1946  
Died: 21 January 1974 - Richmond, Victoria - aged 52

Ted enlisted shortly after his brothers Bob and Bill, putting his age up from 15 to 19 to do 
so. He initially served as an anti-aircraft searchlight operator, including at Townsville and 
Milne Bay. Ted was promoted to corporal and at one stage, was actually in charge of his 
older brother Bill. Ted was to have trained as an officer, but was sent back to Australia 
after his real age was discovered. Later in the War, Ted took part in the Allied landings at 
Balikpapan and Labuan in Borneo. After WW2, he initially cut timber in Pakenham Upper. 
Ted later became a successful car dealer in Melbourne. Image courtesy of the Dobell 
family. 
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Bob Dobell and Percy Buckland: The enduring bonds of mateship
Bob Dobell was great mates with Percy Buckland. They became friends working 
together on the Valley View Orchard at Pakenham Upper. In early 1941, Bob and Percy 
decided to enlist in the AIF together. Percy was 20, but Bob was just 17, which meant he 
was too young. His parents, Robert and Amy Dobell, were reluctant to let him go. After 
Bob told them he would enlist under an assumed name anyway, they relented and gave 
their permission, raising Bob’s age on his enlistment papers. 

Bob and Percy hoped to serve in the Army side-by-side. They travelled down to 
Melbourne together to enlist (Image 1), but got separated during their medicals and were 
not assigned consecutive service numbers. This later meant they were allocated to 
different units. After being farewelled from Pakenham Upper (Image 2), Bob and Percy 
trained together in the Northern Territory (Image 3) but were then split up. Bob was sent 
to the Middle East, where he served with the 9th Division (including at El Alamein) while 
Percy was assigned to the 2/21st Battalion and sent to Ambon as part of “Gull Force”. 
While Bob eventually made it back to Australia relatively unscathed (Picture 4), Percy 
had been taken POW by the Japanese on Ambon and sent to Hainan Island, off the 
southern coast of China. There, he tragically passed away just days after his POW camp 
was liberated in August 1945. 

Every Anzac Day for the rest of his 
life, Bob would remember the mates 
he lost during the War, including 
Percy. Bob used to tell his children 
and grandchildren about Percy. Later, 
Bob’s grandson Adam got a job as a 
guard at the Australian War Memorial 
in Canberra. So he made sure there 
was always a poppy against Percy’s 
name on the Roll of Honour (Image 5), 
thus helping to keep alive the bond of 
mateship between Bob and Percy. 
Images courtesy of the Dobell and 
Buckland families. 
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Lance Corporal Basil Alcuin DODD
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 13 March 1913 - Wedderburn, Victoria 
Enlisted: 2 February 1942 - aged 28
Service: Australian Army (VX74396)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 12 December 1945  
Died: 29 November 2007 - Tstong (near Benalla), Victoria - aged 94

Son of Rev. Edwin Dodd, Rector of St James’ Church of England at Pakenham, Basil 
became a teacher. He taught at Pakenham South and Rythdale for a time. A talented 
footballer, Basil was vice captain of the Pakenham football team which won the WGFL 
premierships in 1935 and 1936. In 1938, he married Marj Andrews. During WW2, Basil 
served with field ambulance units, including the 109 Casualty Clearing Station on 
Bougainville. From 1946 to 1951, he was head teacher at Officer State School. Basil was 
Headmaster at Ruskin Park Primary School, Croydon when he retired in 1974. Image 
courtesy of Basil’s daughter and son-in-law Elaine & Alan Richmond.

Basil Dodd was regarded as “the cleverest half-back flanker 
to ever wear a Pakenham guernsey” (PG, 26/4/1968). 
Image 1 shows Basil (circled) as a member of Pakenham’s 
WGFL’s premiership winning team in 1936. Also in that team 
were Ray “Cracker” Jackson (to the left of Basil) who played 
VFL for North Melbourne; and Basil’s future brother-in-law 
Norm Andrews (middle row far right) who played VFL for 
Fitzroy (Courtesy of Elaine & Alan Richmond). Basil could 
have easily played in the VFL, but did not want to. Image 2 
shows Basil and other local footy greats at the opening of 
the Ray “Cracker” Jackson grandstand on the Pakenham 
Recreation Reserve in 1968 (Courtesy of the Pakenham 
Gazette). Image 3 shows Basil and Marj Dodd in middle age 
(Courtesy of Elaine & Alan Richmond). 
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Far left: Members of the Doyle 
family at the Pakenham Upper 
garage in 1937. Back-row (LtoR): 
Ron Doyle, Mrs Edith Doyle and  
Betty Doyle. Front row:  Bill Doyle, 
Mona Doyle and Keith Doyle. Mr 
Jack Doyle is behind the wheel of 
the car which is a 1927 Rugby 
tourer (Courtesy of Wally Nye).

Left: Jean Doyle with her father 
Jack at “Hill View” Pakenham 
Upper on her wedding day in 
1951 (Courtesy of Brian and John 
McKenzie). 

Aircraftwoman Jean Margaret DOYLE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 12 May 1922 - Elsternwick, Victoria
Enlisted: 25 March 1942 - aged 19
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (95024)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 21 December 1945  
Died: 12 November 2008 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 86

The second of Jack and Edith Doyle’s six children, Jean grew up at “Hillview”, the family’s 
orchard at Pakenham Upper, where they also ran the post office. Jean worked at Mont 
Park Insane Asylum before enlisting in the Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force 
(WAAAF). Jean qualified as a fitter and flight rigger and served at East Sale with the 1 
Operational Training Unit (OTU). She sometimes flew with the crews on aircraft test 
flights. In 1951, Jean married William McKenzie who was a maritime cook. They initially 
settled at Newport near the docks and later lived at Moorabbin before building their own 
home at Dandenong North. Image courtesy of Jean’s sons Brian and John McKenzie.

Flying Officer Ronald John DOYLE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 7 March 1924 - Melbourne Victoria 
Enlisted: 29 May 1942 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (418649)
Served: Australia, UK / Europe (RAF Bomber Command)
Discharged: 1 September 1945  
Died: 23 August 2004 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 80 

Ron was a son of Jack and Edith Doyle. He attended Pakenham Upper State School, then 
worked on the family orchard. Ron undertook further study in order to qualify for the RAAF. 
He subsequently trained as a wireless operator / signaller. Ron was sent to England, 
where he served with 640 Squadron RAF. He flew 36 operational missions over Germany 
and Western Europe and was commissioned as an officer. After the War, Ron initially 
returned to “Hill View” before getting a job with the PMG. He later sold houses for A.V. 
Jennings, then went into electrical contracting. Image courtesy of Ron’s widow Judith 
Doyle and children. 
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Ron Doyle and RAF Bomber Command
After completing his initial RAAF training in Australia, 
Ron Doyle (Image 1) was sent to England, where he 
was eventually posted to Crew 93, 640 Squadron at 
Leconfield near Hull. The crew (Images 2 & 3) was one 
of the RAF’s famous “Oddbods” crews, composed of 
members from different Commonwealth nations. In the 
case of Crew 93, there were three Australians and four 
Britons. They flew Halifax bombers. Ron, who was a 
wireless operator / air signaller, flew a total of 36 
operational missions (243 operational flying hours) over 
Germany and Nazi occupied Western Europe. One of 
Ron’s missions in October 1944 involved nearly 1,000 
British bombers dropping high explosive bombs on 
Essen, the home of the infamous Krupp armaments 
factory. Such missions were highly dangerous: for 
every 100 men flying for RAF Bomber Command, 51 
were killed on operations; 9 killed in crashes in the UK; 
3 seriously injured and 12 taken POW - a casualty rate 
of 75%. Remarkably, Ron made it through unscathed, 
though Crew 93 had some 
near misses. In January 
1945, Ron, who was not yet 
21 years of age, was 
commiss ioned by the 
Governor General (Prince 
Henry) as a pilot officer 
(Images 4 & 5). Having left 
Pakenham as a teenager, 
Ron returned in July 1945 
a s a m a n a n d h e r o . 
(Images courtesy of  Ron 
Doyle’s family). 
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Captain John Alfred (‘Jack’) ELLETT
Pakenham South War Memorial & Roll of Honour
Born: 27 May 1894 - Springvale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 March 1942 - aged 48
Service: Australian Army (V367909) 
Served: Australia 
Discharged:  31 October 1945  
Died: 7 January 1965 - Bendigo, Victoria  - aged 70

Also a son of John Thomas & Margaret Ellett, Jack was wounded in WW1, before 
becoming a soldier-settler at “Montazah”, Pakenham South, where he grew vegetables, 
milked cows and raised a large family with his wife Ellen. Jack and Ellen also ran the 
Pakenham South Post Office. Although plagued with ill-health from his WW1 service, Jack 
was very active in community activities including the Pakenham RSL and district cricket. 
During WW2, he served as an officer commanding the local 11th Battalion, VDC. Jack 
later farmed at “Mountain View” near Poowong before moving to Foster, then Bendigo. 
Image courtesy of Jack’s grand-daughter, Robyn Tassoni. 

Lance Corporal Edward Wolseley (‘Dick’) ELLETT
Pakenham South War Memorial & Roll of Honour
Born: 2 October 1900 - Springvale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 17 March 1942 - aged 41
Service: Australian Army (V355238)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 20 September 1945  
Died: 9 February 1965 - Malvern, Victoria - aged 64

Known in the family as “Dick”, Edward was one of John Thomas and Margaret Ellett’s 
younger sons. By the time he was old enough to enlist in WW1, that conflict was almost 
over, and Dick never left Australia. He subsequently became a farmer at Pakenham 
South, then Koo Wee Rup. Dick married Violet Cornwall in 1923. During WW2, he served 
with his brothers Jack and Alf in the local 11th Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC). 
Image (showing Dick with his wife Violet in the late 1940s) courtesy of Dick’s 
grand-daughter, Glenyse Stephens.

Sergeant Alfred ELLETT
Pakenham South War Memorial & Roll of Honour
Born: 2 April 1897 - Springvale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 17 March 1942  - aged 44
Service: Australian Army (V355237)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 20 September 1945  
Died: 10 February 1958 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 60 

Alf was one of the sixteen children born to John Thomas & Margaret Ellett. Originally from 
Oakleigh, Alf’s parents pioneered “Wattle Vale” on the McDonald Drain Road at Pakenham 
South after the Koo Wee Rup swamp was drained. As a young man, Alf served in WW1 
on the Western Front. After returning home, he took up a property in Island Rd, Koo Wee 
Rup, where he became a pioneer of the local asparagus industry. Alf married Grace 
Forscutt in 1922. During WW2, Alf served as a sergeant with the local 11th Battalion 
Volunteer Defence Corps unit commanded by his brother Jack. Image (showing Alf during 
WW1) is courtesy of his great-niece, Debbie Ellett Hajduk. 
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Driver John Leslie (‘Jack’) ELLETT
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 19 March 1920 - Berwick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 29 July 1940 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (VX48568)
Served: Australia, Middle East & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 6 February 1946  
Died: 20 July 2008 - Maryborough, Victoria - aged 88

Jack was the eldest son of John Alfred and Ellen Ellett of “Montazah”, Pakenham South. 
He followed in his father’s footsteps and became a farmer. During WW2, Jack served in 
the Middle East (Palestine and Syria) with the Australian Army Service Corps, supporting 
the 2/2 Australian Anti-Aircraft Regiment. Later he served as a driver, mechanic and 
electrician with the 2/142 Australian General Transport Coy in Australia and took part in 
the invasion of Borneo. In January 1944, Jack married Florence Watson. After the War, he 
farmed with his brother-in-law Arthur Cornwall at Amey’s Track near Foster, before settling 
near Numurkah and later at Cockatoo. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX48568).

Private Ellen Frances (‘Fran’) ELLETT 
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial 
Born: 5 July 1921 - Geelong, Victoria 
Enlisted: 27 October 1942 - aged 21
Service: Australian Army (VF503262 / VFX124318)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 18 May 1944  
Died: 5 July 2002 - Yarra Junction, Victoria - aged 81

Known as ‘Fran’, Ellen was the daughter of Jack & Ellen Ellett of “Montazah”, Pakenham 
South. She attended Pakenham South State School. During WW2, Fran served as a 
nursing orderly with the Australian Army Medical Women’s Service. In January 1944,  she 
married Driver Arthur Harry Cornwall, son of James Cornwall who had been one of 
Pakenham’s WW1 Diggers. Fran and Arthur later joined her brother Jack farming at 
Amey’s Track near Foster, Jack and Arthur having been best mates since they were  
children. Later, Fran and Arthur settled at Heatherton Road, Dandenong. Image courtesy 
of Fran’s daughters Wendy Witty and Leonie Wuillemin.

Private Florence Ellen ELLETT
Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 28 November 1923 [actually 1926] - Wentworth, NSW 
Enlisted: 27 October 1942 - aged 18 [actually 14]
Service: Australian Army (VF503229 / VFX124321)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 4 July 1944  
Still living as at November 2019 - aged 96 

Florence married Jack Ellett junior in January 1944. She had been a flax worker before 
enlisting in the VAD. Florence later served at the 49th Australian Camp Hospital at Darley 
near Bacchus Marsh. She was discharged at her own request in July 1944 and moved to 
“Montazah” at Pakenham South. Tragically, Florence and Jack’s first child, John Dennis 
Ellett, died shortly after his birth in February 1945. That Jack was still away serving with 
the Army must have made this even more traumatic for her. After the War, Jack and  
Florence farmed at Foster then Numurkah. Image courtesy of Florence’s nephew Peter 
Ellett.
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Signalman Ronald Arthur ELLETT
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 15 February 1925 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 21 April 1943 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (VX125165)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 31 January 1947  
Died: 8 February 2008 - Tweed Heads, NSW - aged 82

Ron, who was working as a telegraph messenger at the Pakenham East Post Office, was 
the third of Jack and Ellen Ellett’s sons to enlist. He served as a despatch rider with 
signals units including Advance Land Headquarters (LHQ) & the 2/9 Field Regiment in 
Queensland. He suffered significant ill-health during his service though and did not go 
overseas. After the War, Ron married Gwynneth Reid. The couple lived for a period in 
Officer, before eventually settling in Warragul where Ron worked for the R.J. Dent & Son 
farm machinery dealership. He also helped to found the Warragul & District Cooperative 
Society and was later its chairman. Image courtesy of Ron’s sons Brian and Peter Ellett.

Corporal Norman Henry ELLETT
Pakenham South War Memorial & Roll of Honour
Born: 26 August 1923 - Pakenham South, Victoria  
Enlisted: 31 March 1943 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (VX91860)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 31 July 1946  
Died: 11 May 2001 - Geelong, Victoria - aged 77

Norm was just two when his father, Bert Ellett of Pakenham South, died, after which he 
was raised by his widowed mother Ada at Geelong. Norm became an apprentice coach 
painter with the State Electricity Commission (SECV). During WW2, he served with the 2/1 
Field Coy Engineers in Australia and New Guinea and was later attached to a war graves 
unit recovering the bodies of dead soldiers in New Guinea. Norm painted names onto the 
crosses marking the graves. After the War, he returned to the SECV in Geelong and 
married Shirley Denmead in 1949. Norm later lost a leg due to cancer attributed to 
war-related injuries. Image courtesy of Norm’s daughter, Debbie Ellett Hajduk.

Driver Kenneth Walter (‘Jimmy’) ELLETT
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 10 October 1922 [actually 10 November 1922] - Pakenham East, Victoria  
Enlisted: 16 December 1941 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (VX68433)
Served: Australia, Middle East & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 4 June 1946  
Died: 14 September 1994 - Rochester, Victoria - aged 71

Known as “Jimmy”, Ken joined the militia in April 1940 putting his age up to do so. He 
enlisted for the AIF just after Japan entered the War and went on to serve in the Middle 
East with the 2/24th Battalion. Jimmy later served with his brother Jack in the 2/142 
Australian General Transport Coy at Alice Springs, Sydney and Cairns. He also took part 
in the invasion of Borneo in 1945. After the War, Jimmy married Nancy Henry and farmed 
with his father at “Mountain View” near Poowong. He later had a distinguished career as 
an ambulance officer, becoming a member of the Order of St John and receiving the 
National Medal in 1978. Image courtesy of Jimmy’s nephew, Peter Ellett.
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The Elletts of “Montazah”, Pakenham South
The pioneering Ellett family of Pakenham South had no fewer than ten 
members (spanning two generations) in uniform during WW2 - more than any 
other Pakenham family. The most senior of these (in terms of both age and 
rank) was Captain John Alfred Ellett. Jack had been wounded in Egypt and 
Gallipoli during WW1. Image 1 shows a youthful Jack (on the right) with his 
older brother Bert in 1914. After WW1, he settled on his own soldier-settler 
property in Ellett Road, which he named “Montazah”. There, Jack and his wife 
Ellen (nee Sawyer) raised six children. Image 2 shows Jack and Ellen with their 
children, in-laws and grandchildren in 1962. During WW2, Jack was 
commanding officer of the local 11th Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps, while 
four of his children also served in the AIF. Image 3 shows a middle-aged Jack 
in uniform again, with his son Ron who was an army despatch rider. Image 4, 
shows Jack’s daughter Fran with her future husband Private Arthur Cornwall 
(VX47302) who was also born and raised in the Pakenham district, but is not 
honoured on the local war memorials.  Image 5 shows Jimmy Ellett on his 
motorcycle during WW2. It is little wonder then, that one of the strongest 
memories Jack’s wife Ellen had of WW2 was the worry she felt as a mother: 
“Was ever a mother called on to suffer such tension, such fear and dread as I 
endured in those years? Hard work was nothing compared to that torment. 
However, at last, it was over, they came home and Glory be to God not broken 
in body nor warped in mind. They are good solid sound men and woman”. 
Images courtesy of members of the Ellett family. 
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Able Seaman Walter Lyell (‘Wal’) ELLETT
Pakenham South War Memorial & Roll of Honour
Born: 10 March 1925 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria 
Enlisted: 21 October 1942 - aged 17 
Service: Royal Australian Navy (PM5217)
Served: HMAS Cerberus, Assault, Kanimbla and other postings
Discharged: 14 March 1946  
Died: 10 June 2006 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 81

Wal was the son of Walter & Gladys Ellett, who farmed on Bullarto Rd at Koo Wee Rup 
North. During WW2, he served in the RAN. Wal’s postings included a period at HMAS 
Assault, a naval training centre in NSW for amphibious assault landings. He 
subsequently served on HMAS Kanimbla, which took part in Allied landings at Hollandia, 
Morotai, the Phillipines, Brunei and Balikpapan. After the War, Wal returned to farming on 
the family’s Bullarto Rd property. He married Heather McGregor in 1949. Image (showing 
Wal wearing his RSL badge at a family wedding in the late 1940s) courtesy of Peter 
Ellett.
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Sapper James William (‘Jim’) FENNELL
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 28 July 1917 - Albany, Western Australia 
Enlisted: 6 June 1940 - aged 22
Service: Australian Army (VX22811)
Served: Australia, South West Pacific & POW (Japanese)
Discharged: 7 December 1945  
Died: 29 April 2000 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 82 

Jim’s parents Thomas and Ethel Fennell were originally from Pakenham, but moved to WA 
where Thomas worked on the railways. After Tom was killed in an accident, Ethel brought 
her young family back to Pakenham, settling on the Princes Highway. Jim attended St 
Patrick’s School before working as a farm labourer. He served during WW2 with the 2/10 
Field Coy in Malaya and Singapore, where he was taken POW in February 1942. Jim was 
forced to work on the infamous Burma railway and spent time in Changi prison. After being 
liberated, Jim returned to Pakenham, where he was a labourer before joining the public 
service. Jim never married. Image courtesy of Jim’s niece Joan Szalman.

Sapper Albert Edward FISHER
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 9 November 1908 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 July 1940 - aged 31
Service: Australian Army (VX34689)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 26 October 1945  
Died: 13 June 1991 - Melbourne - aged 82 

Albert lived at Army Road and conducted a fruit business for a time, but was living at  
Northcote when he enlisted. He served with the 2/6th Battalion in the Middle East, then in 
Greece, where he was a transport driver. Albert was reported missing in June 1941. 
According to an eye witness, he made it to Kalamia, where Allied soldiers were being 
evacuated, but had to go back to destroy his truck and was not seen again. Albert was 
captured by the Germans and interned in Stalag 18A in Germany. He was liberated in May 
1945. After the War, Albert appears to have settled at Carnegie, where his brother William 
was a fruiterer. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX34689).

Leading Aircraftman Laurance Matthew FITZSIMMONS
Born: 29 February 1922 - Mansfield, Victoria 
Enlisted: 4 December 1942 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V185087 / VX120119) & RAAF (438367) 
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 3 May 1945  
Died: 6 July 1986 - Canberra, ACT - aged 64

Known as ‘Laurie’, Laurance was the son of William and Lyla Fitzsimmons of Bald Hill 
Road. He attended Pakenham State School before joining the Postmaster General’s 
Department (PMG). Laurie later worked as a clerk at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne. He 
wanted to join the RAAF, but his parents withheld their consent. Laurie was then called up 
for the Army and in October 1943 was able to finally transfer to the RAAF. He served in 
different locations in Victoria and SA. His final posting was as a stores clerk at Werribee. 
Laurie returned to his job at Victoria Barracks after WW2, but relocated to Canberra with 
his family in the 1960s. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 438367).
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Leading Aircraftman Stanley John FITZSIMMONS 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 17 March 1925 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 14 July 1944 - aged 19
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (450272)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 19 September 1945  
Died: 3 July 2012 - Frankston, Victoria - aged 87

A younger brother of Laurie Fitzsimmons, Stanley also attended Pakenham State School 
before joining the PMG. Whilst undergoing air crew training with the RAAF, it was 
recommended that he be released for service with the newly created Department of Social 
Security, which Stanley did not want to do. His subsequent RAAF postings, which were all 
in Australia, included 1 Aircraft Depot, Laverton. After the War, Stanley became a clerk and 
later a company director. He married Margaret Lorna Anderson and settled at Moorabbin. 
Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 450272).

Leading Aircraftman Edwin George  (‘Ted’) FLORANCE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 11 January 1914 - Albany, Western Australia  
Enlisted: 25 March 1941 - aged 27 
Service: Australian Army (V110445) / RAAF (144465)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 11 January 1946  
Died: 23 February 1992 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 78

Ted was the son of Ronald and Edith Florance. His father was an orchardist. When he 
enlisted for the Army in 1941, Ted was a flax worker. In 1942, he married Agnes Fennell 
(Jim Fennell’s sister). In September 1943, Ted transferred to the RAAF and subsequently 
served 16 months overseas as a telephone linesman with 10 Signals Unit, including at 
Milne Bay, New Guinea. After the War, Ted worked as a linesman for the PMG. Former 
Pakenham Gazette proprietor Ian Thomas remembers Ted as an “absolute gentlemen”. 
Image (showing Ted with his wife Agnes on their wedding day) is courtesy of Ted’s 
daughter Joan Szalman.

Signalman Leslie Charles FUTCHER
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 2 September 1906 - London, England 
Enlisted: 3 March 1941 - aged 34
Service: Australian Army (V11781) 
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 23 October 1945  
Died: 7 February 1986 - Endeavour Hills, Victoria - aged 79

Les was a prominent local businessman, operating a radio and appliance store in Main 
Street for many years. During WW2, he served as an instrument mechanic and wireless 
operator with the Rabaul Fortress Signals. After Rabaul fell to the Japanese in January 
1942, Les escaped capture and was rescued three months later. He later served with 
anti-aircraft units in Australia, including at the Yallourn power station. Regarded as a “great 
community man”, Les was active in many local organisations, including the Pakenham 
RSL, Rotary (being a past president), Pakenham Housing Co-operative and the Berwick 
Shire Historical Society. Image courtesy of Les’s niece Frances Gibbs.
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Les Futcher’s lucky escape from Rabaul 
Private Les Futcher (Image 1 shows him on his wedding day to Dorothy 
Pearl in 1943) served as an instrument mechanic and wireless (radio) 
operator with the Rabaul Fortress Signals in New Guinea from April 
1941. With Christmas and New Year approaching, he sent a card 
(Images 2&3) to his brother and sister in England, showing the famous 
Matupi volcano at Rabaul. A few weeks later, in late January 1942, 
Japan attacked Rabaul. The Australian defenders were outnumbered 
and were quickly overwhelmed. Chaos ensued. The order was given: 
“every man for himself!”. Soldiers and civilians began to flee for their 
lives. Some headed inland, while others followed the coast. Les made it 
to Drina plantation near Palmalmal on the south coast of New Britain 
Island. There, the officers, assisted by Catholic missionaries, set up an 
improvised camp which eventually housed around 150 soldiers and 
civilian refugees. Image 4 shows Les (circled) at Drina heavily bearded 
and looking gaunt. Fortunately, those at Drina were eventually 
evacuated by sea on the “Laurabada” (Image 5), which pre-war had 
been the official yacht of Sir Hubert Murray, the Lieutenant Governor of 
Papua. Les and the others were first taken to Port Moresby, then 
evacuated back to Australia. Les had contracted malaria, but had 
survived, unlike many of his comrades. A group of around 120 soldiers 
who were captured at Tol Plantation were brutally executed by the 
Japanese, while more than 800 other Australian POWs and civilians 
perished when the Montevideo Maru, which was transporting them into 
captivity on Hainan Island, was sunk off the Philippines. Images 1, 2, 3 
& 5 courtesy of Frances Gibbs; Image 4 courtesy of AWM 
(P02395.019).
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Lieutenant Colin Esca Poole (‘Col’) GABBETT
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 August 1921 - Pakenham East, Victoria  
Enlisted: 25 August 1941 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (VX60183 / 337622)
Served: Australia, Middle East, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 23 December 1946  
Died: 20 March 1975 - Armadale, Victoria - aged 53

Col was the eldest son of Ernest & Eveline Gabbett, storekeepers at Pakenham East. He 
was working as a civilian Defence Department ordinance storeman when he enlisted in 
the AIF in 1941. Col served with army ordinance companies including in the Middle East 
and New Guinea. In 1944, he married Laura Trickey. Col was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in late 1946 and later transferred to the permanent army. He subsequently 
served with the Royal Australian Army Ordinance Corps including at Bandiana, near 
Wodonga, and Ingleburn in NSW. He reached the rank of acting Lieutenant Colonel before 
retiring in 1971. Image courtesy of NAA (B2458, 337622).

Sapper Ivan Norcliffe GABBETT
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 11 July 1922 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 January 1942 - aged 19 
Service: Australian Army (V285209 / VX144718)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 26 August 1946  
Died:  10 July 1978 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 55 

Ivan was the youngest son of Ernest & Eveline Gabbett. He was a carpenter and painter 
by trade. Ivan initially served with the 52nd Battalion, before becoming a sapper with the 
10th Field Coy, RAE. He subsequently served in Far North Queensland, New Guinea, 
Bougainville and Singapore. After demobilisation, Ivan returned to Pakenham where he 
became a house painter. Later, he worked at the Holden factory in Dandenong. Ivan was a 
talented musician, who played the piano by ear. He led a popular dance band for many 
years. Image courtesy of Ivan’s niece Deleine Congreve.

Signalman William James (‘Bill’) GARBELLINI 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 23 November 1909 - Bolwanul, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 November 1939
Service: Australian Army (VX3938)
Served: Australia, Middle East & Greece
Discharged: 12 November 1941  
Died: 19 November 1968 - Preston, Victoria - aged 57

Bill’s father, Pietro Garbellini was an early Italian settler on the former Koo Wee Rup 
swamp. During the Depression, Bill did labouring for the Water Commission and seasonal 
work on his family’s property at Five Mile Road, Koo Wee Rup North. He married Beth 
Hobson in 1933, settling at Rythdale. During WW2, Bill served with signals in the Middle 
East, then Greece, where he was severely wounded and badly affected by heavy German 
aerial bombardments. He returned to Australia and was later discharged as medically 
unfit. Bill later moved to Melbourne where he did various jobs until he had to retire early 
due to ill-health. Image courtesy of Bill’s son Maurie Garbellini.
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Lieutenant Russell Geoffrey GILES 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 31 December 1915 - Carrum, Victoria  
Enlisted: 16 August 1940 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (V74083 / VX104063)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 9 April 1946  
Died: 24 April 2003 - Carrum, Victoria - aged 87

Russell was the son of Edward Bracher Giles and his wife Florence who were Pakenham 
East storekeepers. Russell worked in the family store before enlisting in the Army. He 
served initially with the AASC Southern Command and later with supply and service units 
in New Guinea (including at Port Moresby, Wau and Milne Bay, where he contracted 
malaria) and Morotai. At the end of the War, Russell served as Company Officer, 8 
Australian POW Reception Camp at Manila. He later returned to the family store in 
Pakenham and married Nancy Spargo in 1947. In later life, Russell and Nancy lived in 
Narre Warren. Image courtesy of Russell’s children Gary Giles & Patrick Chacksfield. 

Leading Supply Assistant Gordon Addison GRAHAM +
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 15 February 1917 - Youanmi, Western Australia 
Enlisted: 8 February 1939  - aged 21
Service: Royal Australian Navy (22868)
Served: HMAS Perth  
Killed in action: 1 March 1942 - Sinking of HMAS Perth - aged 25

Gordon was the son of Gordon and Rose Graham, who lived on the corner of the Princes 
Highway and Gembrook Road at Pakenham. He was educated at Pakenham State and 
Dandenong High Schools before working in Jackson’s store. He played football for 
Pakenham & Rythdale; was associated with the Pakenham fire brigade and served with 
the local militia unit prior to enlisting with the RAN. Gordon subsequently served on the 
HMAS Perth in the Mediterranean and South East Asia. He was killed when HMAS Perth 
was sunk by the Japanese during the Battle of the Java Sea on 1 March 1942. Image 
(showing some of the HMAS crew c. March 1941) courtesy of AWM (006846).

Private Thomas Leslie (‘Tom’) GRAHAM
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 October 1922 - Springvale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 January 1942 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (VX71711)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 13 February 1946  
Died: 8 February 1992 - Traralgon, Victoria - aged 69 

Tom was the son of Thomas and Ida Graham, who were originally from Springvale. Tom 
and his widowed mother were living at Rythdale when he enlisted. Tom served in New 
Guinea with the 2/6 Independent Coy, a commando unit, including during the 
Ramu-Markham Valley campaign in September 1943. He later served with the 2/6 
Transport Platoon. By 1949 Tom was living at Morwell Bridge and working as a plasterer. 
The following year, he married Gwenneth Cain. They later settled in Traralgon. Image 
courtesy of NAA (B883, VX71711).
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Private James Walter Rae (‘Ray’) GRIBBLE
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 1 March 1919 - Armadale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 July 1941 - aged 22
Service: Australian Army (VX60238)
Served: Australia & New Caledonia
Discharged: 15 February 1945  
Died: 10 May 2011 - Gympie, Queensland - aged 92 

Ray was the son of Wally & May Gribble, who lived at Pakenham South, then in James St 
Pakenham East. A plumber by trade, Ray was labouring around Springvale when he 
enlisted. He initially served with the 2/3 Independent Coy, a commando unit deployed to 
defend New Caledonia in late 1941 in the event of a Japanese attack. Ray later served in 
Australia with various units including the IX Australian Line of Communications Provost 
Coy in Cairns and the 15, 30 and 39 Australian Works Coys. He married Grace Payne in 
1945. The couple later moved to Deniliquin, NSW then Gympie, Queensland where Ray 
worked as a plumber. Image courtesy of Ray’s sister Margaret Richards. 

Private George Edwin GREEN +
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 1 October 1919 - Sale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 10 June 1940 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (VX23358)
Served: Australia & New Guinea  
Killed in action: 22 June 1945 - near Wewak, New Guinea - aged 25

George was the adopted son of Emily Mayger, the former head teacher at St Patrick’s 
School, who operated a business at Old Pakenham. George attended St Patrick’s School 
as a child and was working as a labourer when he enlisted in the AIF. He was serving with 
the 2/22nd Battalion at Rabaul when the Japanese invaded in late January 1942, but 
managed to evade capture. George served again in New Guinea with the 2/4th Battalion 
during the Wewak-Aitape campaign. He was killed during the Australian assault on 
Japanese positions at Mt Tazaki in June 1945. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX23358).

Leading Aircraftman Edward James (‘Ted’) HARVIE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 24 September 1916 - Numurkah, Victoria 
Enlisted: 10 March 1941 - aged 24
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (13415)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 28 February 1946  
Died: June 1991 - Bairnsdale, Victoria - aged 74

Ted was the son of William and Gwendoline Harvie of Pakenham Upper. Ted followed his 
father into orcharding, gaining mechanical experience in the process. He also had three 
years’ service with the local militia unit. Described upon enlistment with the RAAF as a 
“good type of country applicant”, Ted served as flight rigger and fitter in Australia and New 
Guinea including at 1 Operational Training Unit, Bairnsdale and 13 Aircraft Repair Depot, 
Tocumwal. He married Marion Batten of Bairnsdale in 1945. After the War, Ted and Marion 
settled at Bairnsdale, where he became a builder. Image courtesy of Ted’s niece Barbara 
Blount. 
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Corporal Hugh Reginald Fraser HAWKINS
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 2 September 1909 - Reading, England 
Enlisted: 22 November 1939 - aged 30
Service: Australian Army (VX1485)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & New Guinea
Discharged: 26 September 1945  
Died: 18 June 2003 - Cockatoo, Victoria

After migrating to Australia through the “Big Brother Movement” aged just 18, Hugh 
worked at Quilpie Station in Queensland; in the high country at Dargo and on a Mansfield 
piggery. By 1935, he had set up his own piggery, lemon orchard and nursery at Pakenham 
Upper. Hugh married Dorothy Steele in 1940 after enlisting in the AIF. He served as an 
engine hand / artificer in the Middle East and Greece and with the 2/2 Field Coy in the NT 
and New Guinea. In March 1944, Hugh qualified as a driving and maintenance instructor 
with his unit. After the War, he returned to his property at Pakenham Upper. Image 
(showing Hugh, Dorothy and their daughter Delphine) courtesy of Delphine Passmore. 

Private Roy James HEALEY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 2 September 1920 - Bendigo, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 May 1941 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V129183)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 22 September 1945  
Died: 14 May 2006 - Clayton, Victoria - aged 85

Roy was a promising jockey apprenticed to Ray Webster at Pakenham. In January 1940, 
he notably rode two of the Bourke brothers’ horses to victory on the same day at the 
Pakenham Races. Roy’s riding was described as “particularly impressive” by the local 
press. After enlisting, he served with the 39th / 52nd Battalion and the Australian Army 
Service Corps, including at Milne Bay in New Guinea. After the War, Roy returned to 
Pakenham, where he got a day job in a local mill while resuming his riding career. He 
mainly rode in country races. Roy married Shirley Kirby and later settled at Clayton and 
worked as a welder. Image courtesy of Roy’s daughter Julie-Anne Vaughan.

Driver Benjamin Franklin HOBSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 13 May 1909 - Bunyip, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 July 1941 - aged 32
Service: Australian Army (V30075 / VX145133)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 18 March 1944  
Died: 19 July 1979 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 70 

Ben was the eldest son of James and Dorothy Hobson, who settled at Rythdale in 1927. 
Ben helped his parents pioneer their farming property. He played football and tennis for 
Rythdale. During WW2, Ben initially served at the 3 AIF Depot in Shepparton. He later 
drove trucks between Darwin and Adelaide with the 119 Australian General Transport Coy. 
He was released from the Army in 1944 to resume vegetable production. Ben married 
Margaret Rogers in 1946. He was active with the Cardinia Recreation & Hall Committee, 
the Pakenham Consolidated School Advisory Council and the Rythdale - Cardinia Football 
Club. Image courtesy of Ben’s son Harold Hobson.
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Some of Pakenham Upper’s WW2 Diggers
Image 1. Percy Hoyles (circled) with his signals unit in 
Melbourne (Courtesy of Rex Crouch); Image 2. Jack 
Hogben with his wife Helen and son Peter (Courtesy of 
Doreen Hogben); Image 3. Private Lin Stuchbery with 
his younger brother Alan (Courtesy of Graeme 
Stuchbery); Image 4 Corporal Alan Warner and Lorna 
Pownceby, who were married on 15 April 1944 
(Courtesy of Jeanette Heywood); Image 5. John Long 
on his wedding day to Iris Pavey in 1942 (Courtesy of 
Graeme Long); Image 6: Ted Harvie on his wedding 
day to Marion Ethel Batten in 1945. Ted’s older brother 
Bruce Harvie, who served as a private (V129200) with 
the 52nd Battalion but is not listed on the local war 
memorials, is on the right (Courtesy of Barbara 
Blount).
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Gunner John Frederick Cathcart HOGBEN
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 3 April 1913 - Brunswick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 20 May 1941 - aged 28
Service: Australian Army (VX56286)
Served:  Australia & Middle East
Discharged: 6 April 1944  
Died: 22 March 1954 - Hawthorn, Victoria - aged 40 

Jack was the eldest son of Edwin Alfred Hogben and his wife Florence. Prior to WW2,  his 
family moved from an orchard at Tyabb to Pakenham Upper, where Jack became a farmer 
/ orchardist himself. He married Helen Nye in 1940 and eventually had three children. 
Jack served in the Middle East as a signaller with the 2/11 Field Regiment and was later in 
the Northern Territory. After the War, Jack worked at the Pakenham Cool Stores. In the 
early 1950s, Jack was seriously injured in a car accident. He was training in Melbourne to 
be an apple inspector when he died suddenly aged just 40 years old. Image courtesy of 
Jack’s daughter-in-law, Doreen Hogben. 

Lieutenant Francis Reubin (‘Frank’) HONE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 31 January 1909 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 7 October 1940 - aged 31
Service: Australian Army (V6597 / VX133228)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 26 January 1945  
Died: 25 February 1994 - Moama, Victoria - aged 83 

Frank was the son of Albert Hone and his wife Elsie (nee Stone). The family had an 
orchard “Melrose”, in Ahern Road. Frank became a driver and cartage contractor and was 
also an electrical engineer. In 1930 he married Effie Whitby. The couple lived at Oakleigh 
and Sunshine before returning to Pakenham East, where they lived in Henry Street. 
During the War, Frank served in Australia as a lieutenant with signals units including at 
Army Land Headquarters (LHQ). After the War, Frank and Effie moved to Oakleigh again. 
They later settled at Kyvalley in the Goulburn Valley district, where Frank farmed. Image 
courtesy of Frank’s son Kevin Hone and niece Elaine Severino.

Warrant Officer Percy (‘Peter’) HOYLES
Pakenham Upper Roll of Honour
Born: 16 October 1904 [actually 1896] - Paignton, Devon England  
Enlisted: 24 October 1939 - aged 35 [actually 43]
Service: Australian Army (VX1562 / V82179)
Served: Australia  
Discharged: 13 September 1946 
Died: 12 November 1965 - Pakenham, Victoria

Also known as ‘Peter’, Percy served in the British Army in France and German East Africa 
during WW1 before migrating to Australia c. 1925. He settled at Pakenham Upper where 
he grew vegetables. Peter married Dorothea Huxtable in 1930. Peter initially joined the 
AIF, but was quickly discharged (probably because of his age). He then served in Australia 
with a signals unit. Peter was very civic minded and through the Pakenham Upper 
Progress Association played a leading role in having Pakenham Upper connected to the 
SECV electricity grid in 1953. He was also a foundation member of the Berwick Shire 
Historical Society. Image courtesy of Peter’s nephew  Rex Crouch. 
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Above left: Norm Jackson with his parents James and Margaret after enlisting in the Army. The Jacksons operated a store and bakery in 
Main Street for many years (Courtesy of Diane Dunn);  Above right: “Cracker” Jackson with (LtoR): Joyce Reid (nee Jackson); Roma 
Jackson and Wally Reid (Courtesy of John Reid). 

Leading Aircraftman Raymond Leslie (‘Cracker’) JACKSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 2 December 1910 - Stockton, NSW 
Enlisted: c. 3 September 1941 - aged 30 
Service: Australian Army (V129030) / Royal Australia Air Force (127801)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 21 Jan 1946  
Died: 25 December 1968 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 58 

Known as ‘Cracker’, Ray was one of the legends of Pakenham football, having played 
with, captained and coached several WGFL premiership winning teams from the 1930s to 
1950s. He also played VFL for North Melbourne. Ray, who worked in the family store and 
bakery, married Roma Reid in 1936. During WW2, Cracker briefly served with the Army 
(52nd Battalion), but was discharged because he was in a reserved occupation. He later 
joined the RAAF and served in New Guinea, Morotai and Borneo, including as a plant 
operator with the 6th Airfield Construction Squadron which supported the US Air Force. 
Image courtesy of NAA (A9301/127801).

Driver Norman Frederick (‘Widow’) JACKSON 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 July 1921 - Korumburra, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 January 1942 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (V285213 / VX87574)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 1 April 1946  
Died: 23 June 1986 - Parkdale, Victoria - aged 64

Known as ‘Widow’, Norm worked in the family store and bakery on Main Street, delivering 
bread by horse and cart. He played senior football for Pakenham from the age of 14 and 
was destined for the VFL until the War intervened. Widow served as a driver with army 
transport units in Australia, New Guinea and on Bougainville. After the War, Norm 
cemented his reputation as one of the district’s greatest footballers, firstly as a player with 
Pakenham, then as captain / coach at Rythdale. In 1946, Norm married Norma Marshall. 
He later worked for the Public Works Department and at the Nestles factory in Pakenham. 
Image courtesy of Norm’s daughter, Diane Dunn.
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Both Ray and Norm Jackson continued their 
football during WW2. Image 1: Ray “Cracker” 
(circled) as part of a RAAF football team in 
New Guinea. His team were premiers in 1943; 
Image 2: Norm “Widow” Jackson (circled) in 
an Army football team. Norm played in the 
“Wombats of Wau” team with a number of 
VFL and VFA players, including Bill Noonan 
from Collingwood. Norm’s talent attracted the 
a t t e n t i o n o f t h e S p o r t i n g G l o b e ’ s 
correspondent who wrote of him: ”Norm 
Jackson is only young but I am giving you a 
strong tip to keep your eyes open for him 
when the War is over” (SG, 24/7/1943 p. 3); 
Image 3: Norm (circled) with No 3 Platoon, 
3rd Division AASC; Image 4: Ray in Borneo, 
1945; Image 5: Norm in uniform; Image 6: 
Ray (right) and some mates outside the 
makeshift “Money Belt Hut”, Balikpapan, 1945 
(Images courtesy of Laurie Jackson & Dianne 
Dunn) .
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Private Alan Rupert (‘Toy’) JEREMIAH
Pakenham South War Memorial and Roll of Honour
Born: 25 April 1915 - Pakenham South, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 March 1941 - aged 25
Service: Australian Army (V129029)
Served: Australia
Discharged: Not known  
Died: 26 March 2009 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 93

Nicknamed “Toy”, Alan was one of Tom and Eliza Jeremiah’s nine children. The Jeremiah 
family pioneered “Colanver”, a dairy farm on the Koo Wee Rup Road at Pakenham South 
from c. 1902. Alan became a farmer too, working in partnership with his brothers Roy, Len 
and Vernon. During WW2, he initially trained at Seymour Army Camp with B Coy, 52nd 
Battalion, but was later transferred to the reserves. In early 1942 Alan was allowed to 
return to Pakenham on hardship grounds. He resumed primary production, which was 
regarded as an essential industry for the war effort. Alan never married. Image (showing 
Alan when the farm was sold in later life) courtesy of  Alan’s niece May Ridgway.

Flying Officer Raymond John JACKSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 21 February 1923 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 27 October 1941 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V285399) / Royal Australian Air Force (430761)
Served: Australia, Canada & United Kingdom
Discharged: 4 January 1946  
Died: 21 March 2000 - Frankston, Victoria - aged 76

Ray was the eldest son of Eric and Christina Jackson, who operated a store in Pakenham 
East. Ray initially served in the Army, but later transferred to the RAAF in 1943. He trained 
under the Empire Air Training Scheme in Canada before serving as an air gunner with the 
460 Squadron RAAF in England. Ray flew nine operational missions late in the War. On 
one occasion, Ray was wounded when his plane was shot down over England by a 
German fighter. After the War, he worked for the Lands Department, and played cricket 
and football for Pakenham. Ray married Shirley Roberts and later became Lands 
Inspector at Yarram. Image courtesy of Ray’s brother, Don Jackson.

Driver Roy Albert JEREMIAH
Pakenham South War Memorial and Roll of Honour
Born: 28 June 1917 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted:16 August 1940 - aged 23
Service: Australian Army (V74084)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 17 April 1944  
Died: 30 September 2010 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 93 

Roy was just a boy when his father, Tom Jeremiah, was killed in a tragic railway accident 
at Pakenham’s Main Street level crossing in April 1926. After obtaining his merit certificate 
from Pakenham South School, Roy became a farmer with his brothers. During WW2, he 
served as a driver with various transport units, including the 119 Australian General 
Transport Coy in the Northern Territory. Roy was discharged from the Army in April 1944 to 
resume primary production at Pakenham South. Later, Roy and his brothers went in for 
grazing. He remained a bachelor all his life. Image (showing Roy late in life) courtesy of 
Roy’s niece May Ridgway.
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Leading Aircraftman Leslie Albert JEREMIAH
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 20 November 1924 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 1 December 1942 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (121392)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 9 April 1946  
Died: 12 August 2014 - Warragul, Victoria - aged 89

Les was the son of Alfred and Margaret Jeremiah (nee Kempster). He initially grew up at 
Pakenham South, before his parents moved to Pakenham Upper. Les was working on the 
Valley View orchard as a general orchard hand and tractor / truck driver when he enlisted 
just after his 18th birthday. Les subsequently served in the RAAF in Australia as a driver, 
flight mechanic and fitter. After the War, he returned to the orchard industry, eventually 
becoming an orchard inspector. He married Nancy Buckland, sister of Jack and Percy 
Buckland. The couple later settled in Henry Street, Pakenham. Image courtesy of NAA 
(A9301, 121392).

Private Leo Ross JOHNSTONE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 18 April 1924 - Moonee Ponds, Victoria 
Enlisted: 1 July 1942 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V500350 / VX124890)  
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 1 April 1946
Died: 25 December 1991 - Brisbane, Queensland - aged 67

Leo was the son of Irene Johnstone of Pakenham Upper. He was a market gardener / 
orchardist when he enlisted. Leo served overseas with the AIF from December 1944, 
including at Hollandia in Dutch New Guinea and Morotai in the Netherlands East Indies. In 
the final months of the War, Leo was serving with the 2/32nd Battalion in British North 
Borneo. In 1947, Leo married Maree Martin. He worked for the Forestry Department and 
the Korumburra Milk Cooperative for a while, before moving with Maree to Queensland. 
There, Leo worked as a bus driver, at the Greenbank army base near Brisbane and as a 
fitter and turner / boilermaker. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX124890).

Corporal Stanley Andrew JOHNSTONE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 10 December 1920 - Essendon, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 July 1941 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (V51495 / VX107584)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 22 January 1946  
Died: 27 May 1993 - Warrnambool, Victoria - aged 72

Stan was the older brother of Leo Johnstone. He was working as an orchardist and had 
been a member of the militia before he enlisted in 1941. During WW2, Stan served with 
the 10th Field Regiment in Australia before transferring to the AIF and serving with the 2 
Australian Provost Coy (a military police unit), including on Bougainville from September 
1944 to January 1946. After the War, he married Marjorie Newey. Stan later became an 
ambulance driver. Image (showing Stan in later life) courtesy of Stan’s niece, Barbara 
Johnstone. 
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Leading Aircraftman Robert Hamilton KEABLE
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 8 May 1905 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 August 1942 - aged 37
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (116678)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 29 April 1946  
Died: 4 November 1987 - Barwon Heads, Victoria - aged 82

Robert was the grandson of George and Janet Keable, who had owned an orchard called 
“The Angles” off what is now Reynolds Road, Pakenham Upper. Robert became a builder 
and settled at Army Road. He married Beryl Steele in 1931 and had two young sons when 
he enlisted in the RAAF in 1942. Robert subsequently served as a carpenter rigger 
undertaking aircraft repairs at the Point Cook and Tocumwal (NSW) RAAF bases. After the 
War, Robert and his family moved to Mentone, where he cleared a block to build a house. 
They lived there for a few years before moving to Kalorama. Robert was a keen golfer. 
Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 116678).

Sergeant Frank Edwin KENWORTHY
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 21 May 1914 - Brunswick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 July 1940 - aged 26
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (10947)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific
Discharged: 6 December 1945  
Died: 8 August 1975 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 61 

A son of Frank and Louise Kenworthy of “Thornlee”, Pakenham, Frank was a tester for the 
Pakenham Herd Testing Association when he enlisted in the RAAF. He had previously 
served in the local 52nd Battalion militia unit with his brother Lee. During WW2, Frank 
served as an office orderly, including at 54 Mile and Fenton Airfields in the Northern 
Territory. In January 1945, he married Leonora Betty Catchpole. From June to November 
1945, Frank served overseas at Balikpapan and Morotai. After the War, he farmed locally 
on Ryan Road, including raising poultry. Image courtesy of Frank’s niece Marilyn Taylor. 

Lieutenant Nina KEYS 
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 7 October 1917 - Sale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 September 1941 - aged 23 
Service: Australian Army (NX76431) 
Served: Australia & Ceylon
Discharged: 21 December 1945  
Died: 14 February 2009 - Pakenham Upper - aged 91 

Nina was the daughter of Les and May Keys of “Koomerang”, Pakenham East. Her father 
was the Berwick Shire Engineer. Nina was initially commandant of the Pakenham 
Volunteer Aid Detachment (VAD). VAD members assisted in hospitals during the War.  In 
1941, she travelled to Armidale NSW to enlist for overseas service with the Australian 
Army Medical Women’s Service. Being was posted to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) rather than 
Singapore meant Nina was spared the fate of many Victorian nurses who ended up POWs 
of the Japanese. In 1948, Nina married William (“Bill”) Carne, a Pakenham jersey stud 
farmer. Nina was widowed in 1963. Image courtesy of Nina’s daughter Merrilee Pawley.
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Ordinary Seaman Harold James (‘Harry’) KIRKLAND
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 14 February 1928 - Sandringham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 March 1946 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Navy (29715) / Royal Australian Air Force (A32291)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 24 April 1947  
Died: 31 December 2016 - Werribee, Victoria - aged 88

Harry was a son of Reg and Doris Kirkland of “Pine Grove”, Toomuc Valley Road. He 
attended Toomuc Valley State School, then Caulfield Technical College. Harry worked as a 
radio mechanic for Fred Hillman before becoming a projectionist with Laurence Bros 
Talkies. He travelled throughout Gippsland with their mobile theatre. In early 1946, Harry 
joined the Navy and trained as a telegraphist, but transferred to the RAAF soon after. He 
missed out on going to Japan with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF). 
Harry served in the RAAF until 1976 and was responsible for all RAAF theatres in 
Australia. Image courtesy of Harry’s daughter Judy Hawker.

Corporal Florence Evelyn (‘Swannee’) LANSDOWN 
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 12 December 1920 - Tallangatta, Victoria 
Enlisted: 31 March 1942 - aged 21 
Service: Australian Army (V147958) 
Served:  Australia 
Discharged: 2 July 1947  
Died: 3 February 2017 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 96

Nicknamed ‘Swannee’ by her patients during WW2, Florence was the daughter of Charles 
and Clara Lansdown. Initially a VAD nursing orderly, she was later transferred to the 
Australian Army Medical Womens’ Service, including in military hospitals at Heidelberg, 
Dandenong and Seymour, on troop trains and at Southern HQ. In 1944, Swannee was 
given leave to help her ill father on their McGregor Road dairy farm. In March 1946, she 
married Lieutenant T.B.F. (‘Bern’) Cullen. After a period in Japan where Bern served with 
the BCOF, Swannee and Bern returned to Victoria where he taught at different schools. 
They settled at Preston in 1964. Image courtesy of the Cullen family. 

Corporal Reginald James KIRKLAND 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 November 1905 [actually 1904] - Liverpool [Liscard, Wallasey], England
Enlisted: 27 June 1940 - aged 34 [actually 35] 
Service: Australian Army (V30036/VX53955)  
Served: Australia & Middle East 
Discharged: 2 November 1942  
Died: 7 June 1980 - Grovedale, Victoria - aged 75 

English-born Reg worked on the Toomuc Valley Orchard (TVO) before purchasing his own 
property “Pine Grove” on Toomuc Valley Road. He was married to Doris Whitby. Reg was 
a member of the local militia from 1935 onwards. In WW2, he served with the 2/8th 
Battalion in the Middle East (Syria). Reg was injured by a Bren gun carrier and medically 
discharged. After WW2, Reg added poultry to his property; did woodcutting with Jack 
Tangey and Alf Cornwall; and became a noxious weeds inspector. He was a keen hunter 
of deer and kangaroos in the Toomuc Valley. Reg and Doris moved to Geelong in the 
1970s. Image courtesy of Reg’s grand-daughter Judy Hawker. 



167

The Kirklands: A Toomuc Valley family
Image 1: Reg Kirkland, who migrated to Australia in 1924, married 
Doris Whitby in 1927. Doris’s father Charles worked with Reg on 
the famous Toomuc Valley Orchard (TVO). Image 2: Reg later 
purchased his own property “Pine Grove” on Toomuc Valley Road. 
The house remained like this until the 1950s. Image 3: Reg (middle 
row) served with the local 52nd Battalion Militia Unit from 1935 
onwards. He held the rank of Lance Sergeant. This photograph 
shows him with other members of A Coy 52nd Battalion at the 
Seymour Army Camp in 1939. Image 4: This family portrait was 
taken before Reg was sent to the Middle East during WW2 (LtoR): 
Doris (with Donald on her lap); Harold (standing at back); David 
(middle) and Reg. Interestingly, all three Kirkland boys eventually 
served in the military. Image 5: Postcard from Syria sent home by 
Reg during WW2; Image 6. Reg working on “Pine Grove”. Images 
courtesy of Judy Hawker.  
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Sapper Lawrence George (‘George’) LAW
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 12 May 1922 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 September 1941 - aged 19 
Service: Australian Army (V200214/VX107250)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 18 June 1946  
Died: 25 August 1959 - Briar Hill, Victoria - aged 37  

George was the eighth and youngest child of William and Daisy Law of Hobson’s Road, 
Rythdale. George was just three when his father died. His mother operated the Rythdale 
Post Office for many years. George attended school at Koo Wee Rup and later worked in 
a Melbourne wire factory. During WW2, he served with the RAE in New Guinea (including 
New Britain) and the Netherlands East Indies. George married Jean Balfour in June 1946. 
He did labouring work around KWR before moving with his family to Briar Hill. George 
helped build the local hall there and was a keen gardener. Tragically, he died in a work 
accident aged only 37. Image courtesy of George’s daughter, Margaret Chambers - Law.

Private George Christopher LEADOUX
Pakenham South War Memorial and Roll of Honour
Born: 24 September 1923 [actually 25 September 1925] - Pakenham, Victoria  
Enlisted: 27 April 1942 - aged 18 [actually 16]
Service: Australian Army (V285913)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 28 August 1942  
Died: 17 March 2009 - Bairnsdale, Victoria - aged 83

George was the son of Jim and Annie Leadoux, soldier-settlers at Pakenham South. After 
leaving school, he worked as a farm labourer. George enjoyed the outdoors and was a 
good shot. At age 16, George ran away to Queensland to join the Army, claiming to be 18 
years old. He was posted to the Royal Australian Artillery 1st Corps, but was discharged 
just months later when his true age was discovered. George returned to the family farm 
and married Elizabeth Nelson in 1946. He drove trucks for Truscott’s and other local saw 
mills before moving to East Gippsland. There, George worked in the timber industry until 
he retired. Image courtesy of the Leadoux family.

Corporal Joan Margaret LEADOUX
Pakenham South War Memorial and Roll of Honour
Born: 13 May 1920 - Brisbane, Queensland  
Enlisted: 27 January 1943 - aged 22
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (105250) 
Served: Australia
Discharged: 6 March 1946  
Died: 17 September 2008 - Cranbourne, Victoria - aged 88 

Joan was the oldest child of Jim and Annie Leadoux. As a child, she attended the 
Pakenham South School and was active in the local Young Farmers’ Club. Later, Joan 
taught Sunday School at Pakenham South and helped establish netball in the area. After 
enlisting in the WAAAF, Joan served as a telegraphist, including over two years in 
Townsville. After the War, she married Jack Beazley, a farmer from Cardinia. Joan was 
actively involved in many community organisations at Cardinia, Pakenham and Koo Wee 
Rup and was honoured in 1985 with a Cranbourne Shire Australia Day Citizenship award. 
Image courtesy of the Leadoux family.
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Lieutenant Maxwell Arthur LINCOLN
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 1 December 1916 - Mildura, Victoria 
Enlisted: 7 July 1941 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (V16284 / VX81145)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific
Discharged: 12 February 1946  
Died: 8 July 1997 - Shepparton, Victoria - aged 80

Max was the son of Henry and Margaret Lincoln of Shepparton. At the age of 21, he 
became the youngest qualified chemist in Victoria at that time. By the late 1930s, Max was 
working in Pakenham, where he was also active in the football, tennis and golf clubs. In 
1941, he married Marion Ahern, daughter of Berwick Shire Secretary James Ahern. During 
WW2, Max served as a chemist in army hospitals and with light field ambulance units in 
Australia. He later served with the 2/1 Casualty Clearing Station at Morotai and Labuan. 
After the war, Max moved to Yackandandah and later Shepparton, where he was a 
pharmacist for many years. Image courtesy of Max’s daughter Angela Wilkinson.

Sapper Joseph LESLIE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 5 June 1899 - Richmond, Victoria 
Enlisted: 5 November 1941 - aged 42
Service: Australian Army (VX65218)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 9 March 1945  
Died: 13 November 1971 - Heidelberg, Victoria - aged 72

Joseph was a WW1 Digger who was farming at Clyde Road, Berwick in the 1930s. He 
was married to Alma Schonfelder. Later, the couple moved to Pakenham Upper, where 
Joseph was an engine driver in one of the local saw mills. During WW2, Joseph served as 
an engine artificer (fitter) with the 4th Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers, including in 
New Guinea. He was discharged in early 1945 as medically unfit. Joseph initially returned 
to Pakenham where he became a farmer, but later left the district. Image courtesy of NAA 
(B883, VX65218).

Corporal William Kenneth (‘Ken’) LINEHAM
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 20 July 1912 - Lang Lang, Victoria 
Enlisted: 20 October 1939 - aged 27
Service: Australian Army (VX5819)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 27 July 1945  
Died: 1965 - Heyfield, Victoria - aged 53

Ken was the son of William and Frances Lineham. His mother, who was widowed when 
Ken was young, moved to Pakenham c. 1914 and later married Norman Vicary. Ken was 
educated at Pakenham State School and later became a quarry worker. During WW2, he 
served with D Coy, 2/7th Battalion in the Middle East, Libya and Greece. Ken was 
promoted “in the field” to the rank of corporal during the Battle for Crete, but was taken 
POW by the Germans. He was interned in several stalags in Germany. Ken returned to 
Pakenham in June 1945. He married Marjorie Scanlan in 1948. Ken was labouring in the 
Heyfield district when he died in 1965. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX5819).
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Far Left: Aub Long (circled) 
with other members of the 
52nd Battalion militia at 
Seymour in 1939. Also in 
the photograph is Aub’s 
brother-in-law Bob Cooke 
(middle row second from 
left) (Courtesy of Deidre 
Murdoch). Left: John Long, 
who was stationed as a 
police officer at St Kilda 
Road and Government 
House, used to regularly 
stand guard at the Shrine 
o f R e m e m b r a n c e i n 
Melbourne (Courtesy of 
Graeme Long). 

Signalman Laurence Aubrey (‘Aub’) LONG
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 16 January 1912 - Lincoln, England 
Enlisted: 26 January 1942 - aged 30 
Service: Australian Army (VX69896)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 7 November 1945  
Died: 19 August 2008 - Cranbourne - aged 96

Aub was the eldest child of Alfred and Maude Long. He farmed at Pakenham Upper where 
he also worked as a labourer and cut timber. Aub married Helen Lacon in 1936 and 
eventually had three children. From 1938, he was a member of the local 52nd Battalion 
militia unit. During WW2, Aub served as a signaller with the 4th Division Signals in 
Western Australia and Far North Queensland. He was also attached to Torres Strait Force 
on Horn Island, supporting RAAF signals at the large airstrip there. Late in the War, Aub 
qualified as a signals operator with distinction. After the War, Aub farmed at Lang Lang. 
Image courtesy of Aub’s daughter Deidre Murdoch.

Stoker Petty Officer John Henry LONG 
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 19 July 1921 - Lincoln, England 
Enlisted: 6 February 1939 - aged 17
Service: Royal Australian Navy (22814)
Served: HMAS Hobart, Maryborough, Vendetta & other postings
Discharged: 11 November 1947  
Died: 14 July 2002 - Kilsyth, Victoria - aged 80

John was a son of Alfred and Maude Long. The Long family migrated from England in 
1925 and acquired “Lincoln” at Pakenham Upper, where they grew potatoes. During 
WW2, John served on HMAS Hobart, which did convoy duty between Colombo and the 
Middle East and took part in British operations against the Italians in the Mediterranean 
and East Africa. John’s later postings included HMAS Vendetta, which did convoy escort 
duty and anti-submarine operations in Australian and New Guinea waters. In 1942, John 
married Iris Pavey. From 1952 to 1970, John served with Victoria Police, including at St 
Kilda Road and Government House. Image courtesy of John’s son Graeme Long.
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ELSIE COOKE’S WAR
Aub and John Long’s sister Elsie also served in WW2, but is not listed on the local 
war memorials. Elsie grew up at “Lincoln”, the Long family’s Pakenham Upper 
property. In 1938, she married Robert (Bob) Cooke, (Image 1) and by the time he 
joined the AIF in January 1941, they had a young daughter Anne (Image 2 shows 
Bob in uniform with Anne). In March 1941, Bob was sent to Darwin with the 2/21st 
Battalion. Elsie would never see Bob again. Following the entry of Japan into the 
War, the 2/21 Battalion formed the core of “Gull Force”, which was sent to Ambon to 
help the Dutch defend strategic points there. The Dutch and Australian forces were 
ill-prepared and when the Japanese invasion came in early 1942, they were quickly 
overwhelmed. Bob was taken POW, but all the family heard was that he was 
“missing, believed prisoner”. Then followed more than three years of silence. 

Meanwhile, in late June 1942, Elsie herself decided to join the Australian Women’s 
Army Service. She had been working as a laundress before enlisting. Elsie had to 
leave Anne with her parents at Pakenham Upper, as women enlisting in the Army 
were not supposed to have children. Elsie, who became Private Elsie Cooke 
(VF345707), served with the Australian Staff Corps Mess and later as a clerk with 
Victoria Lines of Communication HQ in Melbourne. Elsie qualified as a typist, and 
was later promoted to the rank of acting Corporal (Image 3 shows Elsie in uniform 
with a friend). Her family jokes that Elsie served overseas, having been sent at one 
stage to Tasmania! In August 1945, Elsie was given two days leave to mark VP Day. 
Then came some good news: Bob had been found alive on Ambon and evacuated 
to an Australian military hospital at Morotai (Image 4 is an envelope signed by other 
POWs on Ambon when Bob was evacuated to Morotai). Bob was able to write home 
to Elsie, explaining that the Japanese had never let the POWs send or receive mail. 
Bob’s daughter Anne remembers the family began to put together a parcel to send 
to him at Morotai. Bob though, was critically ill, suffering from severe malnutrition 
and berri-berri. Indeed, although he now had good food to eat, he could not stomach 
it. Tragically, Bob passed away just days later. Anne was with her grandmother 
knitting some socks for her father when the telegram arrived notifying them of his 
death. She remembers her grandmother wiping away the tears with her pinafore. 
Bob was buried at the Australian War Cemetery on Morotai (Image 5). 

Elsie was discharged from the Army in December 1945. She obtained office work 
and in 1947 married Walter Nicholson and settled at Ivanhoe. In later life, Elsie and 
Walter retired to Caloundra in Queensland. Elsie passed away on 31 December 
2017, aged 98. Images courtesy of Elsie and Bob’s daughter, Anne Him. 
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Above left: Victor and Annie Maher had eight children - six sons and two daughters. This photograph shows Annie Maher and her children 
in 1961 - Back row (LtoR): Sheila Ruston, Matthew Maher, Mrs Annie Maher, Greg Maher, Thomas Maher & Kate Coughlan. Front row: 
Jack Maher, Paddy Maher, Frances Waterson and Mickey Maher (Courtesy Frances Waterson). Above right: the Maher boys were also 
noted footballers. This photograph shows Mickey (1), Jack (2) & Paddy Maher (3) in the Pakenham team which won the 1952 WGFL 
Premiership (Courtesy of Josie Maher). 
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Private Gregory John MAHER
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 August 1921 - Stratford, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 September 1941 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V202019 / VX91216)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific
Discharged: 29 March 1946  
Died: 10 August 2003 - Gosford, NSW - aged 82

Greg was one of Victor and Annie Maher’s eight children. His father worked at Pakenham 
Railway Station from c. 1925. Greg attended St Patrick’s School and later became a truck 
driver and cement worker. He was also a keen cyclist. During WW2, Greg served with the 
5 Docks Operating Coy as a stevedore and winch operator. He was in Darwin during 
some of the Japanese bombing attacks in 1943 and was later deployed to Morotai. In 
1945, Greg married Betty Stapleton in Sydney. After WW2, he worked as a crane driver in 
Sydney, before becoming a farmer at Marsden Park. Later, Greg and Betty lived in Parkes 
before retiring to Gosford. Image courtesy of Greg’s sister Frances Waterson.

Sapper Patrick Maurice (‘Paddy’) MAHER
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 17 March 1924 - Oakleigh, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 April 1942 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V285904 / VX124562) 
Served: Australia & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 27 November 1945  
Died: 9 March 2000 - Kilmore, Victoria - aged 75

Paddy was one of Victor and Anne Maher’s six sons. After finishing school at St Patrick’s, 
he became a butcher’s assistant. During WW2, Paddy served with anti-aircraft search light 
units in Queensland. Towards the end of the War, he served as an engine hand at Morotai 
in the Netherlands East Indies. After returning to Pakenham, Paddy obtained a job as a 
timber worker and later became a PMG linesman. He married Aileen Byrne in 1948. Like 
other members of the Maher family, Paddy was a talented sportsman and is regarded as 
one of the Pakenham Football Club’s finest rovers ever. Paddy and Aileen later settled at 
Kilmore. Image courtesy of Diane Dunn.
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Far left: “Goronga” at 
Pakenham Upper. The 
house was built by Jim 
a n d B i l l M a n n ’ s 
grandparents William 
and Matilda Raleigh in 
the late 1880s and is 
one of the most  historic  
p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e 
Pakenham district. Left: 
Bill as a boy with his 
father Sir Frederick 
Mann at “Goronga” in 
more relaxing times 
(Courtesy of Elizabeth 
Fraser). 

Lieutenant William Raleigh (‘Bill’) MANN
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 17 November 1915 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 November 1939 - aged 23
Service: Australian Army (VX3933)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 3 August 1945  
Died: 23 September 2002 - Pakenham, Victoria.- aged 86

Bill was the younger son of Sir Frederick and Lady Mann. He was educated at Geelong 
Grammar and was a keen rower. Bill was working as a clerk when he became one of the 
first people from Pakenham to enlist in the AIF. He served as a platoon commander with A 
Company, 2/6 Battalion in the Middle East, Libya and Greece. In April 1941, Bill was 
wounded and captured by the Germans during a fierce battle at the Corinth Canal Bridge 
in Greece. He was subsequently interned as a POW in Germany. After the War, Bill took 
over “Goronga”, becoming a local orchardist, farmer and grazier. Image courtesy of Bill’s 
daughter, Elizabeth Fraser. 

Lieutenant James Gilbert (‘Jim’) MANN+
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 29 July 1913 - South Yarra, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 May 1940 - aged 26
Service: Australian Army (VX14000) 
Served: Australia, Middle East & Greece  
Killed in action: 29 May 1941 - Drowned at sea near Crete - aged 27

Jim was the eldest son of Chief Justice Sir Frederick Mann and his wife Adeline (nee 
Raleigh) who owned “Goronga” at Pakenham Upper. Jim attended Geelong Grammar and 
studied arts / law at Melbourne University. He was Victoria’s Rhodes Scholar for 1935 and 
studied at Oxford and was admitted as a barrister to the London “Bar”. Jim practised as a 
barrister in Melbourne before enlisting in the AIF. He commanded B Troop 7th Battery, 2/3 
Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment in the Middle East and Libya. Sent to Crete, Jim’s unit was 
part of the unsuccessful defence of Heraklion. Jim drowned during the subsequent Allied 
evacuation from Crete, after having selflessly assisted other survivors from the stricken 
HMS Hereward. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX14000).
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Lieutenant Bill Mann and the defence of the Corinth Canal
During the Allied retreat from Greece, A Coy, 2/6 Battalion AIF, consisting of 110 men and 
officers, was detached to help defend the bridge over the Corinth Canal. Amongst them was 
Lt. Bill Mann of Pakenham Upper who commanded the 8th Platoon. Holding the Corinth 
Canal bridge was vital to enabling thousands of retreating Allied troops to be evacuated 
through the southern ports of Greece. On Anzac Day 1941, the 8th Platoon dug in on the 
northern approaches to the bridge. The first enemy attack was not long in coming, beginning 
that evening, with the German Luftwaffe strafing Allied positions and bombing the anti-aircraft 
batteries. At 0615 hours 26 April, a large force of Stuka dive-bombers attacked the Allied 
positions, knocking out all of the anti-aircraft guns. The suddenness and intensity of the 
attack left many of the defenders stunned. Soon the sky was literally black with masses of 
German paratroopers descending from planes and gliders. Estimates of how many 
paratroopers were involved varied from around 800 up to 2,000. The paratroopers landed on 
both sides of the canal with the objective of seizing the bridge. As recorded in the official 
Australian war history, Bill Mann’s 8th Platoon was in the thick of the fighting: “An aircraft-load 
of paratroops floated down into the area held by Mann’s platoon. The Australians shot some 
of them as they came down. ‘Some of the enemy were firing as they descended but most 
were too busy swinging about’, wrote an Australian afterwards. Mann’s platoon was soon 
under fire from paratroops on bare mounds of clay immediately overlooking it. Seeking cover 
Mann was wounded and several of his men killed.” (Long pp. 166-167). 

Meanwhile, German paratroopers had succeeded in seizing the bridge, but it was destroyed 
at 0830, probably by Australians who fired at the explosive charges they had previously laid 
(Ibid). Now totally cut off from the main body of Allied forces south of the canal, the 
Australians continued to fight for another three hours until they were almost out of 
ammunition. Some New Zealanders continued the fight for a little longer. By the end of the 
day, over 900 British and Commonwealth troops had been taken prisoner, including Bill 
Mann. Apparently he received medical treatment in Greece from the 2/5th Australian General 
Hospital (AGH), whose members were themselves POWs, having elected to remain behind 
to treat wounded allied soldiers. Bill was then sent to Germany where he remained a POW 
until he was liberated in April 1945. 

Image 1: Hand-drawn map from the 2/6th Battalion Unit War Diary showing the German 
attack on the Corinth Canal Bridge (AWM52 - Item: 8/3/6 - Title: 2/6th Infantry Battalion 
February - June 1941 p. 79. Reproduced with permission of the Australian Army History Unit); 
Image 2: Photograph showing the bridge over the narrow canal (Courtesy of AWM - J03212); 
Image 3: German paratroopers descending from the air over Greece (Courtesy of Karl Webster); Image 4: Newspaper cutting of Bill 
Mann’s return to Australia (Courtesy of Elizabeth Fraser). 
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Sergeant Edith Marjory MAPLESON
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 13 October 1922 - Wonthaggi, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 January 1943 - aged 20 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (105142)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 25 September 1945  
Died: 2005 - Place not known - aged 82 or 83

Edith was the daughter of Henry and Edith Mapleson, orchardists at Pakenham Upper. 
She attended Pakenham Upper School and packed apples for Valley View Orchard. Later, 
Edith gained general nursing experience at the Austin Hospital. She initially enlisted in the 
RAAF as a sick quarters attendant, but later served as a nursing orderly at RAAF 
hospitals in Melbourne and Wagga Wagga. Edith married Leading Aircraftman Cyril Kerr 
(119820) in 1945. Although not included on the Pakenham Upper Roll of Honour, Edith’s 
father served in the Army from 1941 to 1943 as a private (V16963) with the 11 Australian 
Supply Depot Coy. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 105142).

Private Gordon MARSDEN
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 20 December 1923 - Albury, NSW 
Enlisted: 7 February 1942 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army V502294 / VX123507
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 18 April 1946
Died: 9 September 1994 - Redcliffe, Queensland - aged 70 

Gordon was one of eleven children born to Frederick and Catherine Marsden of 
Pakenham Upper. He was a saw cutter when he enlisted at Mansfield. Gordon served as 
a driver, including with the 2/105 Australian General Transport Coy in New Guinea. In 
November 1944, he married Gladys Duckwitz. Gordon later served at Morotai. After the 
War, he settled with Gladys in Queensland and initially worked as a labourer. Interestingly, 
Gordon’s older brother Leslie (VX6429), who is not listed on the Pakenham War Memorial, 
was taken POW by the Germans on Crete and later forced to work at the Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp complex.  Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX123507).

Driver Norman MARSDEN
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 20 December 1923 [actually 1924] - Tallangatta, Victoria 
Enlisted: 10 February 1942 - aged 18 [actually 17]
Service:Australian Army (V143319 / VX100450)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 14 January 1946  
Died: 7 April 2000 - Clayton, Victoria

A younger son of Frederick and Catherine Marsden, Norm was a farm labourer and saw 
miller before WW2. He served with Army transport units, including the 1 Australian Pack 
Transport Unit, which used mules and horses to supply Australian forces fighting the 
Japanese on the Kokoda Track. Later, Norm was a driver with Army transport units in  
Queensland and at Morotai. He was also part of “Makforce” which was sent to Makassar 
in October 1945 to help restore order there. Norm married Clarice Cullen in 1950 and 
settled at Clayton South, where his brother Alf had a major interstate trucking business. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX100450).
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Image 1: Constable Jim Marshall on his 
horse “Snowy”. Jim did his rounds of the 
Pakenham district on horseback well into the 
1930s; Image 2: Lennie with his sisters 
Thelma, Alma and Norma during WW2 at the 
Mount Martha army camp on the Mornington 
Peninsula; Image 3: Lennie and other 
Pakenham Fire Brigade members at the 
1969 Mildura Fire Brigade Demonstration 
(LtoR): John Dunn, Lennie Marshall, Noel 
Webster & Frank Ramsdale - all were WW2 
Diggers except for John Dunn; Image 4: 
Lennie with Tom Goldsack and Bernie Drake 
at “Bunny’s” 80th birthday. Images courtesy 
of Diane Dunn, Thelma Young, Alma Patullo 
& Bev Hind.
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Private Leonard James (‘Lennie’) MARSHALL
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 October 1922 - Armadale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 October 1941 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V285089 / VX114855)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 4 April 1946  
Died: 29 November 1998 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 76 

Lennie was the son of Constable Jim Marshall and his wife Nellie. After leaving school, 
Lennie worked as a bricklayer for Mr Ambrose and at Bob Ramage’s produce store. During 
WW2, he served as a cook, including with the 116 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment in WA. In 
September 1945, Lennie was deployed to the 5 POW Reception Camp in Singapore. He 
married Joyce Murphy in 1946 and later worked as a PMG linesman. Lennie was actively 
involved with many community organisations, most notably the Pakenham Football Club (of 
which he was a life member), Pakenham RSL and the Pakenham Fire Brigade, which he 
first joined in 1940. Image courtesy of Lennie’s sisters Thelma Young & Alma Patullo. 
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Private Maxwell Raymond (‘Max’) MARTIN
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 27 September 1915 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 24 May 1940 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (VX16864)
Served: Australia, Middle East, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 8 October 1946  
Died: Not known

Max was the eldest son of Sydney and Alma Martin of Mount Burnett and later Cockatoo.  
He was an orchard hand and truck driver for Valley View Orchard and served with the local 
militia. During WW2, Max served as a driver / mechanic with 7th Division Supply Column 
Australian Army Service Corps. He was wounded during the siege of Tobruk. In May 1942, 
Max married Isabella Watson Porter. He later served with service and transport units at 
Milne Bay, Morotai and Balikpapan. After the War, Max worked in a sawmill at Cockatoo. In 
1951 he settled with his family at Highett, later working for the Melbourne & Metropolitan 
Board of Works (now Melbourne Water). Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX16864).

Leading Stoker Reginald James (‘Jimmy’) MARTIN
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 6 July 1923 - Beechworth, Victoria 
Enlisted: 11 May 1943 - aged 19 
Service: Royal Australian Navy (A26664)
Served: HMAS Melville, Cootamundra, Poyang and other postings 
Discharged: 10 May 1955  
Died: 4 September 1992 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 69 

Jimmy was the younger son of Sydney and Alma Martin. During the War, he served as a 
stoker, including at the HMAS Melville naval base in Darwin and on HMAS Cootamundra 
and Poyang in northern Australian, New Guinea and Dutch East Indies waters. After the 
War, Jimmy trained as an aircraft artificer in England and later served as CPO Airman 
Fitter (Engines) with 816 Squadron on the aircraft carriers HMAS Vengeance and Sydney. 
This included service during the Korean War. After leaving the RAN, Jimmy became a 
plant engineer / supervisor at Rosella and Unilever Foods. In April 1950, he married 
Theresa Ryan and later settled in Clayton. Image courtesy of Jimmy’s son Ray Martin.

Leading Aircraftman Frederick James (‘Fred’) MATTHEWS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 13 October 1898 - Surrey, England 
Enlisted: 18 May 1942 - aged 43
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (55971)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 27 November 1945
Died: 10 September 1969 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 70  

English-born Fred was the son of Solomon and Emily Matthews who migrated to Australia 
in 1912. The family was related to Methuselah Covey, who was one of Pakenham’s WW1 
Diggers. Fred was a carpenter and joiner by trade. From 1914 to 1919 he was apprenticed 
to John Sharp & Sons of South Melbourne, then to A.J. Hill of Berwick. The council table 
in the former Berwick Shire Chambers in Pakenham is a fine example of Fred’s 
craftsmanship. Fred married Violet Lewis in 1924. During WW2, he served as a carpenter 
rigger with the RAAF including at Bairnsdale and West Sale. Fred later worked as a 
builder in Pakenham. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301,  55971).
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Left: Jack McGann studied at             
St Patrick’s Pakenham in the 1930s. 
Th is photograph shows Jack 
standing outside the church with 
(LtoR): David Bourke, Bernard 
McGann and Kevin Clarke on 
horseback (Courtesy of the late 
Kevin Clarke). Jack’s family were 
devout Catholics. His father Joseph 
volunteered for a period as a builder 
with the Catholic missions in the 
Solomon Islands. Jack himself 
appears to have once considered 
becoming a Marist Brother, studying 
at the Marist Junioriate at Mittagong, 
where he obtained his leaving 
certificate in 1943. 

Private Charles Clement MAY
Pakenham & District War Memorial & Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 2 January 1916 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 10 March 1942 - aged 26
Service: Australian Army (VX77535)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 19 December 1945  
Died: 16 March 1976 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 60 

Charles was the son of Charles and Mary May. He worked as a farm labourer at 
Pakenham South before WW2. Charles served in New Guinea with the 2/24th Battalion, 
which saw action at Lae, Finschhafen and Sattelberg. After a period of intensive training 
on the Atherton Tableland in far north Queensland, Charles then served on Bougainville. 
After the War, he returned to the district and farmed for a period, before becoming a 
builders’ labourer and later a State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SEV) employee. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX77535). 

Flight Sergeant John Joseph (‘Jack’) McGANN 
Born: 16 June 1924 - Woodend, Victoria 
Enlisted: 20 April 1944 - aged 19
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (449629 / 036084)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 16 November 1945  
Died: 1999 - Townsville, Queensland - aged 75 or 76

Jack was the son of Joseph and Mary McGann of “Mount Carmel”, Toomuc Valley. He 
attended St Patrick’s School in Pakenham and St Patrick’s College, Sale. During WW2, 
Jack served as an RAAF navigator. After the War, he became a meteorologist working at 
Launceston. In 1951, Jack volunteered for service with the RAAF in Japan. He was posted 
to No 391 Base Squadron as a Flight Lieutenant (Meteorological). Jack also served in the 
Korean War. He left the RAAF in 1954. He returned to the Bureau of Meteorology and was 
posted to places such as Port Headland, Darwin and Townsville. By the 1970s, Jack and 
his wife Joan were living in Townsville. Image courtesy of NAA (A12372, R/36084/H). 
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Signalman Keith Leslie James McKAY [MacKAY]
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 9 February 1919 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 15 April 1940 - aged 21
Service: Australian Army (V73121 / VX85987)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 7 March 1945  
Died: Not known

Not to be confused with Keith McKay who was Berwick Shire Secretary in the late 1940s 
and early 1950s, Keith was the son of Sarah MacKay, who operated tea rooms in Main 
Street, Pakenham with her sister Eveline Gabbett. Keith was a mechanic by trade and 
was working in a Melbourne jam factory before enlisting in the Army. He initially served as 
a driver with signals units in Victoria and Queensland and later as a cook with the 13 
Australian Water Transport Coy. 

Private Frank Ernest MENSFORTH
Pakenham Upper Roll of Honour
Born: 29 June 1923 - Hay, NSW 
Enlisted: 8 January 1942 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V285212 / VX143680) 
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 10 April 1945  
Died: 20 April 1999 - Deniliquin, NSW - aged 75

Frank was the son of George and Annie Mensforth of Willandoo Station near Balranald, 
NSW. Frank was working at Valley View orchard and boarding with the Buckland family at 
Pakenham Upper when he enlisted. He subsequently served with the 24th Battalion in 
Queensland, New Guinea (where he contracted malaria) and on Bougainville. After the 
War, Frank returned to NSW where he worked for a time as a station hand on Yilgah 
Station at Hillston in the Riverina and later as a carrier in that district. Frank and his wife 
Doris later lived around Deniliquin. Image courtesy of the Buckland family.

Leading Aircraftman Raymond Owen MILLINGTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 1 October 1923 - Somerville, Victoria 
Enlisted: 10 September 1942 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (118201)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 13 January 1947  
Died: 17 June 1989 - Silvan, Victoria - aged 65

Raymond was the son of Frederick and Margaret Millington. His father was the 
refrigeration engineer at the Pakenham Cool Stores in Bald Hill Road. Raymond also 
worked at the Cool Stores. During WW2, he served as a flight mechanic and fitter with the 
RAAF in Australia. After the War, Raymond worked as a mechanic and later became a 
market gardener with his brother Harley at Silvan. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 
118201). 
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Able Seaman Anthony Robert (‘Bob’) MOON +
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 11 August 1920 - Buchan, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 February 1939 - aged 18 
Service: Royal Australian Navy (22813)
Served: HMAS Parramatta  
Killed in action: 27 November 1941 - Sinking of HMAS Parramatta - aged 21 

Bob was one of Albert and Agatha Moon’s five children. Originally from Buchan in East 
Gippsland, the Moon family moved to Pakenham East in the early 1930s. Bob attended St 
Patrick’s School and worked as a grocer’s assistant before enlisting in the RAN. From 
1940, he served on the HMAS Parramatta, seeing action in the Red Sea and  
Mediterranean. HMAS Parramatta helped supply the besieged Australian garrison at 
Tobruk, surviving German dive-bombing attacks. However, on 27 November 1941, the 
ship was torpedoed by a German u-boat and sank quickly. Bob was amongst the 138 lives 
lost on board. Image courtesy of Bob’s relative June Marlin. 

Leading Stores Assistant John Terence Albert (‘Jack’) MOON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 19 June 1918 - Bairnsdale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 22 June 1938 - aged 20
Service: Royal Australian Navy (22222)
Served: HMAS Bungaree, Dubbo, Wilcannia and other postings
Discharged: 14 February 1947  
Died: 14 January 2007 - Milperra, NSW - aged 88

Jack was the older brother of Bob Moon. A carpenter by trade, he joined the RAN before 
WW2. From June 1941 to August 1942, Jack served on HMAS Bungaree, which laid 
mines in Australian and New Guinea waters and was in Sydney Harbour during the 
infamous Japanese midget submarine attack. He then served on HMAS Dubbo, a 
minesweeper stationed at Fremantle and on HMAS Wilcannia. In 1942, Jack married 
Elizabeth Flynn at North Sydney. After WW2, Jack settled in Sydney where he worked as 
a waterside worker and a tally clerk on the wharves. He and his family later settled at 
Padstow in south-western Sydney. Image courtesy of Jack’s son Larry Moon. 

Private Lawrence Joseph (‘Larry’ or ‘Bat’) MOON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 29 January 1927 - Bairnsdale, Victoria 
Enlisted: 6 March 1945 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (VX96587 / 3843)
Served: Australia & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 7 June 1948 (then transferred to the permanent Australian Army)  
Died: 21 September 2008 - Ashgrove, Queensland - aged 81 

Nick-named ‘Bat’, Larry was the youngest of the Moon brothers to serve. He was still in 
training with the AIF when WW2 ended, but served with 67th Battalion AIF in Japan. Bat 
joined the permanent army in 1948 and served with the Royal Australian Regiment (RAR) 
in Korea, the Malayan Emergency and Vietnam. He was also a member of the Australian 
contingent to the Queen’s Coronation in London. Bat later trained as a parachutist and 
was the first Company Sergeant Major of the elite Special Air Service. Prior to retiring in 
1969, Larry was RSM of 2RAR with the rank of Warrant Officer Class 1. He married 
Therese Gordon in 1957. Image courtesy of NAA (B2458, 3843).
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Pakenham Digger at The Queen’s Coronation
In 1953, Larry “Bat” Moon was a member of the 250 strong Australian Military Contingent to 
the Coronation of HM Queen Elizabeth II in London (Image 1). The youngest son of Albert 
and Agatha Moon of Pakenham East, Larry joined the AIF in March 1945 and later served 
with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan before joining the permanent 
army. The Contingent sailed to England on the HMAS Sydney stopping en-route at Ceylon, 
Aden, Suez, Libya, Malta and Gibraltar. Image 2 shows Larry after he arrived in London, 
feeding the pigeons in Trafalgar Square. Members of the Contingent (including Larry) had the 
honour of standing guard at Buckingham Palace (Image 3) prior to participating in the 
Coronation Day Parade on June 2 1953. That day, the contingent marched 17 miles through 
the streets of London (Image 4 - Larry is circled in red). The following day, the Queen and 
Prince Philip inspected the Contingent, presenting each member with the official Coronation 
Medal. Before leaving England, the Contingent took part in the Coronation Naval Review. 
The Contingent returned to Australia via Canada, the United States, Jamaica, the Panama 
Canal, Hawaii and New Zealand. In five months, they had covered 30,000 miles and crossed 
the Equator twice (www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/the-coronation-contingent-of-1953).

Interestingly, an earlier Pakenham resident, Alfred Hillman (Image 5), who was a veteran of 
the Boer War, had been a member of the official contingent sent to the coronation of the 
Queen’s great-grandfather King Edward VII in 1902. (Image 1: Museums Victoria Collections 
accessed 24/10/19: https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/1783987; Images 2 & 4 
Courtesy of Therese Moon; Image 3: Courtesy of AWM 03044; Image 5: BPHS Collection). 
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Sapper Edward Charles (‘Ted’) MUNCKTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 8 May 1916 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 2 March 1942 - aged 25 
Service: Australian Army (VX76956)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 29 January 1946  
Died: 15 September 1995 - Bairnsdale, Victoria - aged 79 

Ted was the second child of James and Ethel Munckton. He worked in local saw mills and 
as a truck driver. Ted married Esme (May) Brunsden in 1938. During WW2, he served with 
the 2/11 Field Coy, including at Adelaide River in the NT and in New Guinea, where he 
contracted malaria. Later, Ted qualified as an excavator operator and served at Morotai, 
Balikpapan and Tarakan in the Netherlands East Indies. After being discharged, he 
obtained a soldier-settlement farm on Switchback Road near Hazelwood in the Latrobe 
Valley, where he went in for dairying. Ted and May later lived at Leongatha and Inverloch. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX76956). 

Private Herbert George (‘Bert’) MUNCKTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 12 February 1922 - Pakenham Upper, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 October 1941 -  aged 19 
Service: Australian Army (V285007 / VX123351)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 15 May 1945  
Died: 17 October 2012 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 90

Bert was the fourth child of James and Ethel Munckton. He worked as a labourer before 
WW2. He subsequently served as a driver, mechanic and fitter with various Army transport 
units including the 2 Tank Transport Coy and 2/163 Australian General Transport Coy. 
After WW2, Bert returned to Pakenham where he cut timber for a time and married 
Frances Goldsack. The couple spent a number of years on a share farm at Pakenham 
South and later had their own dairy and egg farm at Nar Nar Goon. Bert trained and raced 
pacing horses and in later life operated a briquette and petrol business in Racecourse 
Road, Pakenham. Image courtesy of Bert’s children. 

Sapper Ronald Aaron MURPHY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 23 April 1922 - Whittlesea, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 October 1941 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (V285072 / VX107278)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 25 June 1946  
Died: 9 December 2015 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 93

Ron was the younger son of Aaron and Beatrice Murphy. The Murphy family had an 
orchard in Army Road, which Ron worked on before WW2. He subsequently served as a 
gunner with 116 Light Anti-aircraft Regiment in WA (together with his good friend Lennie 
Marshall) and later with 54 Field Park Coy on the Atherton Tablelands in far north 
Queensland. After the War, Ron returned to orcharding locally and played football for 
Pakenham. In 1950, he married Phyllis Stuchbery from Pakenham Upper. The couple later 
settled on an orchard at St George’s Road, Beaconsfield Upper. Their home was 
destroyed in the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfires. Image courtesy of Diane Dunn.  
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Leading Aircraftman Bertram John (‘Bert’) NEIL
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 13 November 1925 - Heyfield, Victoria 
Enlisted: 16 February 1944 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (147129)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 4 June 1946  
Died: Not known

Bert was the son of William and Ada Neil of “Moaska”, Pakenham East. He was a truck 
driver and carrier by trade. During WW2, Bert served as a motor transport driver. He had a 
total of 14 months’ overseas service from February 1945 to May 1946, including a period 
with No 74 Wing RAAF, which was attached to Northern Command in New Guinea. Prior 
to being demobilised, Bert was serving as a guard. Bert married Mary Carmel Robertson 
in 1948. By the early 1960s, they were living in Essendon, where Bert was listed on the 
electoral roll as a “tally clerk”. The couple later settled at Ringwood. Image courtesy of 
NAA (A9301, 147129). 

Craftsman John William NEWSON
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 20 December 1904 - West Ham, England 
Enlisted: 29 May 1940 - aged 35
Service: Australian Army (VX18416)
Served: Australia, Middle East, New Guinea & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 10 December 1945  
Died: 3 September 1989 - Nambour, Queensland - aged 84

English-born John migrated to Australia in late 1924 and by the late 1920s was working as 
a labourer around Koo Wee Rup. He was labouring at Pakenham Upper when he joined 
the AIF in 1940. John subsequently served as a driver and mechanic with the 2/4th Field 
Regiment in the Middle East and with the 2/51 Light Aid Detachment in New Guinea. He 
also served at Morotai and Balikpapan. By the early 1950s, John had moved to 
Queensland, where he settled at Nambour working as a joiner. John later married 
Butteress Irene Lowe. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX18416). 

Corporal Arthur James NORRIS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 6 March 1915 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 November 1939 - aged 24 
Service: Australian Army (VX4022)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & New Guinea
Discharged: 7 September 1945  
Died: 11 January 1987 - Heidelberg, Victoria - aged 71

Arthur was the youngest son of George and Laura Norris, whose orchard “Bushy Nook”  
was off Norris Road. Arthur was working at Giles’ grocery store in Pakenham East when 
he enlisted. He served as a driver with the 2/5th Battalion in the Middle East and Greece 
and was promoted to corporal in July 1941. From late 1942, Arthur served in New Guinea, 
where the 2/5th Battalion played an important role in both the defence of Wau and the 
Australian advance on Salamaua. In late 1943, he married his sweetheart Dorothea Giles. 
After the War, Arthur worked for Vacuum Oil (later Mobil) as a tanker driver, settling with 
Dorothea at Seddon. Image courtesy of Arthur’s son, Ray Norris. 
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Signalman Harold Charles NORRIS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 March 1907 - Nar Nar Goon, Victoria 
Enlisted: 15 July 1940 - aged 33 
Service: Australian Army (VX43419)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea
Discharged: 9 June 1944  
Died: 10 November 1971 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 64

Harold was the eldest son of George and Laura Norris of “Bushy Nook” off Norris Road. 
Before WW2, Harold was a local orchardist / farmer. He served as a signaller with the 7th 
Division in Palestine and Syria, then in New Guinea. He married Honorah (Nora) Carney 
in 1943. After the War, Harold initially worked for his father-in-law Mick Carney, before 
joining the Railways. In later life, he worked at the Pakenham Racecourse. Harold was a 
member of the Pakenham Show committee. Image courtesy of Harold’s daughter, Joan 
Lewis. 

Private Edward Warner (‘Ted’) NYE
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 25 November 1914 - St Kilda, Victoria 
Enlisted: 20 May 1941 - aged 26
Service: Australian Army (VX56290)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 1 March 1946  
Died: 25 April 1981 - Moonee Ponds, Victoria - aged 66 

Ted was the son of Edward Pilgrim Nye and his wife Mabel Warner, who were both 
originally from Pakenham Upper. Ted grew up at Sunshine before moving to Pakenham 
Upper where he worked on the orchards. Ted fought with the 39th Battalion on the Kokoda 
Track and at Gona in New Guinea. He was wounded twice and carried shrapnel in him for 
the rest of his life. Ted later served with the 16 Australian Works Coy on Bougainville. After 
the War, he returned to orcharding and eventually bought the “Burrs” at Pakenham Upper 
which had been owned by his mother’s family. Ted married Helen Gray later in life. Image 
courtesy of NAA (B883, VX56290).

Aircraftwoman Louisa Gladys ORCHARD
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 19 March 1917 - West Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 September 1944 - aged 27 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (174508) 
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 11 February 1946  
Died: 19 December 1994 - Fawkner, Victoria - aged 77

Louisa was the daughter of Albert and Helena Orchard of King Street, Pakenham East. 
Before WW2, she worked for Evelyn Gabbett in her Main Street cafe and as a 
housekeeper at Pakenham East. Louisa also had home nursing experience. During WW2, 
she served as a cook in the WAAAF. Louisa married William Wallace Davis, a railway 
employee. The couple later settled at Fawkner in northern Melbourne. Image courtesy of 
NAA (A9301, 174508).
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Corporal John Montague (‘Jack’) PEPPER
Pakenham & District War Memorial
Born: 5 April 1918 - Yarra Glen, Victoria 
Enlisted: 16 August 1940 - aged 22 
Service: Australian Army (V42319) / Royal Australian Air Force (41110)
Served: Australia & United Kingdom
Discharged: 14 February 1946  
Died: 10 January 2010 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 91 years. 

Jack was the youngest child of Alexander and Louisa Pepper of “The Meadows”, 
Pakenham. Before the War, he worked on local orchards, with Laurence Bros Talkies and 
as a mechanic. Jack initially served with the 52nd Battalion before enlisting with the RAAF 
in June 1941. He was a flight mechanic and fitter in both Australia and England. Jack 
married Ivy Buckland in 1948. He was a very dedicated member of the Pakenham Fire 
Brigade (serving as captain), the Hall Committee and local sporting clubs. Jack suffered a 
brain haemorrhage in 1960 and after recovering, worked for the Berwick Shire’s Roads 
Department until he retired. Image courtesy of the Pakenham Gazette.

Corporal Allan Joseph PHILLIPS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 2 February 1903 [actually 1900] - Stawell, Victoria  
Enlisted: 7 January 1942 - aged 38 [actually 41]
Service: Australian Army (VX71304)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 28 March 1945  
Died: 25 October 1968 - Coldstream, Victoria - aged 68 

Alan was a school teacher at Carlton when he enlisted for WW1 in November 1918, just 
days before the Armistice. Later, Allan was Head Teacher at Toomuc Valley School from 
1937 until he enlisted in the Army in early 1942. Allan served with the 2/2 Pioneers in WA 
before being sent to New Guinea. He was with the first airborne troops into the Markham 
Valley and took part in the capture of Lae. Allan later underwent amphibious training at 
Trinity Beach in Queensland. He was discharged as medically unfit in early 1945, having 
previously contracted malaria in New Guinea and suffering from deafness. Allan later 
purchased a property in the Toomuc Valley. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX71304). 

Sergeant Cecil Henley POBJOY
Born: 16 December 1904 - Poowong, Victoria 
Enlisted: 28 March 1940 - aged 35
Service: Australian Army (VX17573)
Served: Australia & Middle East 
Discharged: 5 October 1944  
Died: 8 December 1994 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 89

Cecil was the son of Arthur and Mary Pobjoy. He and his wife Lillian moved to Pakenham 
in 1931, where they had a small dairy in Main Street, next to the Presbyterian Church. 
Cecil was secretary of the Pakenham Football Club and played in the 1936 premiership 
winning team. He was also actively involved with the Pakenham Fire Brigade and the Hall 
and Recreation Reserve Committees. During WW2, Cecil served as a records clerk, 
including with the 2/6th Battalion in Palestine. Cecil later resumed his career as a local 
dairyman, before moving to Dandenong, where he lived for the rest of his life. Image 
courtesy of NAA (B883, VX17573). 
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Leading Aircraftman George Henry PRIEST
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 12 April 1914 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 February 1941 - aged 26
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (13010)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific
Discharged: 12 December 1945  
Died: 10 September 1986 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 72

George was the son of George Henry Priest senior and his wife Dagmar Holdensen, who 
were both from pioneering Pakenham Upper orcharding families.  George grew up on his 
parents’ Army Road property and became an orchardist himself. During WW2, he served 
as an aircraft hand, flight rigger and fitter including with 457 Squadron RAAF at 
Livingstone in the Northern Territory, Morotai and Labuan. George returned to orcharding 
after the War. He married Phyllis Jeremiah in 1949 and eventually moved to Snodgrass 
Street in Pakenham East. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 13010). 

Driver Cecil Percy (‘Cec’) PURTON  
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 9 December 1906 - Toowoomba, Queensland 
Enlisted: 7 February 1942 - aged 35 
Service: Australian Army (VX73618)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 22 November 1945  
Died: 29 March 1991 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 84

Cec was a son of Gerald and Marie Purton of “Mount Pleasant”, Pakenham. Educated at 
Melbourne Grammar, Cec and his brother Ken became leading local dairy farmers, known 
for their Ayrshire cattle. During WW2, Cec served with service and transport companies 
and drove trucks between Alice Springs and Darwin. At one stage he shared a tent with 
future Brownlow medalist Bert Deacon. In 1947, Cec married Caroline Webster. He was 
active with the Berwick Show Committee, Berwick Masonic Lodge, Pakenham RSL and St 
James’ Church, serving on the Vestry for 53 years and 35 years as Church secretary. 
Image courtesy of Cec’s daughter Helen Michener. 

Leading Aircraftman David Norman POUND
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 13 October 1922 - Chillington, Devon England 
Enlisted: 12 August 1941 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (42284)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 1 May 1946  
Died: 21 February 1976 - Oakleigh, Victoria - aged 54

David was the eldest son of Wilfred and Laura Pound. he migrated with his family from 
England in the 1920s. They originally settled at Koo Wee Rup before moving to Mount 
Burnett c. 1937. David worked for Mr Fairbridge, a grocer at Cockatoo. He served in the 
RAAF as an electrician / electrical fitter, including with 8 Squadron in the Darwin area 
during 1943. David later served again in the Northern Territory with 12 Squadron. After the 
War, he became a carpenter and settled in Oakleigh. In 1948, David married June Rose.   
Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 42284). 
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Private Marjorie Allison (‘Marj’) QUICK 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 3 August 1924 - Footscray, Victoria 
Enlisted: 23 February 1943 - aged 18 
Service: Australian Army (VF397631) 
Served: Australia
Discharged: 8 December 1944  
Died: 9 November 2018 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 94

Marj was the daughter of Herbert and Daphne Quick of Army Rd. Her father worked for 
the Ahern family. She attended Army Road school and from age 14 worked on local dairy 
farms and orchards, winning prizes for apple packing. During WW2, she served as a cook 
with the Australian Women’s Army Service, including at Bandiana Army camp near 
Wodonga. In 1944, Marj married Sergeant William Shepherd. After the War, they settled 
around Frankston and Seaford. Marj returned to Pakenham in the 1950s, working as a 
cook, including at Garlepp’s and Purves’ hotels. She later married Gerry Vivian. Image 
courtesy of Marj’s sons, Bill Shepherd & Mick O’Halloran. 

Leading Aircraftman Joseph David (‘Dave’) PURVES
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 2 February 1915 - Maffra, Victoria 
Enlisted: 23 December 1943 - aged 28 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (146112)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 11 April 1946  
Died: 29 July 2002 - Bunyip, Victoria - aged 87

The only son of William and Maud Purves, Dave was born just after his father was killed in 
WW1. He came to Pakenham in 1918 when his grandparents, Joe and Esther Shankley, 
bought the Gembrook (now Pakenham) Hotel. Dave attended St Patrick’s School before 
joining the family business. He played football for Pakenham and was later club president. 
Dave was also active with the local fire brigade. In 1936, he married Mary Moloney. During 
WW2, Dave served as an RAAF stores manager, including in New Guinea. He took over 
the running of the hotel in 1946. Over the years, he was a generous supporter of many 
local causes. Image courtesy of the Purves family. 

Leading Aircraftman Robert Horace (‘Bob’) RAMAGE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 29 September 1918 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 June 1942 - aged 23
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (58231)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 19 December 1945  
Died 16 June 1996 - Officer, Victoria - aged 77

Bob was a son of Alex and Louisa Ramage. He grew up on orchards in Pakenham Upper 
and the Toomuc Valley, becoming an orchardist himself. Bob and his brother Keith served 
in the local militia unit before WW2. In 1941, Bob married Esma Guest. He was initially 
knocked back for active service for being in a reserved occupation, but was accepted into 
the RAAF in June 1942. Bob subsequently served in Australia as a flight mechanic and 
fitter. After the War, Bob returned to orcharding. He was a member of the Pakenham 
Diggers’ cricket team which won the 1947 District premiership. Image courtesy of NAA 
(A9301, 58231).
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Dave Purves: A life in pictures
Dave Purves was one of Pakenham’s most prominent and well 
respected residents, operating the “bottom pub” for many decades. 
Image 1: Dave with his widowed mother Maud in November 1918, not 
long after they moved to Pakenham. Dave is dressed up to participate 
in the Victory Parade after WW1. Image 2: Dave’s father William, who 
was killed whilst serving in WW1; Image 3: Dave (circled) attending St 
Patrick’s Catholic School in 1924. Dave was a leading local Catholic 
layman for many years, including through the “Hibernians”, a 
church-based friendly society; Image 4: Dave’s grandfather Joe 
Shankley rebuilt the Pakenham Hotel in the late 1920s - at the time, it 
was the only two-storied building in Pakenham East; Image 5: Football 
was one of Dave’s great passions. He played in the premiership 
winning teams in 1935 and 1936 and was later club president; Image 
6: During WW2, Dave served with the RAAF stores, including in New 
Guinea; Image 7: Dave ran the Pakenham Hotel for decades after 
WW2, firstly with his mother, then his wife. His customers became 
lifelong friends. He retired in 1980. Images courtesy of Dave Purves’ 
daughters Margaret Batey, Antoinette Cunningham, Chris Twining & 
Veronica King; Image 5 courtesy of AWM (P11864.001). 
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Left: Frank and Kevin Ramsdale’s father Frank 
Ramsdale senior (pictured with his wife Henrietta, 
children and grandchildren in 1969), was originally from 
Carlsruhe near Kyneton. During WW1, he served with 
the 37th Battalion, AIF as a despatch “runner” on the 
Western Front. Frank was awarded the prestigious 
Military Medal (MM) in June 1917 for carrying 
despatches through heavy enemy barrages near 
Messines. He was wounded by an exploding shell in the 
process and his mate was killed. Frank was wounded a 
second time in April 1918. After the War, Frank married 
Henrietta (‘Rieta’) Dwyer and eventually had seven 
children. He worked for the Victorian railways and was 
posted to Pakenham in 1938, later becoming station 
master. Over the decades, members of the Ramsdale 
family have been prominent in a number of local 
organisations, including the Pakenham Fire Brigade and 
St Patrick’s Church (Courtesy of Ann Ramsdale). 

Private John Francis (‘Frank’) RAMSDALE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 13 May 1924 - Bendigo, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 May 1942 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V285935 / VX141459)
Served: Australia, South West Pacific & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 11 January 1949  
Died: 23 January 1991 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 66

Frank was the eldest child of Francis and Henrietta Ramsdale. His father, a decorated 
WW1 Digger, worked with the railways and was station master at Pakenham. During 
WW2, Frank served in Australia, including at HQ 2nd Australian Army and with the 2/25th 
Battalion at Morotai and Borneo. Later, Frank served with the 65th Battalion AIF in Japan. 
After the War, Frank worked as a carpenter and was employed at the Nestle factory for 
many years. Frank married Doreen Reid. He was actively involved with the Pakenham 
Fire Brigade, RSL and Pakenham Bowls Club for many years. Image (showing Frank in 
his fire brigade uniform in 1969) courtesy of Diane Dunn.

Private Kevin William RAMSDALE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 7 August 1927 - Clunes, Victoria 
Enlisted: 7 March 1946 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (VX500177 / 31951)
Served: Australia & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 1 July 1947 (then transferred to the permanent Army)
Died: 30 January 2004 - Port Macquarie, NSW - aged 76

Kevin was the second son of Frank and Henrietta Ramsdale. A welder by trade, Kevin 
served in Japan with the BCOF amenities unit and radio station. In 1947, he transferred to 
the regular Army and became a career soldier with the Royal Australian Army Service 
Corps. Kevin undertook three tours of duty in Korea between 1952 to 1954. He also 
served as a Warrant Officer Class 2 with the Australian Army Training Team in Vietnam 
from May 1964 to March 1965. In 1969 Kevin was awarded the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal for 18 continuous years of service. Kevin and his wife Lois settled in NSW. 
Image courtesy of NAA (B2458, 31951). 
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Private Percy Montague RAY
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 29 April 1907 - Portsmouth, England 
Enlisted: 28 April 1941 - aged 33
Service: Australian Army (VX54086)
Served: Australia, Middle East & POW (Italy & Germany)
Discharged: 27 July 1945  
Died: 10 November 1971 - New Zealand - aged 64

The son of Alfred and Rose Ray of Portsmouth, Percy Left England as a nineteen year old 
in 1926. From 1931 he was a farm hand working for Tom Vaughan in Pakenham South. 
Percy served with 2/3 Pioneer Battalion, including in Darwin (June to October 1941), then 
the Middle East. Percy was taken POW by the Italians in North Africa and interned in 
Campo 57 near Urdine in northern Italy. He was later transferred to Germany. After the 
War, Percy initially returned to Pakenham South and resumed farm labouring but later 
moved to Melbourne. He later emigrated to New Zealand where he lived in Auckland with 
his wife Phyllis. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX54086). 

Captain Sydney John REED
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 4 October 1914 - Brunswick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 1 July 1940 - Aged 25
Service: Australian Army (VX27748)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 4 February 1946  
Died: 24 February 1994 - Sorrento, Victoria - aged 79

A school teacher by profession, Sydney was appointed to the Army Road School in 1938. 
During WW2, his potential as an officer was quickly recognised with.a commission as 
lieutenant in August 1941. He served with the 8th Battalion in Darwin (where he caught 
Dengue Fever) and New Guinea. In July 1945, the 8th Battalion attacked strongly 
defended Japanese positions at Commo Ridge on Bougainville. Using two tanks, 
Sydney’s company managed to take the ridge in 20 minutes, earning a mention in the 
official War History. After the War, Sydney resumed teaching. He married Megan Davies in 
1947. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX27748).

Flight Sergeant Wallace (‘Wal’) REID
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 August 1924 - Pakenham East 
Enlisted: 30 November 1942 - aged 18 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (125037)
Served: Australia and New Guinea 
Discharged: 11 April 1946  
Died: 22 December 1970 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 46

Wal was the son of local graziers George and Louisa Reid of “Waroona”, Pakenham East. 
His father was nephew of Sir George Reid, Australia’s fourth Prime Minister. Wal was 
educated at Pakenham State School and Dandenong High before working as a case 
maker and in the building industry. A district tennis champion, he once trained with the 
Davis Cup squad before the War intervened. Wal then served as an RAAF flight rigger, 
then as air crew before training as a pilot. His postings included with 33 Squadron RAAF. 
After the War, Wal married Joyce Jackson and worked as Shire building inspector. Image 
courtesy of Wal’s children John Reid and Barbara Murphy. 
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Corporal Charles Tasman REYNOLDS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 24 November 1916 - Yarraville, Victoria 
Enlisted: 20 August 1940  - aged 23
Service: Australian Army (V28316 / VX132592)
Served: Australia &  New Guinea
Discharged: 26 April 1945  
Died: 6 October 1967 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 50 

Charlie was the son of George and Julia Reynolds. His father was killed during WW1.  
Charlie moved to Pakenham c. 1939, becoming an orchardist at “The Angles”, off 
Gembrook Road. During WW2, he drove trucks, including with the 146 Australian General 
Transport Coy in Central Australia and 69 Australian Transport Platoon on Bougainville. 
Charlie married Ethel Hannah in 1946. A talented sportsman, he was a member of local 
premiership winning football and cricket teams in the late 1940s and early 1950s. 
Reynolds Road at Pakenham Upper is named in Charlie’s honour. Image (from the 1948 
Pakenham Football Team photograph) is courtesy of Diane Dunn. 

Private Leslie Birdwood RICHARDS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 15 December 1918 - Prahran, Victoria 
Enlisted: 17 June 1940 - aged 21 
Service: Australian Army (VX31142)
Served: Middle East, New Guinea, Australia 
Discharged: 4 April 1944  
Died: 1 May 2000 - Noble Park, Victoria - aged 81 

Les was the son of Samuel and Elsie Richards of Henty Street. His father, who had served 
in WW1, was a PMG linesman and a prominent member of the Communist Party. A truck 
driver by trade, Les served with the 2/23rd Battalion in the Middle East, including during 
the siege of Tobruk and the Battle of El Alamein. In September 1943, Les was wounded in 
action during the amphibious landings at Lae in New Guinea and was later discharged on 
medical grounds due to nerve damage in his left thigh. Les joined the PMG as a linesman. 
He married Beatrice Wilson in 1945. The couple lived in Dandenong and later Narre 
Warren. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX31142).

Leading Aircraftman Samuel William RICHARDS
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 17 June 1926 - South Yarra, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 August 1944 - aged 18 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (156821)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 23 May 1946  
Died: 4 July 1988 - Caulfield, Victoria - aged 62

Listed on the Pakenham & District War Memorial as “T.W. Richards”, Samuel was a 
younger son of Samuel and Elsie Richards of Henty Street, Pakenham East. He left 
school in the seventh grade and became a labourer. Samuel was unemployed when 
enlisted in the RAAF. He subsequently served as a general hand and was deployed 
overseas from September 1945 to May 1946 with the 7 Transport & Movement Office, 
RAAF in New Guinea. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 156821). 
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Above: Members of the Robinson family, probably 
when Alan returned home from the Army after WW2 
(LtoR): Stanley, Alan, Mary and Errol (Courtesy  of  
Wayne Robinson); Above right: Press clipping from 
the Australasian, 13/5/1944 p. 6 featuring Errol 
Robinson and his crew mates after sinking a 
German u-boat. 

Flight Sergeant Jack Stanley ROBINSON +
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 14 January 1924 - Leongatha, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 February 1942 - aged 19 
Service: Australian Army (V285639) / Royal Australian Air Force (430767)
Served: Australia & United Kingdom  
Killed in action: 19 January 1945 - near Lincoln, England - aged 21

The Robinsons were local storekeepers at Pakenham East from 1925 onwards. Jack 
attended Pakenham State School, then Dandenong High and became a clerk at the 
Melbourne Board of Works. During WW2, he served in the Army with the 120th Australian 
General Transport Coy before enlisting in the RAAF in March 1943. From early 1944, Jack 
served as a flight sergeant in England, where his older brother Errol (not listed on the 
Pakenham War Memorial) was also with the RAAF. Tragically, Jack was killed when his 
plane crashed in a heavy snowstorm near Lincoln. A pew is dedicated to Jack’s memory in 
the Pakenham Uniting Church. Image courtesy of Jack’s nephew, Wayne Robinson.

Sapper Alan Edward ROBINSON 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born:11 May 1927 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 15 May 1945 - aged 18 
Service: Australian Army (VX97432)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 10 January 1947  
Died: 30 August 2011 - Berwick, Victoria - aged 84 

Alan was the younger son of Stanley and Mary Robinson, storekeepers at Pakenham 
East. He attended Pakenham State School and worked in the family business. His older 
brothers Errol and Jack enlisted earlier in the War, and Alan was keen to serve too. He 
enlisted just days after turning 18, but the War was quickly coming to an end. Alan 
remained in the Army until 1947, serving initially with an engineering stores unit, then the 
118 Australian General Transport Coy in the Northern Territory. Alan and Errol took over 
the family business in 1953, operating their Pakenham store until the 1980s when it was 
sold to Safeway. Alan married Elsie Hodge. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX97432). 
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ROBINSON’S STORES
Originally a store keeper in Leongatha and later Sunbury, Stanley Clarke 
Robinson took over McAfee’s General Store in Main Street, Pakenham East in 
1925. Image 1 shows the original store after it became Robinson’s store while 
Image 5 shows Mr Robinson behind the counter of his store. Besides groceries, 
“S.C. Robinson’s” also sold drapery, boots and shoes, produce and ironmongery. 
Later, Robinson’s also operated a store at Frankston and in 1936 took over 
Tivendale’s store in Officer (Image 2). The Officer store was run by Errol 
Robinson until 1953 when it was sold to Max Mathers and Cyril Molyneux. The 
same year, Errol and his brother Alan took over the Pakenham East store. Over 
the years, they developed this into a modern supermarket trading under under 
the “Four Square” (Images 3 & 6) and “SSW” banners (Image 4). The business 
was sold to Safeways in the 1980s (Photographs courtesy of Wayne Robinson; 
advertisement from the Pakenham Gazette, 7/4/1961 p. 10). 
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Driver Edward Albert RUDLING
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 28 May 1904 [actually 1901] - Chiswick, London England  
Enlisted: 7 March 1941 -  aged 36 [actually 39]
Service: Australian Army (V11931 / VX57359)
Served: Australia & Middle East
Discharged: 9 February 1943  
Died: 30 April 1973 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 71

English-born Edward was the son of Thomas and Lucy Rudling. A draftsman by trade, he 
migrated to Australia in 1925. His parents acquired a property on Gembrook Road at 
Pakenham Upper called “Cricklewood”. Edward worked as a farm labourer in Narre 
Warren North and Pakenham. He was cutting timber in Tallarook when he enlisted. 
Edward initially trained with the Engineers, but later served in the Middle East with 103 
General Transport Coy. He was discharged in February 1943 on medical grounds. After 
the War, Edward worked as a ship’s painter and as a bricklayer. He married Edna Kerrison 
in 1948. They later lived in Doveton. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX57359).

Leading Aircraftman Matthew James (‘Matt’) RUSTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 10 June 1916 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 31 July 1940 - aged 24
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (11491)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 10 April 1945  
Died: 17 January 2000 - Malvern, Victoria - aged 83 

Matt was the son of Albert and Mary Ruston of Koo Wee Rup. He was working at Tully’s 
farm in Pakenham before enlisting in the RAAF as a mess attendant. Matt married Shiela 
Maher in February 1941 and the couple’s first child was born while he was serving in 
Darwin. Matt later served as a cook, including in Townsville, Queensland and Noemfoor in 
Dutch New Guinea. After the War, he returned to farming, before joining the PMG as a 
linesman. Matt and his family later moved to Wallan, where he was the PMG foreman. 
Matt was later an estimator for Telecom at Dandenong. Image courtesy of Matt’s daughter 
Patricia Ruston. 

Corporal Joseph James (‘Jim’) SCALA
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial 
Born: 21 June 1915 - Warragul, Victoria 
Enlisted: 23 September 1941 - aged 26
Service:  Australian Army (V42788 / VX103146)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 13 February 1946  
Died: 15 April 1988 - Caloundra, Queensland - aged 72

Jim was the son of Joseph and Mary Ethel Scala, who settled in the Pakenham South / 
Koo Wee Rup area c. 1924. Jim worked on farms (including a period cane cutting in 
Queensland) and in the local militia before enlisting in 1941. He married Dorothy Smith of 
Pakenham South before being sent to New Guinea. There, Jim served in New Guinea 
with D Coy 39th Battalion during the Battle of Kokoda. He drove troop trucks and was later 
a military policeman. After the War, Jim returned to farming at Pakenham South, before 
becoming an assembly line inspector at the Geelong Ford factory. Jim and Dorothy retired 
to Queensland. Image courtesy of Jim’s son David Scala. 
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Left: Australian troops, including Jack Shelton, 
sightseeing at the famous “Dome of the Rock” in 
Jerusalem. Above: The Great Pyramid and Sphinx 
at Giza, Egypt (Courtesy of Richard Shelton). Such 
places were a world away from the Valley View 
Orchard, where Jack had grown up before WW2. 

Private Joseph (‘Joe’) SESTAK
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 22 July 1915 - Longwarry, Victoria 
Enlisted: 25 March 1941 - aged 25
Service: Australian Army (V42886 / VX143941)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: c. October 1945  
Died: 11 April 1971 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 55

Joe was the son of Joseph and Antonia Sestak. who migrated in the early 1900s from the 
then Austro-Hungarian Empire. Joe was orcharding with his father at Pakenham Upper 
before enlisting for WW2. He served with the 52nd Battalion and light anti-aircraft units, 
including the 605 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment at Milne Bay in New Guinea. Joe also 
served at the 16 Army Personnel Staging Camp at Cairns. He was discharged on 
compassionate grounds following the death of his father in late 1945. Joe served as Vice 
President of the Gembrook RSL in 1948, but later left the district, becoming a builder in 
Melbourne. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX143941). 

Sergeant John Richard (‘Jack’) SHELTON
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 27 June 1917 - Shepparton, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 June 1940 - aged 22
Service: Australian Army (VX32813)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea 
Discharged: 31 August 1945  
Died: 19 May 2001 - Pakenham Upper, Victoria - aged 83 

Jack was the second son of Esau and Elizabeth Shelton. His father was the manager of 
the famous Valley View Orchard. During WW2, Jack served as a driver / mechanic 
including with the 9th Division Petrol Coy during the Siege of Tobruk; the 11 AASC during 
the second Battle of El Alamein; and the 2/156 Australian General Transport Coy in New 
Guinea. He married Viola Stubbings in 1944. After the War, Jack and his brothers became 
leading local orchardists and operated the Pakenham Upper Cool Store. He was active 
with the Pakenham Upper Fire Brigade and was awarded the Fire Brigade Long Service & 
Good Conduct Medal. Image courtesy of Jack’s son Richard Shelton. 
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The Sheltons - Pakenham Upper 
Orchardists 
The Shelton family was synonymous with 
orcharding at Pakenham Upper for decades. Jack’s 
father Esau (Image 1 shows him with wife 
Elizabeth) managed the famous Valley View 
Orchard at Pakenham Upper (Image 2) for the 
Woolf Brothers, before acquiring part of the 
orchard for his family; Jack (shown in Image 3 
working on the orchard) and his brothers went in 
for orcharding themselves and as “Shelton Bros” 
also offered a range of services to the local 
industry (Image 4 - PG, 26/5/1961 p. 5). This 
included operating the Valley View / Pakenham 
Upper Cool Stores, which provided employment for 
locals (Image 5 shows the Valley View cool stores 
in the 1920s or 1930s);. Image 6 shows Jack’s 
wedding in 1944 to Viola Stubbings. Viola had 
served herself in the Australian Women’s Army 
Service (VF510188). Images courtesy of the 
Shelton family and Wally Nye. 
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Sergeant Stanley William SMETHURST + 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 16 March 1923 - St Kilda, Victoria 
Enlisted: 24 April 1942 - aged 19
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (418014)  
Served: Australia
Killed: 30 September 1943 - near Camden, NSW - aged 20

Stanley was the son of Edwin and Annie Smethurst, who had a small dairy farm in Henty 
Street from which they supplied milk to the town’s residents. As a child, Stan attended 
Pakenham State School, then Dandenong High. He was working as a junior clerk with the 
State Electricity Commission when he enlisted in the RAAF. Stan initially served as air 
crew, but later trained as a pilot, learning to fly Wirraway and Kittyhawk aircraft. Stan was 
serving with the 78th Squadron when he was killed during a training exercise near 
Camden, NSW. He was practising a strafing attack when his Kittyhawk splurged at the 
bottom of a dive and crashed. Image courtesy of Stan’s nephew Mal Smethurst. 

Senior Superintendent Nancy Victoria SMETHURST 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 3 December 1915 - Hawthorn, Victoria  
Enlisted: 7 December 1944 - aged 29 
Service: Australian Red Cross Field Force (B3/397)
Served: Australia, United Kingdom, South West Pacific & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 24 December 1948  
Died: 21 January 2002 - Shepparton, Victoria - aged 86 years

Nancy was the daughter of Joseph and Emmeline Smethurst, graziers at “Green Hills”, 
Pakenham. She was educated at Firbank Grammar and later did secretarial work. During 
WW2. Nancy served with the Red Cross as a field hospital visitor and inspector. In 1945, 
she was sent to London, then Singapore to help repatriate Australian soldiers released 
from German and Japanese POW camps. Nancy met her future husband Spencer 
Geoffrey Oram while serving in Japan. The couple married in London in 1949 and lived in 
Egypt before returning to Australia. They settled at Moorooduc, where Nancy was active in 
many community activities. Image courtesy of Nancy’s son Richard Oram. 

Sapper Leonard Arthur (‘Len’) SMITH
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 October 1906 - Leyton, Essex England 
Enlisted: 12 December 1941 - aged 35 
Service: Australian Army (VX67772)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 1 June 1944  
Died: 6 May 1985 - Caloundra, Queensland - aged 78 

English-born Len settled in Pakenham c. 1928, working as an orchard hand for William 
Close. He was a member of the Pakenham Football team which won the 1935 WGFL 
Premiership. Len married Lillian Sheppard in 1937. They had a small shop in Main Street. 
During WW2, Len served with the 2/1 Mechanical Equipment Coy as an excavator 
operator. In 1942/3 he was posted to the Northern Territory, including at Adelaide River 
and was later in New Guinea. After WW2, Len was an orchardist in Army Road and was a 
member of the Pakenham Diggers’ cricket team in the late 1940s. Image courtesy of NAA 
(B883, VX67772). 
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Trooper Lindsay Cedric SMITH
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 29 November 1922 [actually 1923] - St Kilda, Victoria  
Enlisted: 14 January 1942 - aged 19 [actually 18]
Service: Australian Army (VX72042)
Served: Australia
Discharged 31 December 1943  
Died: 7 May 1993 - Nambour, Queensland - aged 69 

Lindsay was the eldest son of Bill and Mabel Smith of “Merville”, Pakenham South. His 
father was a WW1 soldier-settler there. During WW2, Lindsay served with the 2/10 
Armoured Regiment in Western Australia. Lindsay was discharged in late 1943 to assist 
his father with flax production, which was an essential commodity for the manufacture of 
army clothing and webbing. After the War Lindsay worked on farms around Pakenham 
South. He married Eileen Orr in 1946. Lindsay later became a shop keeper at Officer and 
Pakenham before moving to Queensland, where he became a real estate agent. Image 
courtesy of NAA (B883, VX72042).

Corporal William (‘Billy’) SMITH
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 26 October 1921 [actually 1923] - Kilmarnock, Scotland 
Enlisted: 2 July 1940 - aged 18 [actually 16]
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (A39557 / 10791) 
Served: Australia
Discharged: 9 December 1947  
Died: 28 October 1995 - Tweed Heads, NSW - aged 72

Scottish-born Billy was the son of William (‘Scotty’) Smith senior of Princes Highway, 
Pakenham. He attended Pakenham State School before working in local stores and for 
D.W. Hilder. During WW2, Billy served as a storekeeper and equipment assistant at 
various RAAF bases around Victoria and NSW. In 1944, he married Jean Collett in 
Sydney. Billy elected to remain in the RAAF until the end of 1947. When he and Jean 
returned to Pakenham, they settled on McGregor Road. Billy worked as a painter and at 
the Raleigh Preserving factory, before serving with the RAAF again from 1953 to 1960. 
Image courtesy of Billy’s son and daughter-in-law Max and Jenny Smith. 

Private William Harry SMITH
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 22 October 1902 - Durban, South Africa 
Enlisted: 19 June 1940 - aged 37 
Service: Australian Army (VX 29090)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 8 September 1945  
Died: 27 February 1974 - Heidelberg, Victoria - aged 71

Born in South Africa, William was the son of Peter and Ethel Smith. He grew up in 
England and California and by 1929 was living in Victoria. He married Vera Bruce (sister 
of Private Sydney Bruce). William worked on the Valley View Orchard and was a 
generator specialist. During WW2, he served with the 2/8th Battalion. William was taken 
POW in Greece and subsequently held in various German stalags (POW camps) before 
being liberated in May 1945. William returned to Pakenham Upper, where he and Vera 
lived at “Torwood” (the Bruce family property) and later in Gembrook Road. Image 
courtesy of NAA (B883 / VX29090).
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Section Officer Elizabeth Annie (‘Betty’) STEPHENSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 19 December 1918 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 December 1942 - aged 23
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (105029)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 3 October 1946  
Died: 15 July 1974 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 55 

Betty was a daughter of Bill and Annie Stephenson of “Dahwilla”, Main Street, Pakenham 
East. Her father was one of Pakenham’s oldest residents, a noted footballer and had 
served as a Berwick Shire Councillor. After attending Pakenham State School, Betty 
excelled at Dandenong High School and became an accountant. During WW2, Betty 
served in the RAAF as a pay clerk, including at RAAF Headquarters. In May 1945, she 
was commissioned as an officer in the WAAAF.  Later, Betty married Leslie Lobb, settling 
in Surrey Hills and had one son. She continued to practise as an accountant until her 
premature death in 1974. Image courtesy of Betty’s son Chris Lobb.

Bombardier Edward Charles (‘Dick’ or ‘Ted’) STEPHENSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 17 September 1912 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 11 March 1941 - aged 28
Service: Australian Army (V42570 / VX105904)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 7 September 1943  
Died: 13 February 1944 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 31

Known as “Dick” or “Ted”, Edward was the youngest son of Bill and Annie Stephenson of 
Pakenham East. Like his father, Dick became a builder. He was active in the Pakenham 
Fire Brigade, was a member of the 1935 premiership winning Pakenham football team 
and served as a corporal in the local militia unit. During WW2, Dick served with the 52nd 
Battalion and later the 114 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment in Queensland. He developed 
leukaemia while serving and was medically discharged in September 1943. After returning 
to Pakenham, Dick joined the local RSL. He died in February 1944 just before his 32nd 
birthday. Image courtesy of Dick’s nephews Chris Lobb and Geoff Robinson.

Private Margaret STEPHENSON 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 October 1921 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 December 1942 - aged 21
Service: Australian Army (VF396480)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 10 January 1946  
Died: 13 August 2010 - Blackburn, Victoria - aged 88

Margaret was the youngest of Bill and Annie Stephenson’s six children. After enlisting in 
the Australian Women’s Army Service, she served with the 407 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Gun 
Station at Yallourn and in the Yallourn and Melbourne Anti-Aircraft operations’ rooms. For 
a time, Margaret also served as a signal woman and later as a storekeeper with the 2 
Base Ordinance Depot. In 1949, Margaret married Raymond Leonard Robinson, a 
carpenter. They settled in Surrey Hills and raised four children. Image courtesy of 
Margaret’s son, Geoffrey Robinson. 
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The Stephensons of Pakenham East: A 
remarkable family 
On the corner of Main Street and Rogers Street stands an old 
weatherboard house. Formerly known as “Dahwilla”, this was once 
the home of William (‘Bill’) and Annie Stephenson.. Bill was one of 
the pioneers of the Pakenham district. His father worked on the 
building of the Gippsland railway in the early 1870s and Bill was born 
in a hut near St Patrick’s Church. A builder by trade, Bill went on to 
become a prominent local footballer, JP, Shire Councillor and keen 
supporter of good causes locally,, including the repatriation of local 
Diggers after both WW1 and WW2. He was also instrumental in 
having the WW1 Pakenham & District Soldiers’ Memorial dedicated 
in 1921. Stephenson Street in Pakenham is named in Bill’s honour.

Of Bill and Annie’s six children, three - Edward (‘Dick’ or “Ted”), 
Elizabeth (‘Betty’) and Margaret - served their country during WW2. 
The other three children - Bill junior, Nell and May - also dedicated 
their lives to the service of others. Bill Junior, who like his father was 
a builder and talented footballer, moved to Sale in the 1930s, where 
he was active in local sporting and community groups. Bill tried to 
enlist in the Army during WW2, but was rejected because of flat feet 
and spent the War working in a munitions factory. Later, he was 
elected to Sale City Council and served as Mayor. By the late 1950s, 
Nell had become manager of the Queen Victoria Hospital in 
Melbourne, a remarkable achievement in an era when women’s 
abilities outside the home were still not properly recognised. Nell was 
later made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) by HM 
The Queen. May became a missionary with the Church Mission 
Society, including in Persia (Iran).

Image 1: Bill & Annie Stephenson at “Dahwilla”, their home 
in Main Street, Pakenham; Image 2: Bill with his daughters 
Betty (centre) and Margaret on Betty’s wedding day in 
November 1954; Image 3: Bill and Annie (seated) with their 
children (LtoR): Betty, May, Bill junior, Dick, Margaret and 
Nell; Image 3: The Stephenson girls (LtoR): May, Margaret, 
Nell (standing) and Betty; Image 4: Betty & Margaret in 
uniform during WW2 (Courtesy of Chris Lobb, Geoffrey 
Robinson & Helen Miles). 
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Corporal William Thomas STEPHENSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 8 September 1915 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted:19 June 1940 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (VX29088)
Served: Australia, Middle East. New Guinea & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 26 October 1945  
Died: 23 January 1973 - Traralgon, Victoria - aged 57

William was the younger brother of Norman Stephenson. He was also a baker by trade 
and worked as a cook. During WW2, William served with signals in Middle East, rising to 
the rank of Corporal, but later reverted to private at his own request. In 1943, he 
transferred to the Australian Army Catering Corps as a cook and subsequently served in 
New Guinea and Morotai. In 1946, Bill married Alice Foster. The couple lived on Bald Hill 
Road, Pakenham in the late 1940s. Bill became a PMG linesman, but later worked in the 
Gippsland timber industry at Bruthen and Traralgon. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, 
VX29088).

Signalman Norman John STEPHENSON
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 21 July 1913 - Winchelsea, Victoria 
Enlisted: 19 June 1940 - aged 26
Service: Australian Army (VX29087)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea 
Discharged: 27 July 1944  
Died: 7 February 1969 - Heidelberg, Victoria - aged 55

Norm was a baker by trade, who moved to Pakenham with his wife Mavis in 1937. During 
WW2, he served in the Middle East with 2/24th Battalion and with 1st Australian Signals. 
Later, he served as a cook with the Australian Army Catering Corps. Norm was discharged 
in 1944 and took up a farm in Bruthen, East Gippsland, but suffered significant ill-health. 
He returned to Pakenham and started a shoe repair business. Over the years, Norm was 
active with many community groups, including the Pakenham Fire Brigade and RSL. He 
was also a trainer for the Pakenham Football Club. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, 
VX29087). 

Aircraftwoman Vera Olive STONE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 26 October 1925 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 24 April 1944 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (174134)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 30 January 1946  
Died: 3 December 2018 - Warragul, Victoria - aged 93

A member of one of Pakenham’s pioneering families, Vera was the daughter of Fred and 
Olive Stone of “Waverley”, Toomuc Valley Road. She attended Toomuc Valley School 
before getting a job at the Pakenham East post office and telephone exchange. Vera was 
a factory worker at Footscray when she enlisted in the WAAAF. She subsequently served 
as a telephone operator, including at the RAAF base in Canberra. After the War, Vera 
worked as a telephonist. She later married Geoff Crowley and settled at Port Welshpool. 
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Left: Before leaving for the 
Army, Keith Stone asked 
Deonie Taylor to write to him 
while he was away. Keith and 
Deonie worked together at 
Hillman’s Store in Main Street 
and had known each other 
since their school days at 
Pakenham State School. They 
m a r r i e d i n 1 9 4 9 a n d 
c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r g o l d e n 
w e d d i n g a n n i v e r s a r y i n 
February 1999, just a few 
months before Keith lost his 
battle with cancer. Courtesy of 
Kerry Stoiljkovic. 

Trooper Keith STONE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 12 March 1925 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 1 April 1943 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V508406 / VX127149)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 20 November 1946  
Died: 15 August 1999 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 74

After leaving school, Keith worked as a labourer and carrier with his father Bill Stone and 
also worked in Fred Hillman’s radio store. During WW2, Keith trained in jungle warfare and 
as a driver and radio operator for tanks and amphibious vehicles, but never got overseas. 
Later, he was a driver at POW camps in Victoria. After the War, Keith returned to the 
family carrying business “W.R. Stone & Son” and also drove buses. He married Deonie 
Taylor in 1949 and in the 1950s built their home in Wadsley Avenue, Pakenham East. 
Keith later worked for Hardy’s Timber and Hardware in Pakenham for 27 years. Image 
courtesy of Keith’s daughter Kerry Stoiljkovic. 

Private Eric William STONE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 18 July 1921 - Berwick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 27 October 1941 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (V143402 / VX110619)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 24 October 1944  
Died: 16 August 1982 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 61

Eric was the eldest son of Pakenham football legend Bill Stone and his wife Ethel Smith. A 
baker by trade, Eric was also a keen cyclist who competed in road races. Over the years, 
Eric was a player, committee member, life member and under 18s coach for the 
Pakenham Football Club. During WW2, he served as a cook, including with the LHQ 
Heavy Wireless Group. In 1944, Eric married Dorothy Anderson. He was discharged later 
that year as part of a manpower release and returned to the baking industry. Eric later 
worked for Raleigh’s Preserving Factory at Pakenham, and became President of the 
Victorian Food Preservers Union. Image courtesy of Eric’s niece Kerry Stoiljkovic. 
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Corporal Alfred John (‘Jack’) STUBINGTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 8 February 1917 - Boga, Victoria 
Enlisted: 15 July 1940 - aged 23
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (11034)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 12 December 1945  
Died: 1 April 2007 - Korumburra, Victoria - aged 90 

One of Alfred and Mabel Stubington’s nine children, Jack was an apprentice mechanic 
with D.W. Hilder in Pakenham and a member of the local militia before joining the RAAF. 
During WW2, Jack served as an engine fitter, including in far north Queensland. He was 
also briefly a flight engineer in New Guinea. Jack married Noela Hedley in 1942. After the 
War, they settled in Korumburra, where Jack became a tractor agent and mechanic 
servicing farm and dairy equipment. Both Jack and Noela were later Korumburra Shire 
Councillors and Shire Presidents. In later life, Jack was a volunteer at Coal Creek 
Historical Park. Image courtesy of Jack’s daughter Glenda Matthews. 

Leading Aircraftman Richard Henry (‘Harry’) STUBINGTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 31 December 1909 - Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk England  
Enlisted: 13 May 1943 - aged 33 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (129468)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific 
Discharged: 27 March 1946  
Died: 30 October 1982 - Fitzroy, Victoria - aged 72

Harry was the second son of Alfred and Mabel Stubington. Interestingly, his family lived at 
Pakenham in Suffolk, England before migrating to Victoria in 1911 and settling at 
Pakenham South. After finishing school, Harry farmed and drove a cream truck locally. He 
was working at Coldstream when he enlisted in the RAAF. Harry subsequently served as a 
flight mechanic and fitter, including at Morotai in the Netherlands East Indies. When his 
parents left the farm in 1952/3, Harry moved with them to Elsternwick. He drove trucks, 
including for Lindsay Fox and worked as a contractor. Harry married Jean Naish Swinborn 
later in life. Image courtesy of Harry’s niece Glenda Matthews.

Private William Everest STUBINGTON
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Pakenham South War Memorial
Born: 2 March 1921 - Berwick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 May 1941- aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V129028 / VX144105)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 21 March 1946  
Died: 7 September 2011 - Benalla, Victoria - aged 90 

Bill was the youngest of Alfred and Mabel Stubington’s sons. He attended Pakenham 
South School and worked on his parents’ farm and other local properties before he joined 
the Army in 1941. Bill initially served with the 52nd Infantry Battalion and was sent to 
Queensland. He was later transferred to the 37th Battalion and served in New Guinea, 
including at Milne Bay, Lae, Finschhafen and New Britain. After the War, Bill studied and 
qualified as a civil engineer. In 1952, he married Joyce Johnson. The couple later lived in 
Benalla, where Bill was an engineer for the Country Roads Board until he retired in 1984. 
Image courtesy of Bill’s daughter Shirley Stubington. 
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Images from Jack Stubington’s life
Image 1: Pakenham South State School 
(No 3755) class photo of 1927. Several 
of the students later served in WW2. 
Back-row (LtoR): Joan Leadoux,              
Dot May, Jean Milroy, Edna Jones,     
Betty Milroy, Marg Stubington, Sylvia 
Cremeri & Gwen Harvey; Middle Row: 
Jack Ellett, Vern Jeremiah, Merle Smith, 
Dorothy Smith, Irene Jones, Frank Ellett, 
Dot Harvey & Iris Payne. Front Row: 
R o n L o w m a x , C l e m M a y ,                       
Roy Jeremiah, Jack Stubington (holding 
slate), Tom Batson & Alan Jeremiah; 
Image 2: Jack became an apprentice 
mechanic for D.W. Hilder in Pakenham. 
This photograph shows Jack with his 
brother Bill in a Singer motor car in 1938; 
Image 3: Jack (circled) joined the RAAF 
in 1940 as a fitter. He was stationed  
variously at Laverton, Richmond (NSW), 
Townsville and Cairns. On one occasion 
though, he was selected as a flight 
engineer for a mission to New Guinea; 
Image 4: Jack in uniform in 1941 with his 
future wife Noela. They married in 
October 1942; Image 5: Jack was very 
talented as both a mechanic and 
craftsman. He made these fine model 
aircraft during the War. 

After the War, Jack was offered his old 
job back with D.W. Hilder. However, he 
wanted to strike out on his own. He saw 
an opportunity for mechanics in the dairy 
industry, which was just beginning to 
mechanise. So he and Noela moved to 
Korumburra where he became an agent 
for Alice Chambers Tractors and Milking 
Efficiency Machines. He had a van and 
spent a lot of time on the road servicing  
and repairing equipment on farms 
throughout South Gippsland. He was 
proud of the reputation he built up with 
his farm clients. Image 6 shows Jack 
with his brother Harry helping to 
renovate Jack and Noela’s home in 
Korumburra. Image 7: in later life, Jack 
applied his mechanical skills to a 
number of working exhibits at the Coal 
Creek Historical Vi l lage. Images 
courtesy of Jack’s daughter Glenda 
Matthews. Image 7 is from the South 
Gippsland Sentinel - Times 9/2/1982.
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Aircraftwoman Joan SWANBOROUGH 
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 24 April 1924 - Beeac, Victoria 
Enlisted: 16 September 1942 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (104434)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 27 November 1945
Died: 19 February 2013 - Melbourne, Victoria - aged 88 

Joan was the daughter of Hubert and Elsie Swanborough, who had an orchard on 
Gembrook Road. Joan became a typist and was living in St Kilda when she enlisted for 
the RAAF. Her father, who had briefly served with the 13th Light Horse during WW1 was 
already serving as a private (V379846) with the local 11th Battalion, VDC. Joan served as 
a telegraphist, including at the 1 Engineering School, Ascot Vale and RAAF Laverton. 
Joan married Colin Vernon Trinnick in Bexley NSW on 15 December 1945. The couple 
later settled in Thornbury. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 104434). 

Private Lindsay John (‘Lin’) STUCHBERY
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 4 January 1923 - Preston, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 January 1942 - aged 19
Service: Australian Army (V285211 / VX111961)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 7 November 1944  
Died: 27 May 2011 - Shepparton, Victoria - aged 88

Lin was the son of John and Vera Stuchbery, who were Pakenham Upper orchardists. As 
a child, he attended Pakenham Upper School and in 1937, was one of the students who 
won the state apple packing shield. During WW2, Lin served in both Australia and New 
Guinea with the 37th / 52nd Battalion. He was given a man power release discharge in 
November 1944 to go into the dairy industry at Pakenham. Lin married Betty Shelton of 
Pakenham Upper in 1946. He later dairy farmed in Yarra Glen and ran cattle at Moyhu. 
Image courtesy of John’s son Graeme Stuchbery. 

Leading Aircraftman John Desmond (‘Jack’) TANGEY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 26 December 1923 - Melbourne [Albert Park], Victoria 
Enlisted: 4 February 1944 - aged 20
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (146974)
Served: Australia, New Guinea, South West Pacific & Japan (BCOF)
Discharged: 21 August 1947  
Died: 8 November 2018 - Perth, Western Australia - aged 94 

Jack’s parents Bill and Eileen Tangey farmed at Leppitt Road in the Toomuc Valley. Jack 
attended St Patrick’s and Toomuc Valley State Schools and worked on the family property 
and for other farmers, including the Purton brothers. He served as a motor transport driver 
with various RAAF units in Australia, New Guinea and in Japan, where he was posted to 
the 81st Fighter Wing / 481 Squadron RAAF. In 1949, Jack married Peggy Darlison and 
settled in the Latrobe Valley where he worked for the SECV. In the late 1950s he farmed 
for a while in Woodend before returning to the SECV in Yallourn. Jack was active with the 
St John Ambulance for many years. Image courtesy of Jack’s son, Wayne Tangey.
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Lance Corporal Frank TAYLOR
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 27 September 1903 - Newbridge, England 
Enlisted: 24 July 1940 - aged 36
Service: Australian Army (VX48186)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea 
Discharged: 17 December 1943  
Died: 25 March 1981 - Koo Wee Rup, Victoria - aged 77 

English-born Frank Taylor was a farmer and truck driver at Rythdale. He was a member of 
a popular dance band with Bumper Gee, Ed Hobson and Alec Edwards. Frank was 
married to Esther Dorothy Hobson. During WW2, he served as a driver and engine 
artificer with the 2/8 Field Coy in the Middle East and built roads and bridges in New 
Guinea. He was discharged in late 1943 as a manpower release for vegetable growing, 
which was regarded as essential to the war effort. Frank owned and operated the Cardinia 
service station for many years. He was also active in the Cardinia Tennis Club. Image 
courtesy of Frank’s son, Robert Taylor. 

Leading Aircraftman Leonard Charles (‘Len’) TANGEY
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 27 March 1926 - Footscray, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 May 1942 - aged 16
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (55773)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 10 April 1946  
Died: 8 April 1973 - Ballarat, Victoria - aged 47

Len was the younger son of Bill and Eileen Tangey. After obtaining his Merit Certificate at 
St Patrick’s, he worked as a farm labourer, including for Alex Ramage and the Purton 
brothers. Being keen to fly, Len initially put his age up to18 to enlist with the RAAF, but 
was discharged when this was discovered. He subsequently trained as an Air Force cadet 
and re-enlisted for RAAF service in May 1944. Len qualified as a fitter and an armourer. 
His postings included to 43 Squadron RAAF in Darwin. In 1948, Len married Mavis Haw. 
He worked for many years for the SECV in the Latrobe Valley. He was killed in a tragic 
accident whilst playing polo cross. Image courtesy of Len’s nephew Wayne Tangey.

Leading Aircraftman John Francis (‘Jack’) TINKHAM
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour 
Born: 4 August 1923 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 2 July 1942 - aged 18
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (58562)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 26 November 1944  
Died: 15 October 2006 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 82

Jack was the son of Arthur and Elizabeth Tinkham of “Homeville”, an orchard and poultry 
farm in Pakenham Upper. After leaving school, he worked on local orchards and played 
cricket for Pakenham Upper. Jack enlisted in the RAAF and served as a general hand, 
including with the 7 Mobile Works Squadron which constructed airfields in New Guinea. In 
late 1944, Jack was released at his parent’s request to work on the family property, 
something they did not consult Jack about first! In 1945, Jack married Merle Ellett of 
Pakenham South. They later developed their own orchard and farm in Tonimbuk. Image 
courtesy of Jack’s daughter Glenyse Stephens.  
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Three generations of the Tinkham family 
Image 1: Arthur and Elizabeth Tinkham with their children (LtoR): Eileen Jack & 
Constance. Arthur was a pioneer of Pakenham Upper, having come to the district as a 
teenager. He subsequently bought land which he cleared and planted. To make ends meet 
until his orchard matured, Arthur worked on the construction of the famous “Puffing Billy” 
railway. Image 2: Jack Tinkham’s marriage to Merle Ellett of Pakenham South in 1945 
(LtoR): Jack’s parents Arthur and Elizabeth Tinkham; Jack and Merle; and Merle’s parents 
Violet and Dick Ellett. In the front is bridesmaid Linda Ellett; Image 3: Jack and Merle with 
their children Alan, John, Glenyse and Terry (in Merle’s arms), with Merle’s youngest sister 
Gillian c. 1951; Image 4: Jack and Merle’s children at Tonimbuk in 1966 (LtoR): Ken, 
Glenyse (with Joan in front); Terry, John (holding Annette) & Alan (Images.1 to 4 courtesy 
of Glenyse Stephens). Image 5: is of Jack and Merle’s eldest son Private John Richard 
Tinkham (3791207). John grew up on the family’s property at Tonimbuk and was educated 
at Drouin High School. He played football for Bunyip. John was working as a clerk for Buln 
Buln Shire Council when he was conscripted for national service in April 1967. He 
subsequently served with the 4th Royal Australian Regiment in Vietnam from 21 May 
1968. On 20 October 1968, John was killed in action during Operation Capital. As a 
forward scout with 12th Platoon, he was checking jungle tracks for signs of enemy 
movement when he was shot by an enemy sniper. He was just 21 years old (Courtesy of 
AWM P10643.001). 
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Above left: Treloar’s barber / hairdressing shop in Station Street, Pakenham East (courtesy of BPHS). Above right: The Treloar family was 
particularly prominent in local football. Two of Tig and Bill’s brothers - Fred and Esca Treloar - played with Pakenham’s team which won 
the 1935 WGFL premiership. This photograph shows Fred (circled) with some of the legends of Pakenham footy, including Widow and 
Cracker Jackson and Basil Dodd (Courtesy of Graeme Treloar). Fred Treloar served with the Army (V74031) from 1940 to 1942, but is not 
listed on the Pakenham & District War Memorial. 

Sergeant Kenneth William (‘Bill’) TRELOAR
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 6 January 1920 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 May 1941 - aged 21
Service: Australian Army (V63552  / VX103563)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 31 October 1945  
Died: 28 April 1978 - Morwell, Victoria - aged 58

A mechanic in civilian life, Bill was the third of Vic and Elsie Treloar’s sons to serve in 
WW2 (the second being his older brother Fred, who is not commemorated on the 
Pakenham War Memorial). Bill initially served with the 4th Division, AASC, including at 
Geraldton in Western Australia. He was transferred to the AIF in September 1942 and 
later deployed to the Torres Strait with the 159 Australian General Transport Coy. In 
January 1945, Bill married Daphne Hughes, whom he had met whilst serving in Western 
Australia. After the War, Bill worked for the SECV at Yallourn. Image courtesy of Bill’s 
daughter, Kay Belcher. 

Corporal Leslie Thomas (‘Tig’) TRELOAR
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 13 January 1913 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 December 1939 - aged 26 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (5546)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 30 November 1945  
Died: 8 November 1995 - Moe, Victoria - aged 82

Nicknamed ‘Tig’, Leslie was son of Graham (‘Vic’) and Elsie Treloar. His father was the 
local Pakenham barber / hairdresser. Before the War, Tig worked as a market gardener for 
Wadsley’s in Koo Wee Rup and as a mechanic in Drouin and Dandenong. He 
subsequently served as a RAAF flight mechanic and fitter. His postings included to Cape 
York and the Torres Strait (Thursday Island & Horn Island), where the RAAF played an 
important role in the defence of Australia and in support of military operations in nearby 
New Guinea. After the War, Tig worked for the State Electricity Commission in Yallourn. 
He was married to Catherine Darlison. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 5546). 



209

Private Alan Charles WADSLEY
Pakenham & District War Memorial and Roll of Honour
Born: 8 March 1921 - Bunyip, Victoria 
Enlisted: 3 June 1941 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V126128 / VX151747)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 22 March 1946  
Died: 7 January 1980 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 58

Alan was the son of Charles and Janet Wadsley, “Strathallan”, Pakenham Road, Koo Wee 
Rup. His father was a leading asparagus farmer, Justice of the Peace and former Berwick 
Shire Council President. Alan left school after obtaining the Merit Certificate and began 
farming locally too. During WW2, Alan served with the 22nd Infantry Battalion, including in 
Queensland and New Guinea. From early 1945 onwards, he served on New Britain 
island. After the War, Alan returned to farming. He never married and later lived in Ahern 
Road with his sister Helen. Image (showing Alan working on the family property in the 
1960s) courtesy of the Wadsley family. 

Private Thomas Edward  (‘Ted’) VAUGHAN
Pakenham South War Memorial and Roll of Honour
Born: 5 December 1923 - Pakenham, Victoria  
Enlisted: 15 January 1942 - aged 18 
Service: Australian Army (V285658 / VX122677)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 7 March 1944  
Died: 27 February 2010 - Noble Park, Victoria - aged 86

Ted was the son of Thomas Henry and Mary Anne Vaughan. The Vaughans were one of 
the soldier-settler families which made Pakenham South and Rythdale their home after 
WW1. During WW2, Ted served with the 119 Australian General Transport Coy, including 
in the Northern Territory. He was discharged in early 1944 to take up a share farm 
producing vegetables. In 1945 Ted married Rose Ashley. He later became a carpenter and 
lived in Dandenong, Oakleigh and Noble Park. Image courtesy of Ted’s daughter Debbie 
Vaughan.

Corporal William Alan (‘Alan’) WARNER
Pakenham Upper WW2 Roll of Honour
Born: 13 December 1915 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 16 August 1941 - aged 25 
Service: Australian Army (V42218 / VX131797)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 8 November 1945  
Died: 16 August 1984 - Dandenong, Victoria

Alan was the eldest son of Albert and Alice (nee Nye) Warner of Nar Nar Goon North. His 
grandfather Andrew Warner was a pioneering Pakenham Upper orchardist. Educated at 
NNG North School, Alan became an orchardist himself and played district football and 
cricket. During WW2, Alan served in New Guinea with the 37/52 Battalion until he was 
evacuated back to Australia with “scrub typhus”. Alan married Lorna Pownceby in April 
1944. They established a dairy farm at NNG North and later moved to Ahern Road, 
Pakenham in 1960. Alan then worked for the State Rivers Commission, CRB and 
Pakenham Shire until retirement. Image courtesy of Alan’s daughter Jeanette Heywood.
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Left: Norman and Mabel Webster with their children at Dandenong Town Hall in 1952 - LtoR: Caroline (Mrs Cecil Purton); Noel, Mr 
Norman Webster senior, Bruce, Mrs Mabel Webster, Fay & Frank; Right: Frank and his wife Iris in uniform during WW2. Iris served with 
the WAAAF (Service number 90280) from October 1941 until May 1943) (Courtesy of the Webster family).

Sergeant Norman Noel (‘Noel’ or ‘NN’) WEBSTER
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 30 August 1922 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 2 September 1941 - aged 19 
Service: Australian Army (VX62761)
Served: Northern Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 4 December 1945 
Died: 6 September 2014 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 92  

Nicknamed “NN”, Noel was the second son of Norman and Mabel Webster. A carpenter 
and joiner by trade, Noel played football for Pakenham before and after WW2. He married 
Marjorie Cook in late 1941, not long after enlisting in the AIF. Noel served with No 1 and 
No 146 General Transport Coys in Alice Springs and was also in Darwin for a period. He 
later served in New Guinea. In 1947, Noel took over Harold Hogan’s real estate agency. 
He became a leading local businessman and citizen. Noel served the local community for 
decades, including as captain of the Pakenham Urban Fire Brigade and pensions officer 
for the local RSL. Image courtesy of NAA (B883/VX62761).

Corporal Frank Reau WEBSTER
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 16 May 1919 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 21 November 1939 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (VX1484)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & New Guinea  
Discharged: 8 August 1945
Died: 9 October 1962 - Adelaide, South Australia - aged 43 years

Frank was the eldest son of Norman and Mabel Webster of “Normanhurst” orchard on 
Army Road. Frank was one of the first from the Pakenham District to enlist in the AIF. He 
subsequently served in the Middle East (including Libya) and Greece as a nursing orderly 
with the 2/2 Field Ambulance. Frank later served with the 2/2 Australian General Hospital 
on the Atherton Tablelands near Cairns and in New Guinea. In March 1943, he married Iris 
Taylor. After the War, Frank and Iris ran a store in Hepburn Springs. They later moved to 
South Australia, where Frank died from cancer of the oesophagus in 1962. He was just 43 
years old. Image courtesy of Frank’s son, Karl Webster. 
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NN Webster: A full and 
active life 
Born and bred in Pakenham, Noel 
“ N N ” W e b s t e r w a s o n e o f 
Pakenham’s most prominent 
citizens, actively involved in a range 
of community groups, including the 
Pakenham Fire Brigade and the 
RSL. He grew up on “Normanhurst” 
orchard at Army Road and attended 
school locally. These photographs 
show different aspects of NN’s full 
and active life: Image 1: Noel as a 
teenager, perhaps during the 
parade held at Pakenham in 1937 
to celebrate the Coronation of King 
George VI; Image 2 shows Noel 
with his kit bag on the family 
property “Normanhurst” when he 
was leaving for the Army in 1941. 
The kit bag has his name and 
service number on it; Image 3: Noel 
with his wife Marjorie Cook during 
WW2. Marjorie was the daughter of 
Len Cook, a local WW1 veteran 
who operated a butcher’s shop in  
Station Street with his sons; Image 
4: Noel as a player in the 1947 
Pakenham Football Team. He 
played with some of the greats of 
local football, including “Cracker” 
and “Widow” Jackson, the Maher 
brothers, Ron Cope and Doug 
Monckton; Image 5: Noel’s real 
estate business on Main Street c. 
early 1980s; Image 6: Noel as 
captain of the Pakenham Fire 
Brigade. In 1981, he was awarded 
the Queen’s Fire Services Medal, 
awarded for distinguished service 
and “conspicuous devotion to duty”. 
Only 21 Victorians were awarded 
this medal between 1969 and 1982.  
Noel was also awarded the Fire 
Brigade Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. Images 1, 2, 3 and 
6 are courtesy of the Webster 
family: Image 4 is courtesy of Diane 
Dunn; Image 5 courtesy of CCLC 
Local History Archive.  
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Sapper John Austin (‘Jack’) WHITE
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 11 August 1922 - Jethro, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 June 1941 - aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V15875 / VX65538)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 17 May 1946  
Died: 10 August 2005 - Echuca, Victoria - aged 82

Jack was the son of John Austin White senior and his wife Mary. The Whites lived on 
Ahern Road. Jack was a farm labourer before enlisting in the AIF. He subsequently served 
with the 2 Australian Armoured Brigade, before qualifying as a parachutist and transferring 
to the elite 1 Australian Paratroop Battalion, RAE. Jack later also qualified as a marksman. 
After the War, John became a police officer. He married Margaret Little in 1948. By the 
early 1960s, Jack was serving in Echuca in northern Victoria. Later, he took up farming in 
that district. Image courtesy of NAA (B883/VX65538). 

Private Harold WYATT
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 5 August 1910 - Box Hill, Victoria 
Enlisted: 15 January 1942 - aged 31
Service: Australian Army (V285723)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 9 November 1944  
Died: 6 January 2003 - Gold Coast, Queensland - aged 92

The son of Frank and Edith Wyatt, Harold attended Box Hill Grammar School before 
following in his father’s footsteps and becoming a grocer. In 1937, Harold married Alicia 
Breman. By 1939, they had moved to Pakenham, where Harold’s brother Reg had a farm 
in Gembrook Road. Harold and Alicia later settled in James Street Pakenham East. During 
WW2, Harold served as a driver with service, ordinance and transport companies in 
Australia. He was discharged in 1944 as part of a manpower release. Harold later worked 
as a painter. Harold’s wife Alicia was active with the Pakenham Mothers’ Club in the 
1950s. Image courtesy of NAA (B884, V285723). 

Signalman Donald Arthur YATES
Pakenham & District War Memorial 
Born: 9 November 1923 - Pakenham East, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 December 1941 -  aged 18
Service: Australian Army (V310893 / VX147342)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 18 February 1946  
Died: 25 May 2019 - Brighton, Victoria - aged 95 

Don was a son of Thomas and Violet Yates, dairy farmers at Ryan Road, Pakenham East. 
He was an apprentice joiner before enlisting for WW2. Don subsequently served as a 
linesman / signaller with the 3rd Division Signals in New Guinea, Bougainville and the 
Solomon Islands, becoming highly proficient in Morse code. He contracted malaria and 
dengue fever during his tropical service. After the War, Don became a linesman with the 
PMG and eventually rose to become regional metropolitan manager for Telecom in 
Melbourne, with a staff of 300. He married Joan Higgins in 1947. The couple raised six 
children. Image courtesy of Donald Yates’ children. 



Remembering those who also served
During the course of researching this book, it quickly became apparent that there 
was a much larger group of people associated with the Pakenham District who served in WW2 but are not 
commemorated on the local war memorials and honour rolls for various reasons. Some were Pakenham born and 
bred, but were living outside of the District when they enlisted for service. Others were local residents when they 
joined up, spent years in uniform away from their families, but never saw “operational service” overseas or in 
northern Australia. Then there are those Diggers (some of whom served with other Allied forces - e.g. the UK and the 
Netherlands) who made Pakenham their home after the War, becoming integral members of the local community. 

Whilst out of the scope of this book, it is appropriate that these other local Diggers are also recognised as part of the 
Pakenham District’s contribution to WW2. This final section of the book presents profiles for 21 of these other Diggers 
(unfortunately, the constraints of time, resources and space means that it is not possible to include more). Some have 
already been included on the “Cardinia Shire Memorial Wall” dedicated by the Pakenham RSL in November 2018 
adjacent to the Pakenham & District War Memorial. Others though, like Wal Sheldon, are still awaiting official 
recognition. Indeed, a few years before he died, Wal wrote to the Pakenham Shire seeking to have his name added 
to the local war Memorial. Wal deeply desired this because even though he had spent periods living and working 
elsewhere, Pakenham was always “home” for Wal. In his letter to the Shire, Wal noted that he had first come to 
Pakenham in April 1919 (his parents having a property on Army Road). Although Wal was living and working at 
“Road’s End” in Berwick when he enlisted, the people of Pakenham presented him with a wallet before he left for 
overseas with the AIF. Wal was also amongst the Diggers officially welcomed home to Pakenham in June 1946 (see 
PG 14/6/1946 p. 3). In later life, Wal lived in Dame Pattie Avenue, just behind St James’ Church. Hopefully, Wal will 
get his wish soon and his name will be added to the Cardinia Shire Memorial Wall. 
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Above: members of the local 52nd Battalion militia unit. Included in the photograph are Aub Long 
(1); Reg Kirkland (2); Bob Cooke (3) & Jack Shelton (4). Unfortunately, many of the men can no 
longer be identified (Courtesy of Richard Shelton). Right: Wal Sheldon, a long-time Pakenham 
resident whose WW2 service is not commemorated on Pakenham’s war memorials (Courtesy of 
Marlene Knaap).
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Signalman John Francis (‘Jack’) ARNOTT
Born:15 December 1914 - Stawell, Victoria 
Enlisted: 23 October 1939 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (VX4821)
Served:  Australia, United Kingdom & Middle East
Discharged: 2 February 1945  
Died: 22 October 1999 - Dandenong, Victoria - aged 84

Jack was the son of John and Alice Arnott of Stawell. By the late 1930s, he was a farm 
hand and keen cricketer at Yinnar in Gippsland. During WW2, Jack served as a technical 
storeman, fitter and mechanic. He was with the 6th Division AIF signals in the UK and the 
9th Division Signals in the Middle East. Jack was a “Rat of Tobruk” and served at El 
Alamein. Released as manpower in early 1945, he returned to Yinnar, becoming a forestry 
trainee. Jack was active in the RSL and Progress Association there. He married Betty 
Williams in 1947 and later became a soldier-settler dairy farmer on Grey’s estate at 
Pakenham. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX4821).  
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Corporal Frank Stayner ANDREWS
Born: 24 August 1906 - Aspendale, Victoria  
Enlisted: 29 May 1940 - aged 33
Service: Australian Army (VX19005)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece, & New Guinea 
Discharged: 11 April 1944  
Died: 29 March 1961 - Oakleigh, Victoria - aged 54 

The eldest son of Frank and Flora Andrews of Gembrook Road, Frank was a farmer and 
market gardener. In 1927, Frank married Dorothea Hone. They later moved to Oakleigh. 
During WW2, Frank served as an army motor transport driver. He was reported as missing 
during the disastrous Greek campaign, which would have caused great distress to 
Dorothea and their children, who lived in Pakenham during the War. Fortunately, Frank 
made it to safety and went on to qualify as a driving and mechanical instructor. He was 
released from the Army in 1944 to return to resume market gardening in the Clayton / 
Oakleigh District. Image courtesy of NAA (B883, VX19005). 

Captain Douglas Greenwood (‘Mick‘) BROWN
Born: 25 July 1916 - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 11 March 1941 - aged 24
Service: Australian Army (V42738 / VX88142)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 21 June 1949  
Died: 16 September 1998 - Beaumaris, Victoria - aged 82

Known as “Mick”, Douglas was the youngest son of Samuel and Maud Brown of Gembrook 
Road. Mick became a local farmer, driver and musician and served with his brothers Jack 
and Howard in the local militia. During WW2, Mick was commissioned as a lieutenant with 
the 37/52nd Battalion and served in New Guinea, including with Milne Bay Fortress 
Command, GHQ 4th Brigade and on New Britain. He later became an instructor with 33 
Australian Infantry Training Battalion and also served as a Captain with the Army Education 
Office. Mick was awarded the Efficiency Medal in 1948. He married June Potter in 1942. 
The couple later became hairdressers at Balaclava. Image courtesy of Malcolm Elliott.
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Corporal Clifford Frederick Richard (‘Cliff’) CAMERON
Born: 13 November 1918 - Box Hill, Victoria 
Enlisted: 26 June 1940 - aged 21
Service: Australian Army  (VX41390)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 24 January 1946  
Died: 31 December 2001 - Dandenong, Victoria

Son of Alfred and Doris Cameron, who were orchardists at Box Hill. Cliff became an 
orchardist too. He served in the militia with the 24/39th Battalion, before enlisting in the 
AIF. He subsequently served with Army transport units in the Northern Territory and South 
Australia.  While serving with the 147 Australian General Transport Coy, Cliff was awarded 
a commendation by General Sir Thomas Blamey, Commander-in-Chief of Australian 
Forces in the South-West Pacific. In 1947, he married Dorothy Washbourne. By 1949, Cliff 
and Dorothy had settled at “Cambourne”, an orchard on Toomuc Valley Road. Image 
courtesy of NAA (B883, VX41390). 

Able Seaman John Walter (‘Jack’) COOP
Born: 8 June 1918 - North Fitzroy, Victoria 
Enlisted: 14 August 1940 - aged 22
Service: Australian Army (V29917) / Royal Australian Navy (PM5102)
Served: HMAS Cerberus, Kapunda, Harman and other postings
Discharged: 5 March 1946  
Died: 30 July 1992 - Dandenong - aged 74

Son of Charles and Florence Coop of Oakleigh, Jack was a milkman by trade. He was 
initially a trooper with 101 Mounted Regiment before enlisting in the RAN in late 1942. 
Jack served on HMAS Kapunda, a corvette deployed in New Guinea waters. In 1946, he 
married Iris Palmer at Canberra, where he was training to become a bricklayer prior to 
discharge. In 1950, Jack took up a soldier-settler block on Grey’s Estate at Pakenham, 
establishing a dairy farm there. He later operated a caravan hire business. Jack was 
active in the local RSL and Masonic Lodge and was a passionate golfer. Coop Road is 
named in his memory. Image courtesy of Jack’s daughters Barbara Adams & Jenny Stone. 

Corporal Bernard Cyril (‘Bernie’ or ‘Bunny’) DRAKE
Born: 17 February 1909 - Bunyip, Victoria  
Enlisted: 28 April 1942 - aged 33
Service: Australian Army (V375754)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 12 August 1944  
Died: 13 May 2003 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 94

The son of James and Elizabeth Drake of Bunyip. Bernie was a PMG telephone 
mechanic. He and his wife Eileen moved to Pakenham East in the late 1930s. During 
WW2, Bernie could not enlist in the AIF because he was in a reserved occupation, but 
instead served as a linesman in Victoria with 3 Lines of Communication Signals. He 
returned to Pakenham in August 1944. Known as “Mr Pakenham”, there was hardly a local 
organisation or good cause that Bernie was not involved with over the years. In 1981, he 
was awarded the British Empire Medal (BEM) by HM The Queen for his services to the 
Pakenham Bush Nursing Hospital. Image courtesy of Ron Carroll. 



Leading Aircraftman Robert Mervyn (‘Bob’) FOX 
Born: 14 March 1923 - Mortlake, Victoria  
Enlisted: 30 July 1942 - aged 19 
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (59764)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 30 April 1945  
Died: 13 April 2015 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 92 

Bob was the son of Robert and Lavinia Fox. He grew up on a soldier-settler farm at 
Cheshunt near Wangaratta and worked in a cheese factory before enlisting. Bob 
subsequently served as a RAAF flight mechanic, including at Higgins Field on Cape York 
and with the 10 Communications Unit on Bougainville. In the early 1950s, Bob and his 
parents moved to Nar Nar Goon North. He later joined the PMG as a linesman and settled 
in Pakenham East with his wife Moira (nee Holden). Bob was a stalwart of the Pakenham 
RSL, serving from 1972 to 1997 as President, Secretary, then President again. He was 
made an RSL Life Member in 2008. Image courtesy of Pakenham Gazette. 
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Private James Henry GARD
Born: 18 July 1921 - Kyabram, Victoria 
Enlisted: 30 September 1941 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V15541 / VX113482)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 4 January 1946  
Died: 26 July 1987 - Moss Vale, NSW - aged 66 years

Jim was the eldest son of Henry and Elizabeth Gard. Before WW2, he was a foreman at 
the Gross Knitting Mills in Melbourne. In 1941, Jim married Thelma Cameron, who was 
from Pakenham. During WW2, Jim served as a driver / mechanic with Army transport 
units, including in WA, Queensland and New Guinea. While Jim was away, Thelma 
moved back to Pakenham. Jim was amongst the Diggers officially welcomed back there 
in June 1946. Settling at Pakenham, Jim drove trucks for Truscott’s Sawmill and later was 
caretaker at the Pakenham Consolidated School. He was active in the Pakenham RSL 
and the football and bowls clubs. Image courtesy of Jim’s son, Jim Gard. 

Sergeant Geofrey Richard Butler (‘Geof’) GEORGE
Born: 16 January 1915 - Healesville, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 July 1940 - aged 25 
Service: Australian Army (VX44507)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea 
Discharged: 7 November 1945  
Died: 8 January 2003, Yarrawonga, Victoria - aged 87

Son of Shepparton graziers Richard and Jessie George, Geof was working as a herd 
tester in Murchison when he enlisted with twelve mates. Geof subsequently served with 
the 2/9 Australian Light Anti-Aircraft Battery in the Middle East and 235th Battery in New 
Guinea. He married Linda Draper in 1942. After the War, Geof was dairy inspector in 
Pakenham. He was a keen sportsman (playing football, cricket, tennis and golf) and a 
great community worker, including serving as Secretary of the Pakenham Show 
Committee, RSL President and Master of the Masonic Lodge. Geof was later promoted to 
a more senior role in Benalla. Image courtesy of NAA Geof’s daughter Rosemary Inglis. 
 



 Private Francis Llewelyn (‘Llew’) ISAAC
Born: 26 May 1919 - Healesville, Victoria 
Enlisted: 9 May 1941 -  aged 21
Service: Australian Army (VX55372)
Served: Australia & Middle East 
Discharged: 10 September 1943  
Died: 13 August 1999 - Frankston, Victoria - aged 80 

Llew was the son of Frank and Margaret Isaac. He was a motor mechanic in Warragul and 
a member of the 52nd Battalion militia before enlisting in the AIF. Llew served as a 
mechanic and fitter with the 3 Ordinary Workshop Coy in the Middle East (Egypt, Palestine 
and Syria). After returning to Australia, he was seriously injured in a motor cycle accident 
in Melbourne and subsequently discharged. Llew married Gladys Arthur in 1944. After a 
few years back in Warragul, Llew and Gladys settled in Pakenham, where he worked as a 
mechanic for Brown Brothers. He was active in the local RSL, serving as president of the 
Pakenham RSL from 1963 to 1965. Image courtesy of Llew’s daughter Bev Milner. 

Private Norman Albert (‘Norm’) JOSEPH 
Born: 6 March 1923 [Actually 5 March 1926] - North Fitzroy, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 September 1941 - aged 18 [actually 15]
Service: Australian Army (N280100 / NX140904)
Served: Australia, New Guinea & South West Pacific
Discharged: 13 June 1946  
Died: 13 June 2017 - Pakenham, Victoria 

The son of Benjamin and Eva Joseph, Norm enlisted under age and served with an 
anti-aircraft unit during the Japanese bombing of Darwin. Norm contracted malaria and 
yellow fever in New Guinea before being returned to Australia because of his age. Norm 
later served in Borneo, including at Balikpapan. After WW2, he worked on merchant ships.  
He met and married his wife Zoe in England. They lived in South Africa for many years, 
returning to Australia in the late 1980s. Norm was a life member of the Pakenham RSL and 
the last WW2 Digger to serve as President (2004 - 2009). He was also a leading Rotarian 
and Paul Harris Fellow. Image courtesy of the Pakenham Gazette.
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Lance Corporal Grace KENNEDY
Born: 22 March 1922 - Pakenham, Victoria 
Enlisted: 27 November 1942 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (VF396226)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 8 August 1944  
Died: 8 September 2015 - Huntsville, Madison Alabama USA 

Grace was the youngest child of Francis Kennedy and his wife Mary (nee Bumpstead).  
Grace was just five when her mother died and she spent part of her childhood growing up 
with her sister and brother-in-law Mary and Ted Cook in Army Road. During WW2, Grace  
served in the AWAS as a clerk until she married Johnnie Lafayette Barnett, an American 
GI serving in New Guinea with the US 52nd Signal Battalion. In September 1945, Grace 
migrated to America as a war bride. She and Johnnie later returned to Australia for a few 
years, before returning to America where Johnnie worked for the US Border Patrol in 
Arizona, California & Florida. Image courtesy of Grace’s daughter Kaye Barnett - Weichel. 
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Leading Aircraftman Harry MADDOCKS
Born: 5 February 1924 - Leeds, Yorkshire England 
Enlisted: 23 September 1941 - aged 17
Service: Royal Air Force (1458859]
Served: United Kingdom, Burma & South West Pacific
Discharged: 3 July 1946  
Died: 13 November 1997 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 73

English-born Harry put up his age to join the RAF following the “Battle for Britain” and the 
“Blitz”. He subsequently served as a leading aircraftman, maintaining electrical systems 
on bomber and fighter aircraft and providing support for front-line RAF operations in 
Britain, Burma and Singapore. After WW2, he married Claire Lish. Harry and his family 
migrated to Australia in 1952. He worked in the Newport quarries before acquiring his own 
removal van. Being very skilled with his hands, Harry then starting a successful business 
as a master ceramic mould maker. Widowed in 1971, Harry later married Betty Morrison 
and settled in Gembrook Road, Pakenham in 1983. Image courtesy of Betty Maddocks.

Corporal Cecil Gawthorne (‘Cec’) KIDGELL
Born: 4 March 1921 - Wangaratta, Victoria  
Enlisted:  25 October 1940 - aged 19
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (19387)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 4 March 1946  
Died: 30 March 1990 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 69

Son of James and Constance Kidgell of Myhree, Cec was educated at Ivanhoe Grammar. 
He worked on farms before joining the RAAF. Cec subsequently served in Australia as a 
flight rigger and fitter. He tried to transfer to air crew to join his twin brother James, but 
was unsuccessful (James later died in an aircraft accident in the UK). In 1948, Cec got a 
position with Plummer’s garage in Pakenham and for many years was workshop foreman 
for the Berwick and Pakenham Shires. He married Merna Carnell in 1948. Cec was a 
talented footballer, playing over 200 games for Pakenham. He was active in St James’ 
Church and was Pakenham RSL President (1989-1990). Image courtesy of Diane Dunn. 

Private John Joseph (‘Jack’) LIA
Born: 6 August 1921 - Hawthorn, Victoria 
Enlisted: 19 January 1942 - aged 20
Service: Australian Army (V285941)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 10 April 1944
Died: 27 April 1956 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 34

Jack was the son of John and Mary Lia. He attended St Patrick’s School in Pakenham and 
St Patrick’s College in Sale before joining his father’s butchery business in Pakenham 
East. During WW2, Jack served with armoured and tank regiments in Victoria and NSW. 
In 1942, he married Joyce Holdensen of Pakenham Upper. Jack was released from the 
Army in 1944 to return to butchery. After the War, he built a new, modern shop on Main 
Street. Jack was a long-standing member of the Pakenham Fire Brigade, St Patrick’s 
Catholic Parish and the Pakenham Football Club, of which he was President. Tragically, 
Jack died of cancer in April 1956. Image courtesy of Jack’s daughter, Jan Richards. 



Some of Pakenham’s other WW2 Diggers with members of their families 
Photographs of some of the other WW2 Diggers associated with the Pakenham district: Image 1: Cecil Kidgell (right) with his brother James 
Ian Kidgell. Both served in the RAAF during WW2, with James being killed in an aircraft accident in the UK. Cecil settled in Pakenham in 
1948 after getting a job with Plummer’s garage (Courtesy of Evan Evans; Image 2: Geof George with his wife Linda, young daughter 
Rosemary and others at a Pakenham Young Farmers’ Club event. Geof came to Pakenham after WW2 as the Department of Agriculture’s 
Dairy Inspector (Courtesy of Rosemary Inglis);. Image 3: Robert Smith with his wife Bonnie and son Bobby. Robert grew up in Pakenham 
East (where his father and grandfather operated the blacksmiths on Main Street), but later moved around Victoria after joining the Railways 
(Image courtesy of Peter Brown); Image 4: Originally from Lang Lang, Milner Rocky married Marie Vaughan of Pakenham South in 1941 
and settled there after WW2. This photograph shows Rocky and Marie with their children (LtoR) Jeff, Greg, Joy (baby) and Rod (Image 
courtesy of Joy Boucher); Image 5: Mick Manestar with his wife Cynthia during WW2. Mick, who settled in Mary Road Officedale was 
President of the Pakenham RSL (Courtesy of Pail Manestar); Image 6: Harry Vandersloot, his wife Dorrie and daughters Lois and Audrey 
while Harry was on leave in 1940 (Courtesy of Jenny McAuslan). 
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Leading Aircraftman Emil (‘Mick’) MANESTAR
Born: 20 January 1920 - Manestri (Crikvenice), Yugoslavia [now Croatia] 
Enlisted: 18 December 1942 - aged 22
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (125364)
Served:  Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 17 January 1946  
Died:17 September 2015 - Narre Warren, Victoria - aged 95

Mick was the son of Izidor and Stefania Manestar. He migrated to Australia in 1937. 
Manestar Road in Beaconsfield Upper is named after Mick’s grandfather Franjo, who had 
a property there. Mick initially settled at Childers Settlement near Thorpdale. He married 
Cynthia Bateson in 1943. During WW2, Mick served in the RAAF, including in Townsville. 
and New Guinea. After the War, Mick and Cynthia settled in Darnum where he worked as 
a bricklayer. In 1954, the couple moved to Mary Street, Officedale. Mick was President of 
the Pakenham RSL (1965-66) and an RSL life member. He was also active in Legacy, the 
Masonic Lodge and Pakenham Bowls Club. Image courtesy of Mick’s son Paul Manestar.

Lance Corporal Russel (‘Rus’) MCINNES
Born: 7 April 1911 - Yulecart, Victoria 
Enlisted: 8 January 1942 - aged 30
Service: Australian Army (V160821) 
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 7 February 1946  
Died: 12 October 2005 - Clayton, Victoria - aged 94

Rus was the son of Archibald and Harriet McInnes of Yulecart in the Western District of 
Victoria. As a young man, Rus was a grocer’s assistant in Hamilton. He was also a keen 
footballer. Russ married Nellie Eddy in 1940. During WW2, he served with stores units 
and was deployed to New Guinea. After the War, Rus and Nellie moved to Pakenham, 
where Rus worked for many years in Robinson’s store. He served as Secretary of the 
Pakenham RSL from 1958 to 1976 and was made an RSL life member in 2008. Rus also 
loved the Pakenham Football Club and was a long serving committee member. Image 
courtesy of Marlene Knaap. 
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Corporal James Rock (‘Rocky’) MILNER
Born: 3 May 1920 - Ringwood East, Victoria  
Enlisted: 2 July 1940 - aged 20 
Service: Australian Army (V42465 / VX142109)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 14 February 1946  
Died: 6 May 1997 - Cardinia, Victoria - aged 77

Before WW2, Rocky farmed in Lang Lang with his parents Bert and Elizabeth Milner. He 
also served with the 52nd Battalion militia unit from 1938. In 1941, Rocky married Marie 
Vaughan of Pakenham South. During WW2, he served with the 24th Battalion in New 
Guinea, including as body guard to the Battalion’s Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. George 
Smith. After the War, Rocky and Marie farmed in Pakenham South and raised ten 
children. They later settled on Morrison Road, Pakenham Upper where Rocky operated a 
cartage business. He was active in the Pakenham Fire Brigade for many years. Image 
courtesy of Rocky’s daughter, Joy Boucher.
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Aircraftman Reginald William (‘Reg’) MOLONEY
Born: 20 July 1924 [actually 26 January 1925] - Trafalgar, Victoria  
Enlisted: 4 September 1942 - aged 18 [actually 17]
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (118094)
Served: Australia & New Guinea 
Discharged: 7 January 1946  
Died: 29 July 2008 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 84 

Reg was the son of William and Dorothy Moloney. His family was involved in the timber 
industry in Healesville. Reg was under-age when he enlisted in the RAAF. He 
subsequently served as an armourer and gunner on Catalina flying boats, including in 
New Guinea. On one occasion, Reg was deemed medically unfit for a particular mission 
because of tinea on his feet. The plane he was meant to fly in later crashed. In 1946, Reg 
married Ingaborg Rudiger. The couple moved to Pakenham in 1947, where Reg 
established a hire car business, which eventually became Moloney’s Bus and Taxi 
Service. Image courtesy of Reg’s daughter Gayle Van Diemen.

Private Jack Harold PARKER
Born: 27 September 1914 - Moonee Ponds, Victoria  
Enlisted: 19 April 1940 - aged 25
Service: Australian Army (VX12597)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & POW (Germany)
Discharged: 27 July 1945  
Died: 6 January 2003 - Pakenham, Victoria

Jack was the son of Harold and Jeanie Parker of Sylvan. Like his father, Jack became a 
farmer. After enlisting in the AIF, he served with A Coy, 2/8th Battalion in the Middle East 
and Libya. Jack was taken POW whilst part of the Allied force which tried to stop the 
German advance through strategic mountain passes near Florina, northern Greece. He 
was interned in Stalag XXA in what is now Poland. Jack married Dorothy Joyce Smith in 
1947. In the early 1950s, he dairy farmed in Nar Nar Goon North, before settling in 
Pakenham. Jack served as president of the Pakenham RSL from 1980 to 1984. Image 
courtesy of Jack’s son Andy Parker

Flying Officer Errol Gordon ROBINSON
Born: 16 January 1916 - Leongatha, Victoria  
Enlisted: 29 May 1942 - aged 26
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (418694)
Served: Australia & United Kingdom
Discharged: 10 December 1945  
Died: 5 January 1989 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 72

Eldest son of Pakenham storekeepers Stanley and Mary Robinson, Errol finished his 
education at Dandenong High School before managing the family’s store at Officer. In 
1940, Errol married Marjorie Bradford. During WW2, he served with 10 Squadron RAAF, 
including as a wireless operator on Sunderland flying boats attached to UK Coastal 
Command. On one mission, Errol’s plane attacked and sank a German u-boat. After 
WW2, Errol was very active in the Officer community until he moved back to Pakenham, 
where he ran the family store with his brother Alan. Errol was Pakenham RSL President 
from 1956 to 1958. Image courtesy of Errol’s nephew, Wayne Robinson. 
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Warrant Officer Samuel Edgar SHALLARD
Born: 28 June 1908 - Footscray Victoria 
Enlisted: 20 August 1941 - aged 33
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (42521)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 20 February 1946  
Died: 13 November 1990 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 83

A son of Samuel Shallard senior, who began farming in Ryan Rd in 1937, Sam was briefly 
a junior teacher before becoming a partner in the family-owned Shallard Bros Real Estate 
agency in Footscray.  During WW2, he served as a military policeman at RAAF HQ 
Southern Area, Melbourne. His duties there included supervising Haijme Toyoshima, the 
first Japanese POW captured in Australia (and later an instigator of the infamous Cowra 
Breakout). Sam was posted to Darwin shortly after marrying Heather Thomas in 1943. 
After WW2, he joined his brothers farming in Ryan Rd. Sam was active with the Pakenham 
Recreation Ground and Hall Committees. Image courtesy of Sam’s daughter Rosalind 
Hopkins.  

Corporal Peter Bruce RONALD
Born: 17 October 1921 - Berwick, Victoria 
Enlisted: 19 August 1942
Service: Australian Army (V379862)
Served: Australia
Discharged: 20 September 1945  
Died: 24 July 1989 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 67

The eldest son of Bruce and Gwladis Ronald of “Koo-Man-Goo-Nong”, Pakenham,  Peter 
took over running the property in his late teens following his father’s premature death. 
Being a farmer, Peter was not able to enlist for the AIF, but joined the local 11th Battalion, 
Volunteer Defence Corps during the “Battle for Australia”. He married Heather Lambert in 
1949. Peter became one of Pakenham’s most respected residents, serving for decades 
on the Shire Council, the Pakenham Agricultural & Horticultural Society and the 
Pakenham Racing Club Committee. He was also President of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Victoria. In 1979, Peter was made a Companion of the Order of St Michael & 
St George (CMG) by HM The Queen. Image courtesy of Peter’s son Bill Ronald. 

Corporal Heather Jean SHALLARD
Born: 19 August 1920 - Brunswick, Victoria  
Enlisted: 25 March 1942 - aged 21
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (91497)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 24 December 1944  
Died: 27 March 2016 - Somerville, Victoria - aged 95

The daughter of William and Hilda Thomas of Brunswick, Heather was ledger keeper for  
Rockman’s fashion showroom. During WW2 she served in the WAAAF as a stores clerk 
at RAAF HQ Southern Area. In July 1943, Heather married Warrant Officer Samuel 
Shallard, who was posted to Darwin just three weeks later. After WW2, Heather and Sam 
became farmers in Ryan Rd, Pakenham. Heather was a great community worker, 
supporting the Consolidated School Mothers’ Club, CWA and Bush Nursing Hospital. She 
also campaigned energetically to have the Pakenham swimming pool and club 
established in the 1950s. Image courtesy of Heather’s daughter Rosalind Hopkins. 
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Lance Corporal Walter Henry (‘Wal’) SHELDON
Born: 10 August 1903 [actually 3 August 1903] - Ballarat, Victoria  
Enlisted: 12 June 1940 - aged 36
Service: Australian Army (VX41892) 
Served: Australia, South West Pacific & POW (Japanese)
Discharged: 18 December 1945  
Died: 22 August 1998 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 95

Wal was the son of Walter and Lucy Sheldon. He settled with his parents on an Army Rd 
orchard in 1919. He married Alice Park in 1935 and grew flowers in Boronia and later  
farming for Sir Sidney Sewell at “Roads End” Berwick. During WW2, Wal served with the 4 
Reserve Motor Transport Coy in Malaya and Singapore, where he was taken POW. He was 
held at Changi, and later Kranji, where he grew vegetables for the prisoners. Wal was 
liberated in September 1945. After the War, he farmed around Boronia and Wantirna. In 
older age, Wal and Alice returned to Pakenham, where they lived in Dame Pattie Avenue. 
He was a member of the Pakenham Lodge. Image courtesy of Wal’s niece Marlene Knaap. 

Private Robert Oscar (‘Bert’) SMITH
Born: 12 February 1912 - Berwick, Victoria 
Enlisted:15 July 1940 - aged 28
Service: Australian Army (VX36613)
Served: Australia & South West Pacific & POW (Japanese)
Discharged: 14 February 1946  
Died: 15 April 1980 - Glen Waverley, Victoria - aged 68 

Bert’s grandfather and father Oscar and George Smith were blacksmiths, wheelwrights and 
undertakers in Main Street, Pakenham East. Bert himself became a porter with the 
Victorian Railways. In 1934, he married Rose (‘Bonnie’) Moore and was living in Burwood 
when he enlisted in 1940. Bert served with the 2/21st Battalion AIF and was taken POW by 
the Japanese on Ambon. He somehow survived the atrocious treatment meted out by the 
Japanese there. After being liberated in 1945, Bert was nursed back to health by Rose. He 
returned to the Railways and by 1954 was appointed station master at Maroona, near 
Ararat. Image courtesy of Bert’s relative, Peter Brown.

Lieutenant James Sydney (‘Syd’) THEWLIS
Born: 12 October 1895 - Longwood, Victoria 
Enlisted: 18 March 1942 - aged 46
Service: Australian Army (V367922)
Served: Australia 
Discharged: 31 October 1945  
Died: 14 September 1960 - Berwick, Victoria - aged 64

A WW1 Digger, Syd farmed “Sunnyside” on the Princes Highway (opposite what is now 
Thewlis Road), which he bought with assistance from the soldier-settlement scheme. Syd 
became one of the leading dairy farmers in the Pakenham Herd Testing Association. During 
WW2, he served as a lieutenant with D Coy, 11 Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps. Syd was 
very civic minded, actively involved with the local Pakenham Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society, RSL (president from 1943 to 1950) and Repatriation Committee. He was also a 
Berwick Shire Councillor and served as Shire President in 1958 - 1959. Syd was married to 
Ella Bould. Image courtesy of Bill Ronald. 



Sergeant Jan VIS
Born: 30 September 1923 - Teraar, The Netherlands 
Enlisted: Mid 1943 - aged 19 
Service: Dutch Underground Army / Royal Dutch Army
Served: The Netherlands & Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia)
Discharged: August 1948  
Still living as at March 2020 - aged 96 

Dutch-born Jan was an apprentice nurseryman from the age of 13. In 1943, he joined the 
underground (resistance) army in Nazi occupied Holland. Jan was based in an orchard on 
the island of Texel and given semi-military training. After Holland was liberated, Jan 
served as a Sergeant in the Royal Dutch Army. He was sent to Indonesia with the elite 
Prince Bernhardt Regiment, serving there until 1948. After returning to Holland, Jan 
married Jannetje Huisman. They migrated to Australia in 1952 and later settled at 
Hampton Park where Jan became a farmer and landscape consultant. He and Jannetje 
settled on a Pakenham Upper orchard in the 1960s. Image courtesy of Jan Vis. 
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Corporal Llewelyn Bruce (‘Bruce’) VARY
Born: 29 June 1913 - Morwell, Victoria  
Enlisted: 9 November 1939 - aged 26
Service: Australian Army (VX5731)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece, POW & Partisan Units (Greece / Yugoslavia) 
Discharged: 12 October 1944  
Died: 2 November 1981 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 67

Bruce was the son of Edward and Katherine Vary of Morwell. He served with the 6th 
Division AASC in the Middle East and Libya, but was taken POW in Greece. Bruce later 
escaped, joining up with local partisans and British commandos waging guerrilla war 
against the Germans in southern Yugoslavia and northern Greece. Bruce was later 
evacuated to safety via Turkey and returned to Australia for discharge. He married Doreen 
Aslette in 1949. In 1957, Bruce and Doreen settled on a 220 acre property on Cardinia 
Road. Bruce served as Pakenham RSL President in 1961-1962. Bruce and Doreen later 
settled in King Street, Pakenham. Image courtesy of the Vary family.  

Corporal Harry Herbert George VANDERSLOOT
Born: 10 August 1901 [actually 1902] - Melbourne, Victoria 
Enlisted: 26 June 1941 - aged 39 [actually 38]
Service: Australian Army (VX 58441)
Served: Australia, Middle East & New Guinea 
Discharged: 8 July 1947  
Died: 18 June 1974 - Pakenham, Victoria - aged 71 

After his mother’s death, Harry grew up at Pakenham South with his grandmother and 
uncle, Harriet and Harry Gawen. He was an inaugural student at Pakenham South School 
in 1911. Harry became a local farmer, champion cyclist and dance band pianist. He 
married Dorothy Finck and later farmed at Nungurner, East Gippsland. During WW2, 
Harry served in the Middle East and New Guinea. Harry, Dorothy and their two daughters 
returned to the Pakenham South farm c. 1950, where he grew peas for Raleigh’s factory. 
Harry and Dorothy raised their their two young grandchildren after their daughter Lois’s 
sudden death in 1955. Image courtesy of Harry’s grand-daughter, Jenny McAuslan. 
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The remarkable story of Bruce Vary in Greece
Bruce Vary, a Cardinia Road farmer who served as Pakenham 
RSL President from 1961 to 1963, came to national attention in 
1946 with the publication of the book “I lived with Greek 
Guerrillas” by Eleanor Turton. This book recounted his nearly 
three years fighting alongside Greek partisans in German 
occupied Greece. 

Bruce, who was from a pioneering Morwell family, enlisted in the 
AIF in October 1939. He was farewelled from Morwell with his 
sister, Beryl Vary (VX261) who was one of the first Australian 
Army nurses to be sent overseas. During the Greek campaign, 
he drove trucks from Piraeus to Larissa, supplying Allied forces. 
When most of the vehicles had been destroyed, Bruce was 
re-deployed with the infantry. During the evacuation from 
Greece, he and some mates made it to the coast, but when the 
rescue vessel did not arrive, they had no choice but to surrender. 
Later, Bruce and some other POWs managed to escape from a 
train carrying them to Germany. Bruce though, was betrayed by 
some starving peasants in exchange for food. He was 
subsequently handed over to the Gestapo and tortured. This 
made Bruce even more determined to escape. His opportunity 
came when the Germans again tried to ship him to Germany.  
Bruce jumped from the moving train in northern Greece and this 
time managed to elude capture. He was cared for by a Greek 
family in the northern Greek town of Katerini. 

There, Bruce (who became known as “Yannie” to the Greeks)  
met another Australians soldier, Sergeant Herbert “Slim” Wrigley. 
Bruce joined Slim and fought alongside local partisans operating 
against the Germans in northern Greece and southern 
Yugoslavia. Both experienced first hand the rigours of guerrilla 
warfare and witnessed the brutality of the German occupation. 
Eventually, Bruce and Slim both joined up with British 
commandos from Force 133, who had been parachuted into 
Greece to assist the partisans and were operating from Mount 
Olympus. However, being constantly on the run and exposed to 
the elements in rugged terrain, took its toll on Bruce’s health, and 
it was decided to evacuate him to safety via Turkey. After 
successfully making his way to Cairo, Bruce arrived home in 
Australia in February 1944. British Major H.R. Lake DSO who 
served with Bruce in Greece later said of him: “If Australians take 
off their hats to their soldiers ... then I invite them to accord 
Corporal Vary this honour. His story is one of fortitude and 
bravery, and his life in Greece was dominated only by the 
thought and the will to win through” (Advocate, 13/3/1946 p. 6). 

Bruce was hospitalised at Heidelberg Military Hospital for several 
months. He was malnourished, could not walk and was suffering 
from malaria. It was during this time that he told his remarkable 
story to author Eleanor Turton, who then published the account. 
After recovering and returning to Morwell, Bruce married and 
eventually acquired a property on Cardinia Road with assistance 
under the soldier-settlement scheme. 

Above: Review of 
Eleanor Turton’s 
book “I lived with 
Greek Guerrillas” 
w h i c h t o l d t h e 
s to r y o f B ruce 
Vary’s time with the 
partisans in Greece 
(from the Adelaide 
A d v e r t i s e r , 
16/3/1946 p. 4). 
Above left: Bruce 
with a comrade in 
G r e e c e d u r i n g  
1943. Left: Bruce & 
Doreen Vary on 
their Cardinia Road 
property in later life 
(Courtesy of the 
Vary family). 
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Jan Vis - one of the last of the WW2 generation
Today, there is just a handful of WW2 veterans still living in Pakenham. One of them is Jan 
Vis, who is now 96 years old. Jan was the son of Adrianus and Antonia Vis. His father 
operated a bridge over one of the famous Dutch canals, hoisting it up and down if the boats 
and barges could not pass underneath. From the age of 13, Jan worked as an apprentice 
in a plant nursery. However, on 10 May 1940, Nazi Germany invaded The Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg, In the process, the Germans bombed the city of Rotterdam, 
targeting the civilian areas. Nearly 1,000 civilians were killed and 25,000 homes destroyed. 
Dutch forces surrendered on 15 May, whilst Queen Wilhelmina and the Dutch government 
narrowly escaped and continued the War from London. 

The German occupation was harsh. The Gestapo hunted down anyone who opposed the 
Nazis. All able-bodied men between the ages of 18 and 45 were forced to work in factories 
for the Germans. There were food and other shortages due to massive economic 
extractions by the Germans. And nearly 75% of Holland’s Jewish population were deported 
and killed. An underground resistance army was formed. In mid 1943, 19 year old Jan 
decided to join the Resistance. He made his way by stealth from the Dutch mainland to the 
small island of Texel, where he was provided with an undercover safe haven on an orchard 
owned by the Bakker family. He was supported by local people with food and clothing. Jan 
was given some semi-military training by a member of the Royal Dutch Navy. On Texel, Jan 
and the other members of the resistance were literally in the middle of the Germans, who 
used the island as a place to recuperate their frontline troops and as a virtual prison for 
captured POWs and resistance fighters. On one occasion, Jan remembers that some 
Russian POWs who were being held by the Germans there, rose up against their captors, 
but were killed by the Germans. 

When the Netherlands was liberated in 1945, Jan was recruited into the Royal Dutch Army. 
He became a member of the Prince Bernhardt Stormtrooper Regiment, which was made 
up of former members of the Resistance and trained to fight the Japanese in Indonesia. 
The Prince Bernhardt Regiment was in England ready to leave for the Netherlands East 
Indies (now Indonesia) when Japan surrendered in August 1945. After arriving in the NEI, 
the Battalion was initially placed under the British South East Asian Command (SEAC) 
under General Sir Philip Christison. Later, control of the Regiment passed back to the 
Dutch. Jan, who served as a sergeant, was involved in fighting nationalist uprisings in 
Makassar (Sulawesi), Bali and Palembang (Sumatra) until 1948. The following year, the 
Dutch recognised Indonesian independence. Meanwhile, Jan returned to the Netherlands 
to train as an army officer, but after being moved from place to place, decided to leave the 
army for good. He subsequently worked in a grocery store owned by his future 
brother-in-law and studied for a diploma. 

Jan married his sweetheart, Jannetje Huisman in 1950. They migrated to Australia in 1952, 
initially settling at Ararat - Lake Bolac. There, Jan worked on a farm. Later, they moved to 
Hampton Park near Dandenong, where there was a Dutch community. His employer loaned
Jan the money to buy a property there. Jan subsequently became a landscape consultant. 
He did a lot of drainage work around Pakenham and in the 1960s settled at Pakenham 
Upper with Jannetje and their six children. Over the years, Jan has been active with the 
Pakenham RSL, including serving as treasurer, secretary and vice president. He has also 
been an elder of the Reformed Church in Dandenong and Casey and coached soccer for 
youngsters.

Images: 1. Jan while serving in the Dutch East Indies; Image 2: Jan (kneeling) with some 
army comrades in The Hague; Image 3: Jan when he returned home to the Netherlands. 
(Courtesy of Jan Vis). 



Lance Corporal Reginald WRAY
Born: 28 July 1923 - Warrington, Cheshire England 
Enlisted: 6 January 1942 - aged 18 
Service: Australian Army (V185988 / VVX118730)
Served: Australia & New Guinea
Discharged: 24 January 1946  
Died: 27 October 2015 - aged 92 

English-born Reg was a Melbourne factory worker when he enlisted. Reg initially served 
with the 46th Battalion in Queensland, before being transferred to the 22nd Battalion AIF 
in November 1942. He subsequently served in New Guinea, including at Milne Bay and 
in the campaigns around Lae, Finschhafen and the Huon Peninsula. He contracted 
malaria in early 1944. Later, Reg served on New Britain. In the 1950s, Reg and his wife 
Olive moved to the Goulburn Valley, where he worked on the orchards. Reg later worked 
on Russo’s orchard in Officer and on a Nar Nar Goon potato farm before settling at Henty 
Street, Pakenham. Image courtesy of Reg’s daughter Janene McCann. 
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Lieutenant Lloyd George WALKER+
Born: 12 April 1917 - Maffra, Victoria  
Enlisted: 4 November 1939 - aged 22 
Service: Australian Army (VX5870)
Served: Australia, Middle East, Greece & New Guinea 
Discharged: N/A 
Killed: 14 August 1943 - Bobdubi (near Salamaua) New Guinea - aged 26 

Son of William and Agnes Walker of “Hillcrest”, Briagolong, Gippsland, Lloyd farmed at 
Briagolong, then Pakenham. He was working on the CSIRO farm in Berwick when he 
enlisted at Dandenong in November 1939. Lloyd was quickly promoted to sergeant. He 
served with the 2/7th Battalion in the Middle East and was wounded in action at Tobruk in 
January 1941. In June 1941, Lloyd was reported missing in action on Crete. He escaped 
to the hills and eluded capture for several months before being rescued. Commissioned as 
a lieutenant, Lloyd was killed during heavy fighting against the Japanese near Bobdubi 
Village during the Salamaua campaign in New Guinea. Image courtesy of Michele Cullen. 

Lieutenant Alan Marston WOOD 
Born: 8 April 1899 - Wellington, New Zealand 
Enlisted: 4 May 1942 - aged 43
Service: Royal Australian Air Force (55073) / Australian Army (V379865) 
Served: Australia
Discharged: 31 October 1945  
Died: 17 July 1980 - Foster, Victoria - aged 81 

Alan was the son of Robert Ellis Wood JP of “Scargill” Berwick and “Mt Shamrock”, 
Pakenham. Educated at Melbourne Grammar, Alan served in the Australian Flying Corps 
(AFC) in 1918. He then worked as a jackaroo, overseer and manager in the pastoral 
industry and became manager of his father’s sheep stud farm in Pakenham. Alan married 
Harriett Gale. Alan was already serving as a Section Leader in the Volunteer Defence 
Corps when he enlisted in the RAAF in May 1942, but was discharged soon after on 
compassionate grounds. He then served as lieutenant with the local 11th Battalion VDC. 
Alan and Harriett later settled near Foster. Image courtesy of NAA (A9301, 55073). 



Captain Wilma Elizabeth Foster ORAM [YOUNG]
Born: 17 August 1916 - Glenorchy, Victoria 
Enlisted: 12 March 1941 - aged 24
Service Australian Army (VF58783 / VXF58783)
Served: Australia, South West Pacific & POW (Japanese) 
Discharged: 5 July 1946  
Died: 28 May 2001 - Richmond, Victoria -  aged 84

From Murtoa in the Wimmera, Wilma joined the Australian Army Nursing Service and 
subsequently served with the 2/13 Australian General Hospital in Singapore. The ship 
evacuating Wilma and other nurses in February 1942 was sunk by the Japanese. Many 
of the survivors were executed by the Japanese, while Wilma and others were forced to 
endure horrific treatment in POW camps for the next three years. After the War, Wilma 
married Cardinia farmer Alan Young. She worked tirelessly for veterans, war widows and 
other former POWs. As Pakenham RSL President from 1968 to 1972, Wilma was the first 
woman to lead an RSL sub-branch in Victoria. She was made a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) in 1998. Image courtesy of NAA (B883 / VF58783).

Above: Wilma (right) with Vivian Bullwinkle (centre) at a homecoming celebration. (Courtesy of AWM - P00431.002). Above right: Alan 
Young of Cardinia, whom Wilma married after the War. Like Wilma, Alan had been a POW (Courtesy of David Young). Below: Wilma in later 
life (Courtesy of Pakenham Gazette)
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Wilma Young AM: A gracious lady of incredible courage & understanding
Wilma Young (nee Oram) was undoubtedly the most widely known and respected of the WW2 
Diggers associated with the Pakenham district. Wilma was one of the brave Australian nurses 
who survived the Japanese POW camps in South East Asia. The full extent of the horror Wilma 
and the other nurses went through has only recently been revealed. Theirs were experiences 
which could have easily broken anyone. But not Wilma. According to Cyril Molyneux, who knew 
Wilma for over 50 years, she was a “gracious lady with an iron will, incredible courage and a 
thoughtful and understanding personality” (PG, 30/5/2001). These were the qualities which not 
only got her through the three terrible years in that POW camp in Sumatra: they helped her to 
rebuild her life back in Australia in an era before post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) was 
recognised in veterans. She also devoted her life to the service of others, particularly ex-service 
personnel in need, war widows and Vietnam veterans suffering from PTSD. Interestingly, 
Wilma’s beloved husband, Alan Young was himself a former POW, so perhaps he and Wilma 
were able to relate to each others’ experiences (and associated traumas) on a deep level that 
was profoundly therapeutic. 
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Left: Local women, including Marie Milner 
(nee Vaughan) working on an asparagus farm 
during WW2 (Courtesy of Joy Boucher); 
Above: Mick Brown in 1935, whilst serving 
with the Pakenham militia unit (Courtesy of 
Malcolm Elliott). 


